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REPORT
OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

October 3, 1865.
In accordance with the resolution adopted on the 28th of February,
1855, by the Senate of the United States, the following is submitted as an ab.stract of the accompanying annual report of this date :
1. Introduction, containing a sketch of the early views and legislation in
relation to the public land system, indicating the liberality of Congress in
making concessions for internal improvements, schools, rail and wagon roads,
military services, agricultural and mechanie colleges, with details of cash sales,
warrant locations, showing quantity of surveyed and unsurveyed lands.
2. Description of the general base lines and meridians.
3. Condition of surveys in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, Arkan:Sas, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida.
4. Surveys nearly completed in the surveying department of Wisconsin and
Iowa.
5. Progress of surveys in Minnesota.
6. In Kansas and Nebraska, immigration increasing and stimulated by the
()Verland roads.
7. Present condition of surveys in Dakota as to Sioux reservation; no contracts made for surveys during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, on account of failure in appropriations; under appropriations in 18G4 instructions
have been issued to surveyor general of Dakota, whose district embraces Montana, to establish the initial point for surveys in the latter 'l'erritory.
8. Progress of surveys in Colorado ; no recent extensions in Utah, nor have
any surveys in Idaho yet been made.
9. New Mexico and Arizona-surveys prevented there on account of Indian
hostilities; recent reconnaissance by the surveyor general; modification of
existing surveying system in certain instances recommended; Mexican grants
in the "Gadsden purchase;" no authority delegated by law to surveyor gen€ral to receive and report on claims in the "purchase."
Definitive adjustment of foreign titles recommended, and legislation suggested
in regard to past confirmations.
10. Pre-emptions in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado; measures prescribed under existing laws; recommendation to relieve Colorado from certain pre-emption restrictions.
11. California and Nevada-Progress of surveys-" Yo Semite valley" and
"Mariposa Big 'l'ree grove;" condition of the eastern boundary of California,
and also of that part of the Indian reservation at Pyramid lake which falls
within the limits of the railway route.
SIR:
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12. Progress of surveys in Oregon; immigration; resources of the State, of
mines, soil, and of the forest.
13. Operations in extending the lines of surveys in Washington Territory.
14. Considerations presented in regard to boundary lines; Oregon and Washington ; Oregon and California ; northern limits of New Mexico ; Georgia and
]!,lorida.
15. Indian reservations, "in place," treated of; also sales of Indian trust
lands; floats; pueblos ; Sioux reservation; homestead and pre-emptions therein
disallowed.
16. Lands in Stockbridge reserve annexed to Menasha district; legislation
for disposal of the tracts thereon belonging to the government.
17. Swamp land; legislation ; actions bad by the department; further legislation suggested; special agent has been despatched to inquire into allegations
against swamp selections ; California interest in this respect specially considered.
18. Riparian rights; when ponds or lakes disappear, the cour:;e of proceedings indicated.
19. Military bounty lands; legislation recommended in regard to the residuary tracts in the Virginia military district.
20. Measures are presented to give effect to the statutes in regard to the disposal of coal lands and town property in the public domain; Denver City town
site act of May 28, 1864, held to be unaffected by the fifth section of the general statute of July 1, 1864.
21. Homestead law; the rights of heirs discussed and determined, and also
the timber privileges allowed to such settlers.
22. Adjustment of the Wisconsin five per cent. fund account, and of the
Milwaukie and Rock River Canal Company's claim, under joint resolution of'
July 1, 1864.
23. Harbor and ship canal grant in Michigan; principles settled in regard to
the same.
24. Coal oil lands interdicted from entry; timber depredations; the policy
observed and beneficent results.
25. Steps taken to suppress timber depredations; success of the measures inthis respect.
26. Proceedings in regard to the restoration of the public land machinery in
the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida.
•
27. Existing legislation considered in regard to discontinuance and consolidation of lancl offices; suggestions as to the propriety of enlarging authority, so
as to modify districts, and wholly to discontinue offices when the lands in a State
are sold out; new land clistricts recommended for Arizona, Idaho, Utah, and
Montana.
28. Limitations suggested as to time in taking appeals; the rule stated in
regard to the question whether mineral or arable is the predominating element.
29. Adjustment of two and three per cent. funds.
30. Fees of registers and receivers under existing laws, and the fees required
to be charged by the General Land Office for furnishing exemplifications; satisfactory settlement of accounts reported.
31. Historical glimpse at the American isthmus as an impediment to trade
with.
32. An account of the rise and progress of the railway system under congresRionallegislation.
33. Definitive settlement of the question as to the minimum rate of the
"even" or United States reserved alternate sections along the line of the
Pacific railroad.
34. Impolicy of any departure from the system of granting lands "in place,'~
in aid of the construction of railroads.
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35. ConsideratiJns in regard to the gold and silver regions of the public
domain.
36. Tabular statements and exhibits in relation to land operations.
All which is respectfully submitted.
J. M. EDMUNDS, .
Commissioner.
Hou. JAMES HARLA:\',
Secretary if the Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

October 3, 1865.
SIR : The attention of our statesmen in the earliest -age of the republic was
directed to the disposal of the public lands, in order to make the same available
as a source of national credit, revenue, and strength. 'rhe political and commercial agent sent to France by the revolutionary Congress communicated his
views in this respect in a despatch as early as December, 1776, to the organ of
that Congress-the committee of secret correspondence. He predicted the rush
of emigration from Europe upon the establishment of American nationality, the
rise in value of settled lands, the demand for new and uncultivated territory,
upon which a certain fund, he reported, might then be fixed, tracing "the river
Ohio from its junction to its head, thence north to Lake Erie on the south and
west of the lake to :Fort Detroit, which is in the latitude of Boston, thence a
west course to the Mississippi;" and returning to the place of departure, he
marked out "these three lines of near one thous-and miles each" as including
an immense territory in a fine climate, "then scarcely inhabited by any European," and invited attention to that region "as a source amply adequate under
proper regulations for defraying the whole expense of the war, and the sums
necessary to be given to the Indians in purchase of the native right."
At an early period of our national existence the public lands were the subject of serious political controversies. The charters of certain States extended
indefinitely westward, instances having existed of their crossing each other and
throwing the same territory within different State limits. Such disturbing
causes retarded the organization of an effective system for opening the western
territory to settlement and sale. These difficulties, however, were put to rest
by several acts of cession, New York taking the lead in 1781, Virginia in 1784
ceding the great northwestern territory, Massachusetts relinquishing her claim
in 1785, Connecticut in 1786, So.uth and North Carolina and Georgia having
subsequently made cessions which constitute mainly the present States of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama. After the definitive treaty of peace, in 17S3,
closing the war of the Revolution, and before the adoption of the Constitution
of the United States, Congress, by an act of the 20th May, 1785, began the
work of laying the foundation of the land system by "an ordinance for ascertaining the mode of disposing of lands in the western territory," in which the
principle was established of reserving "the lot number sixteen of every township for the maintenance of public schools within the said township," in recent
years duplicated in remote organizations, and before the close of the last century initiated the pre-emption system. These great principles were designed
to operate upon the public domain within our then political limits, but in the
march of empire, by the expansion of our territory from ocean to ocean, they
have been modified and enlarged to meet the wants and interests of the multitudes now spreading over our great national land estate.
By the acquisition of new territories, beginning with the cession by the French
republic in 1803 of the ancient province of Louisiana, and ending with the Gaas-
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den cession by treaty with Mexico in 1853, we have assumed obligations under
treaties to recognize and confirm inceptive and mature titles which originated
under former governments. In the progress of land legislation, the Congress
of the United States, under stipulations for the segregation of foreign titles from
the public lands, have required by law that the peculiarities of foreign systems,
to the extent of snch titles, shall be faithfully observed in their survey and confirmation. To earlier legislation have been added numerous enactments providing for cash sales at a low rate per acre, carefully guarding at every step
the interest of the pioneer settler, not only by pre-emption, but in conferring
homesteads upon the condition of five continuous years of actual residence; thus
enriching the settler and adding to the wealth of the nation. But the liberality
of Congress has gone further. By munificent acts of legislation there have
been conceded, for works of internal improvements and schools, over one hundred
and thirty million eight hundred and seventy-five thousand acres; upwards of
one hundred and twenty-five million three hundred thousand acres, by estimate,
have been granted in aid of the construction of rail and wagon roads; about
sixty-eight million, including land scrip, have been awarded for military services, reaching back to the Revolution; and over forty-five million three hundred
and nineteen thousand acres have been conceded to States as swamp lands;
whilst the agricultural and mechanic college grant in 1862 conceded for such
institutions the quantity, including the late insurgent States, of nine million
three hundred and thirty thousand acres. The numerous laws regulating the
disposal of the public lands, beginning in the early history of this government,
and accumulating at every successive congressional session, have now grown
into an extended system, not merely of statutory enactments, but of departmental
and judicial decisions.
The recent domestic convulsions have necessarily checked during the last
four years public land operations.
r_rhe reign of peace now happily and, as believed, permanently established,
what may we not anticipate in accumulated and accumulating wealth and
power from the expansion of the American people over the immense regions
constituting the public domain.
In administering the system during the fiscal year ending the 30th of J nne,
1S65, and the quarter which terminated on the 30Lh ultimo, the following are
the results·
For the year ending June 30, 1865, there were sold for cashAcres.

}'or quarter ending September 3, 1865- . - - - - Part estimated • . . . . . - - - - ............... .
To which add cash paid into the treasury on
account of 8, 920 entries made under the
homestead act May 20, 1862 ............ .
Commissions on homestead entries .......... .
On account of 2,627 entries made under the
homestead act in quarter ending September
30, 1865- -- - - - - - -- - - ... - - - - - - . - - - - - - . Commissions on homestead for quarter ...... .
}"'ees for bounty land locations to June 30, 1865.
Fees for bounty land locations to September 30,
1865, part estimated ................... .
Commissions on agricultural scrip to June 30,
1865 •.• - .• - ..... - ...•.. - .....••....•

Cash received.

557, 212.53
72, 320.32

$748,427 25
95,085 68

629,532.85

843,512 93
89,200 00
34f250 08
26,270 00
10,102 82
8,410 33
1,913 00
4,431 50
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Commissions on agricultural scrip to September
30, 1865 ............................. .
Fees on account of pre-emption and donation
claims to June 30, 1865 ................ .
Fees on account of pre-emption and donation
claims to September 30, 1865 ........... .
Bounty land warrants :
There were located during the year ending June
30, 1865 ..... ,, ................... - ...•
For quarter ending September 30, 1865, (September estimated) .................•....

646 02
15,412 00
4,252 00

348, 660.00
65, 000.00

Swamp lands:
There were approved to the States for the year
ending June 30, 1865 ................. .
571, 429.24
For quarter ending September 30, 1865 ..... .
322, 062.71
Railroads:
There were approved to the States to June 30,
1865 ...........•.....................
607, 415.39
For quarter ending September 30, 1865 ..... .
45,990.54
Homestead acts of May 20, 1862, and March
21, 1864:
'!'here were entered during the year ending
June 30, 1865 ......................... 1, 160, 532.92
For quarter ending September 30, 1865......
359, 697.32
Agricultural and mechanic college grant of
lt)62:
There were selected, under agricultural college
grant, for the year ending J nne 30, 1865 ..
808, 358.11
Located with agricultural scrip to June 30, 1865, 460, 130.27
For quarter ending September 30, 1865 ..... .
15, 520.24
Total acres disposed of from J nne 30, 1864, to
September 30, 1865 .................... 5, 394, 329.59
Total cash paid into the treasury...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$1, 038, 400 78

Surveyed land :
Acres.

rrhe aggregate quantity of surveyed land offered and unoffered,
and undisposed of on the 30th September, 1865, was ...... .
Consisting of offered lands, embracing 53, 922 acres of Winnebago trust lands .................................... .
U noffered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... .

132,285,035
79,274,577
53,010,458

Having thus shown in outline certain features of land legislation from the
beginning of our system, and some of the leading grants by Congress, with details of sales, and other disposals of the public lands during the last fiscal year
and the succeeding quarter, it is now proposed to refer to the progress which
has been made in preparing our territory for sale, and conveyance in fee-simple,
in the extension of the lines of the public surveys.
By the establishment of base lines corresponding with latitudes and of principal meridians with longitudes, the public domain is divided into townships of
six miles square, or 23,040 acres, subdivided in their turn into 36 square miles
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or sections, containing 640 acres, and these into quarter sections or 160 acres,
half-quarter or 80 acres, and quarter-quarter sections or 40 acres.
The initial point of the surveys or the intersection of the base with the principal meridian is established in a region of the country most needed for settlers,
and likely to produce a revenue.
The principal base line serves to count the survey of townships north and
south thereof, and the principal meridian to count the ranges of townships either
east or west.
Thus far the surveying system which has been extended from the State of
Ohio to the Pacific ocean, with the exception of interior territories recently
organized, has brought into requisition six principal meridians, with corresponding principal bases, and several independent meridians with similar bases as
1
follows:
The first principal meridian divides Ohio from Indiana, and runs north on
the 840 51' longitude west of Greenwich, governing the surveys in the State of
Ohio.
The second principal meridian, starting from the mouth of Little Blue river, in
Indiana, governs the surveys in that State, and partly in Illinois.
The third principal meridian begins at the mouth of the Ohio river, and terminates on the northern boundary of Illinois, governing the surveys lying east
therefrom, and west to the Illinois river.
r.rhe fourth principal meridian commences in the centre of the channel at the
mouth of the Illinois river, in latitude 380 58' 1211 north, and longitude 90C' 29 1 56'1
west of Greenwich, and governs the surveys in Illinois situated west of the
Illinois river, and of the third principal meridian north of the river and east of
the Mississippi. It also extends due north through Wisconsin, dnd continues
through the northeastern part of Minnesota, governing the surveys in Wisconsin
and Minnesota lying east of the Mississippi river.
The fifth principal meridian commences at the mouth of the Arkansat~ river,
in the State of Arkansas, and passing due north through Missouri and Iowa,
terminates in township 91, north of the base line, which runs due west from the
mouth of St. 1!-,rancis, in Arkansas. This principal meridian governs the surveys
in Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota west of the Mississippi river, and Dakota Territory east of the Missouri river.
The sixth principal meridian, the initial point of the intersection with the
principal base line being coincident with the fortieth parallel of north latitude, is
near the 92 ° 13' of longitude west from Greenwich. This principal meridian
governs the surveys in Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, and that part of Dakota
Territory lying west of the Missouri river.
Besides the foregoing six principal meridians there have been established independent meridians and bases for the surveys in the following Rtatet~ and Territories:
The Michigan principal meridian commences on the north boundary of Ohio,
22 miles east of the first principal meridian, and runs north, corresponding with
longitude 84 ° 19' 9 11 west of Greenwich, and terminates at Sault St. Marie,
governing the surveys in the State of Michigan.
The 'l'allahassee principal meridian intersects the principal base at the city of
Tallahassee, and governs the surveys in Florida.
'l1he St. Stephen's meridian, in Alabama, intersects the principal base line on
the 31° north latitude, and Huntsville basis meridian starts from the principal
base or the northern boundary of the State, and governs the surveys in the State
of Alabama, the former governing also the surveys in Mississippi lying east of
Pearl river and south of township l 0 north.
'l1 he Choct::tw meridian and Washington meridian govern the surveys in Mississippi; the base line of the latter is the 31° north latitude, and that of the
former sixty miles north of it.
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In Louisiana there are two principal meridians, with a common basis parallel,
-passing near the mouth of the Red river, from which surveys have been made;
'One governing the surveys east of the Mit'lsissippi river, and the other west.
The initial point of the intersection of the base line with the principal meridian in New Mexico is ten miles below the mouth of the Puerco river, being a
hill of two hundred feet high, on the Rio Grande del Norte; these principal lines
govern the surveys in New Mexico.
The surveys in California are controlled by three different meridians and as
many base lines. rrhe San Bernardino meridian intersects its base line in lati-tude six miles north of Los Angeles, the initial point being on the high peak of
the San Bernardino mountain. 'rhis meridian is on the 116° 55' longitude west
from Greenwich, and controls the survey in the southern part of California.
The Mount Diablo meridian intersects its base line in latitude six miles north
of that of the city of San Francisco, distant from the ocean 38 miles, tlu~ intersection being on the highest peak of Mount Diablo, about 3,600 feet high. This
meridian corresponds with the 123° 53' of longitude west from Greenwich, and
governs the surveys north and south of the initial point in California, and also
in Nevada.
The Humboldt meridian intersects its base line in latitude of abo11t 40 ° 24'
north, on the peak of Mount Pierce, 5,000 feet above the level of the Pacific
-ocean-this initial point being commemorated by an iron monument. These
principal lines govern the surveys in the northwestern portion of California
situated west of the coast range of mountains.
The Willamette meridian and base line govern the surveys in Oregon and
Washington Territory, the initial monument being at the point of the intersection
of 45 ° 311 13" of north latitude with the 122° 30' 26 11 of longitude west from
'Greenwich.
The Salt Lake meridian starts from the corner of the 'Temple block in the
Salt Lake City, where it is intersected by the principal base line, the point of
intersection being commemorated by a monument; these standard lines, running
north and south, east and west, govern the surveys in Utah.
The surveying machinery has accomplished its work in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama. In the State of
Louisiana the survey of the New Orleans township and some subdivisions remain to be executed. In },lorida the surveys have been extended to Lake Okechobee, leaving unsurveyed the portion of the peninsula south of that lake,
which is a swampy and overflowed region.
Should it be deemed proper to restore the surveying districts of Louisiana and
Florida for the time-being, it would be necessary to make appropriations for
salary of both officers of surveyor general, and existing appropriations, to a lim-ited amount, might be set apart and applied to meet any surveying exigency in
either of the States; or, in case such salary appropriation should not at this
time be made, the power might be exercised which is delegated to the Commissioner of the General Land Office by the act of January 22, 1853, of acting exofficio surveyor general, where a district is discontinued.
It is now proposed to present a view of the progress which has been made in
other States, beginning with the surveying districts of
WISCONSIN AND IOWA.

The surveying operations in the State of Wisconsin have been advanced during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, by the application for the completion
of surveys in Wisconsin of four-fifths of the :fifty thousand dollar appropriation,
•p er act of July 2, 1864, for surveys of public lands.
Contracts to the full extent of the means provided have been made, and returns of the surveys have been received, amounting to 2,608 lineal miles,

8

REPORT 0~"' THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

embracing 721,826 acres. In the lands thus surveyed are several hundred lakes,.
from a few acres in size to several square miles in extent. Yellow and white·
pine abounds in this region, which is interspersed with marshes, swamps, and
shallow lakes, the latter filled with wild rice. The country, however, furnishes
great facilities for floating timber, through numerous natural channels, to the
vVisconsin river.
The unfinished field-work, it is reported, will be completed before the close
of the present surveying season, and no further means will be required, the existing funds being sufficient for closing the surveys in Wisconsin.
]'or the completion of the office-work for the surveys already made and those
yet to be executed, and in order to have the archives in readiness to be transferred to the authorities of Iowa and Wisconsin, re~pectively, under the provisions of the acts of Congress approved June 12, 1840, and January 22, 1853,
an estimate is submitted for the compensation of the surveyor general and two
clerks in his office, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867, when it is expected
the office will be closed and discontinued, the field-work in Iowa having been
completed.
1\11 N N ESOT A.

The progress of surveys in Minnesota during the fiscal year ending June 30,.
1865, has been co· extensive with the sum of $14,000 appropriated for the purpose.
The field operations, as far as returned, are equal to 1,270 lineal miles, comprising 419,208 acres, including 172,208 acres of the Sioux or Dakota Indian
1·eservations on the south side of the Minnesota river, the survey having been
ordered by the second section of the act approved March 3, 1863. Theselands are to be appraised and sold for the benefit of the Indians. As allegations have been made against the work of surveyors within the Sioux reservations, and to the effect that the character of the surveys was not in conformity
with the surveying laws and instructions governing the survey of the public
lands, an examination in the field was ordered by the department on the 25th
of August last to elicit the true condition of the surveys which, under the decision of the department, are to be paid for out of the proceeds of the sales of
the Indian lands.
Attention has been attracted to the region on the headwaters of Cloquet
river, one of the tributaries of St. Louis river, about thirty-five miles north o!
Fond du Lac, as possessing valuable minerals and where coal has been discovered. The surveying department recommends in that region of the State
that where the standard lines are in progress of extension, subdivisional work
may also be contracted for during the next fiRcal year. To meet the expenses
of the proposed work, and also of surveys on the Lower Embarros and East
Savannah rivers, affiuents of the St. Louis river, on the Mississippi river, in the
vicinity of Sandy lake, and on the upper waters of the Minnesota river, an estimate is submitted.
By the first article of the treaty of May 7, 1864, with the Chippewas of the
l\fississippi., there are ceded, with exceptions, certain reservations made by treaty
of the 22d of February, 1855. Accordingly, pursuant to the treaty of 1864,.
and of the department's directioll3 of March 9, 18G5, instructions have been
given to the surveyor general for the subdivision of lands embraced within the
former Indian reservations of Gull lake and Mille lac, in Minnesota, in orderto enable the grantees to secure by legal subdivisions their respective grants.
Contracts have been entered into to the extent of means placed at the surveyor
general's di~posal under the appropriation of July 2, 1864, and the greater part
of the work has been executed, the residue to be completed at an early period ~
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KANSAS AND NEBRASKA.

Under the appropriation of $50,000, by act of Congress of July 2, 1864, for
the survey of the public lands in Kansas and Nebraska, contracts were made
to the extent of the means provided. Only a small part, however, of the work
was executed during the last fiscal year on account of Indian hostilities. In
Kansas the field-work was equal to 883 lineal miles, embracing 183,661 acres.
In Nebraska, 3,445 lineal miles, including 1,262, 784 acres.
The remaining eight contracts not yet completed, which are an aggregate
liability of about $40,000, are in progress, and will be finished before winter.
It is reported that emigration in that surveying district exceeds that of any
year since 1857, and that actual settlements are being rapidly made in several
localities. The routes recently opened for the overland mail and express company along the Smoky Hill river, together with the Pacific railroad-great
thoroughfares of trade-are stimulating emigration, and it is expected will cover,
to a very considerable extent, the public lands already surveyed.
With the view to meet the anticipated demand for the public lands by settlers
under the pre-emption and homestead laws, as well as the requirements of the
Pacific railroad, the surveyor general submits enlarged estimates for the surveying service in the following localities : On Arkansas river, Smoky Hill fork,
Saline and Soloman forks of Kansas river, in Kansas, and on Republican fork
of the Kansas river, Platte and Wood rivers, and Loup fork of the Platte river,
in Nebraska; the proposed surveys to consist of standard township and subdivisional lines.
DAKOTA AND MONTANA TERRITORIES.

In Dakota the surveys have been established to the extent of the means appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. The field-work is equal
to 1,482 miles of lineal measure, comprising 313,251 acres, situated in the valley
of Big Sioux river, and eastward therefrom to the western boundary of the
State of Minnesota, between 43° 30 1 and 44° of north latitude.
The character of the lands surveyed and to be surveyed in the eastern portion of the 'rerritory is represented to be adapted to agricultural pursuits, p,articularly that of stock-raising. The advantages for the growth of wool have
already been realized there-the weather being mild, with an absence of rain
during the winter months.
The contract entered into between the surveyor general and deputy for the
survey of that portion of the Sioux Indian reservation on the south side of the
Minnesota river which lies in Dakota Territory, southwest of Big Stone lake, it
is expected, will be completed during the present season.
The survey of the reservation authorized by the second section of the act of
Congress approved March 3, 1863, is to be at the expense of the Indians, payable to the deputy surveyor out of the proceeds of sales of the lands surveyed.
No contracts have been made for the extension of ordinary public surveys in
Dakota during the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1866, on account of the failure
of the surveying appropriations at the last session of Congress.
Under an appropriation of ten thonsand dollars, by act of 2d July, 1864,
initial surveys have been ordered in the Territory of Montana.
Instructions have been issued to the surveyor general at Dakota, whose department embraces Montana, to establish the initial point for the surveys in the
latter distant Territorv at "Beaver Head Rock," a remarkable landmark in the
Great Horseshoe Ba~in of the Rocky mountains, drained by the Jefferson,
Madison, and Gallatin forks of the Missouri river, situated between the Bannock
and Virginia Cities.
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From this point of the intersection of the principal base with the principal
meridian governing the surveys in Montana r.rerritory, standard parallel, township and section lines will be extended to embrace settlements and lands adapted
to agricultural purposes.
COLORADO, UTAH, AND IDAHO TERRITORIES.

Surveys in Colorado during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, have been
advanced to the extent of the appropriation of $20,000. Returns of field operations show surveys executed equal to 1,746 lineal miles, embracing 605,281
acres. The residue of the field service, it is expected, will be completed before
the ensuing winter.
The estimates submitted for surveys during the fiscal year ending June 30,
1867, are designed for the extension of surveys to such lands as are already
occupied, or are offering inducements for settlement as soon as surveyed. rrhe
proposed region of operations is situated east and west of the Rocky mountains,
principally on the south fork of the Platte river, and its numerous tributaries
lying east of the existing surveys, and on the upper waters of Rio Grande del
Norte, south fork of Platte, in the South Park, and in the Middle Park, near
the sources of sundry tributaries of Grand river, these localities embracing rich
agricultural lands, though requiring irrigation. The surveys proposed on the
west side of the Rocky mountains are based upon the fact that the Overland
Stage Company are building a wagon road from Provo, in Utah, to Denver
City, Colorado, shortening the overland route by one hundred miles, the wagon
road passing through the finest agricultural region of Colorado, destined to be
settled so soon as the road is opened.
In Utah, a part of the surveying district of Colorado, no surveys of the public
lands have been carried on during the last year, and none since the year 1857.
In that year the office of the surveyor general was closed in consequence of
Mormon difficulties.
Under the provisions of the act of Congress approved M:ay 5, 1864, entitled
"An act to vacate and sell the present Indian reservations in Utah Territory,"
contract has been entered into for the survey and subdivision into forty-acre
tracts of the following reservations, viz : the Spanish Fork, San Pete, Corn
Creek, and Deep Creek, yet no returns of surveys have been received from the
surveyor general.
In Idaho the surveying machinery has not yet been initiated, owing to the
great distance fi·om the office of the surveyor general at Denver, and the want
of necessary information as to the precise localities requiring surveys within the
Territory. No estimate is submitted for field-work, there being sufficient means
already appropriated for that purpose, and which can be used at the proper time
for the commencement of the public surveys.
NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA.

Continued Indian hostilities in New 1\fexico and Arizona ha-.;e prevented
surveys of the public lands therein during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
In order to determine what parts of Arizona require earliest surveying operations, the surveyor general was authorized personally to examine this distant
portion of his flm:veying district. Accordingly, on the 7th day of January last
he left Santa Fe, and passing through Las Cruces, }"'ort Cummings, Fort West,
on the upper Gila river; Fort Bowie, on Santo Domingo river; l!'ort Goodwin,
on Gila river, to 1'ubac, on Santa Cruz river; thence down the valley, on his way
to Prescott, crossing Rio Gila at the distance of twenty miles above the confluence of Rio Salado with Rio Gila; thence to Hasiampa river, in places dried up
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so that the bed of the river was passable in travelling; at a distance of fifty-four
miles from the crossing of the Salado river, he reached the mining town of
Wickenburg, containing from two to three hundred versons, situated on the
right bank of the river; thence through Weaver to Prescott, the capital of the
Territory, one mile above Fort Whipple and the upper waters of Granite creek,
consisting of about sixty houses. On returning from Arizona, the surveyor general struck the valley of the Rio Colorado Chiquito, in the direction of the San
Francisco mountains ; thence up the valley of Rio Puerco of the west, and Fort
Wingate, on the Rio San Jose, to the Rio Grande, reaching Santa Fe May 19,
1865, the journey occupying nearly five months and a half. The mineral
resources of Arizona are reported to be very extensive, requh·ing only labor,
capital, and machinery to develop the mines.
'l,he valleys of the Gila, Salado, San }..,rancisco, and Colorado rivers, with
their tributary streams, would produce, under proper culture, sufficient food for
more than two millions of people.
The surveyor general, in submitting estimates for Arizona for the fiscal year
ending June 30, J 867, suggests that the initial point of survf'ys should be the
intersection of the principal base with the principal meridian at a conical hill
)50 feet in height on the south side of the Gila, <?Pposite its confluence with the
Salado river. Upon the pinnacle of this eminence the Mexican boundary commission in 1851 established a corner to mark the mouth of Salt river, its geographical position being in latitude 33° 22 1 57 11 , longitude 112° 15 1 46". The
selection of the initial point being central, the settled localities of the Territory
are susceptible of being reached by standard or correction parallels, which may
be established north and south of the principal base, and east and west of the
principal meridian, governing the surveys in Arizona.
'l,he surveying operations, therefore, are proposed in Arizona during the next
fiscal year, payable out of the appropriations already made, which, without additional estimates, are deemed adequate for the purpose.
The surveyor general renews the recommendation, and urges the necessity
for departure from the rectangular system of surveys in mountainous districts,
and especially along streams with narrow valleys which have been settled and
cultivated for many years, particularly where the tracts have conventional limits
fronting on streams and extending back to the mountains. To enable settlers in
this situation to acquire titles, such departure from the rectangular system is suggested in order that authority of law to that end may be delegated by Congrecs.
In the surveyor general's tour of examination he was occupied while at Las
Cruces in looking to the extent and validity of claims to land under grants from
the republic of Mexico in the Mesilla valley, below l!,ort Craig, on the right
bank of Rio Grande.
It is represented that numerous grants were made by Ramon Ortiz, commissioner of the state of Chihuahua, and by Guadalupe Miranda, commissioner
general, for the transportation of Mexican families to the national territory subsequent to the treaty of 1848 at Guadalupe Hidalgo, and prior to that of 1853
at the city of Mexico.
Under the treaty of 11)48, the boundary between the two repuh~ics, as determined by the joint commissioners, Bartlett and Conde, April 20, 1851, was the
point of intersection at 32 ° 22 1 of north latitude with the Rio Grande, about
thirty-fcur miles north of the present boundary, as fixed in latitude 31 ° 4 7'
north, under the treaty of 1853.
The office of the surveyor general is destitute of data in regard to Mexican
titles granted between the dates of the treaties of 1848 and 1853 in the Mesilla
region ; and even if he possessed the same, there is no authority delegated by
existing laws to that officer for giving them such a status as would enable him,
in extending the lines of the public surveys in that valley, to segregate such
unconfirmed claims from the public domain.
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SPANISH AND l\IEXJCAN TITLES IN NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA.

By the 8th section of the act of Congress approved July 22, 1854, authority
is given to the surveyor general, under direction of the Secretary of the
Interior, "to ascertain the origin, nature, character and extent of all claims to
lands under the laws, usages and customs of Spain and Mexico," and for
this purpose he has the power to "issue notices, summon witnesses, administer
oaths," and make report on all such claims before the cession, by the treaty of
1848, showing his judgment of the validity or invalidity of the titles brought before
him under this law; Congress retaining the power to award final confirmation.
Under this act the surveyor general's function for receiving and reporting
on Mexican titles extends only to so much of territory as was ceded to the
United States by the treaty of 1848, and not embracing the tract included
within what is known as the Gadsden treaty of 1853.
It is a matter of grave importance, both to New Mexico and Arizona, as well
as to the general government, that efficient steps should be ordered by law for
the summary and early adjustment of Spanish and Mexican titles which may
be valid under our treaties of 1848 and 1853 with that republic.
If it should be deemed the preferable course for the surveyor general to act
upon these grants, let his jurisdiction be co-extensive with the cession under
both treaties; let authority be given to him for confirmation to a limited
extent, making such confirmation final when approved either intact or according
to departmental judgment ; let the statute limit the period within which all
foreign titles shall be filed in surveyor general's office, barring in law and
equity every claim not filed within a period to be fixed in the law.
The enactment should authorize claims destitute of merit in the judgment of
the Executive to be restored to the mass of the public lands, and where claims
exceed the limitation that the department may have the power to confirm. Such
claims should be reported for the final determination of Congress.
If, however, it should be deemed the better course, as seems to be the judgment of well-informed persons, to commit the adjudications of these foreign titles to
the courts, we have the precedents established for this mode in legislation in regard
to claims in Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, and
California.
Should the judiciary be charged with this duty, let the law giving authority
for the purpose limit the time for filing and for final prosecution, stipulating in
all cases that the title with its exact boundaries and area shall be set forth in the petition to the court, and that the judicial decree shall not only determine the validity
of title, but also questions as to location and limits.
In respect to those cases heretofore confirmed, a period should be fixed by
law within which confirmees shall have surveys made at their own expense,
but, under the direction of the United States surveyor general, subject to the
controlling power of the department; and where such claims are of loose and
undefined extent, a limitation as to quantity should be established by law.
In determining rights of iudi vid uals under past confirmation of S parrish and Me xican grants the General Land Office has decided that the United States, as the
successor of Spain and Mexico, have the right of retention and exclusion from
claims of this class of such sites therein as may be indispensable for forts or
other public uses, and this right will be insisted upon and enforced unless Congress shall relinquish it or otherwise order.
PRE-El\TPTlO~S

IN NEW l\1EXICO, ARIZONA,

A~D

COLORADO.

By the seventh section of the ac.t of Congress approved 22d July, 1854, the
pre-emption privilege was extended to lands, whether settled upon before or
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after survey, within the region of country comprehended by the present Territories of New Mexico and Arizona. As Arizona has not yet been organized
into a ''land district," the authority to receive pre-emption declarations in virtue
of the acts of 22d July, 1854, and of 2d July, 1864, is vested in the surveyor
general at Santa Fe, and instructions on 9th June last were despatched to that
office accordingly to receive these declarations when not embracing the precious
metals, or lands reserved for military or other public uses.
In virtue of the requirements of the seventh section of the act of 30th May,
1862, pre-emption declarations, where settlements are made before survey, must
be filed within three months from the date of the preparation and deposit in
surveyor general's office of the approved plat of the township embracing the
pre-emption; but where the settlement was made after survey, within three
months from date of settlement. In the act of Congress approved June 2, 1862,
establishing a land office in Colorado, and for other purposes, it is declared
"that when unsurveyed lands are claimed by pre-emption, notice of the specific
tracts claimed shall be filed within six months after the survey has been made
in the field, and on failure to file such notice or to pay for the tract claimed
within twelve months from the filing of such notice, the parties claiming such
lands shall forfeit all right thereto."
'.rhese terms are much more restricted and are variant from the general preemption system as applicable to the new land States and Territories, and there
being no just grounds for any discrimination as against Colorado, the recommendation is renewed for the repeal of such restriction, and that at the same time, by
further legislation, the provisions of tl1e pre-emption acts of 1841 and 1843, and
()f the seventh section of the act of 30th May, 1862, to reduce the expenses of
survey and sale of the public lands, be declared applicable to that Territory.
CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA.

Surveys in California during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, have been
prosecuted under the appropriation of July 2, 1864; and at the expense of applicants for the surveys under the tenth section of the act of Congress approved
May 30, 1862, over thirty contracts were .entered into by the surveyor general.
r.rhe returns of the field-work amount to 780 lineal miles, embracing 246,268
,acres of public lands, and 38,700 acres within the following special grants made
by Congress to the State of California by act of June 30, 1864, to wit: the
Yo-semite valley in the Granite Peak of the Sierra Nevada mountains, at the
headwaters of the Merced river, containing per actual survey 36,111-(0\ acres,
and the Mariposa Big Tree grove, covering 2,589y060 acres. The field operations in California are advanced mainly in the direction of the Pacific railroad
and in the Honey Lake valley. Contracts have been made for the survey of
townships adjoining the headwaters of the '.rruckee river and the eastern boundary of the State. That boundary has not been surveyed and marked pursuant
to the act of Congress approved May 26, 1860, for the reasons assigned in annual report of November 30, 1861, pages 35 and 36, to which reference is made
for information on the subject of the extent of the work accomplished under the
appropriation of $/55,000 per act of June 25, 1860.
By the act of Congress of March 2, 1861, organizing the Territory of Nevada,
provision was made for taking a strip from the eastern part of California and
adding the same toN evada, provided California should assent. The legislature
of that State, however, has refused to accede to the proposed modification, assigning as the reason that the State constitution is inhibitory in that respect.
No further steps have been ordered by the department in the survey of the
eastern bouhdary of California under the appropriation of $55,000 hereinbefore
menitoned, for the reason the funds were absorbed by the commissioner ap-
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pointed by the President under the act of Congress approved May 26, 1860,
and who acted not under the direction of the General Land Office, but in 1860,
and until August, 1861, was under the superintendence of the department
proper. On the 15th day of May, 1861, the appointment of commissioner
Maury terminated. The astronomer who continued field astronomical work at
Lake Bigler was in his turn relieved from further duties and reported to the
Secretary of the Interior, under date of August 30, 1861, that the field astronomical duty was completed, and it only remained, after the computations were
made, to run the line, which any surveyor could accomplish. Finally, on the
11th Septe1rber, 1861, the astronomer, J. C. Ives, pursuant to instructions
from the department proper, turned over to the United States surveyor general's
office the field-notes, maps, reports, and computations of the astronomical observations which had been taken.
The prosecution of the survey of the California eastern boundary was thus
interrupted after determining and establishing the intersection of the 35° of
north latitude with the Colorado river and the 39th of north latitude with the
120° of longitude west from Greenwich, and nothing has since been done in the
matter. In the mean time a joint commission on the part of the State of California under legislative authority in 1863, and on the part of the Territory of
Nevada, proceeded to the survey and demarkation of the boundary from the initial point in Lake Bigler to the northern limits of the State of California by
actual admeasurement and by daily observations for latitude, terminating the
line a few miles to the north of Crane lake. on the forty-second parallel of north
latitude, and perpetuating the intersection of that parallel with the 120° of
longitude west from Greenwich by a stone monument. From the report of the
Nevada commissioner, made to the legislature in 1863, it further appears that
the commission continued the survey of the boundary southeasterly from Bigler
lake for 102 miles, reaching the 38° north latitude within one mile. 'J1his part
of the line is not regarded as correct, the same not having been prolonged to the
monumrnt established on the Colorado river, and will not be held correct until
the errol 1 the intersection with the initial point shall have been corrected
back to Lake Bigler.
Attention is thus drawn to this subject, it being important that the line should!
be definitely established under legislative sanction, in order that the public surveys, both on the California and Nevada side, may be permanently closed on :t
duly acknowledged boundary. Nevada in 1862 was part of the California surveying distriCt, but in 1864 it was attached to Colorado; subsequently, however, by act of 2d lVlarch, 1865, it was reannexed to, and with California now
forms one surveying district. The appropriation, by act of ~d July, 1864, for
Nevada surveys was not made available whilst the surveyor general at Denver,
Colorado, had jurisdiction, because sufficient time for the purpose did not elapse
between the date of Raid appropriation and the period when the transfer to California was ordered by the act of 1865.
Upon the restoration, however, of Nevada to the surveying district of California, in March last, instructions were given to the proper officer to contract for
the surveys of the public lands to the extent of the then existing means, about
$20,000, giving preference to the lands along the Pacific railroad route. As
the Indian reservation at Pyramid lake, inN evada, extended within the ten-mile
range of the Central Pacific railroad along the great bend of the 'Truckee river,
the late Secretary of the Interior, on 13th May, 1865, directed that the said
reservation to the extent of its intrusion upon the railroad limits should be reduced, and the portion falling within those limits should be surveyed as other
public lands, the alternate section to be allotted to the grant, and the residuary
ones to be open to settlement, and the surveyor general was accordingly so instructed by this office. Subsequently the department's order for laying open
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the residuary sections to settlement was modified by the Secretary, and hence
on the 19th August last, the surveyor general was called on for report as to the
action which had been taken by him under the department's original orders of
13th May last; and when his report shall have been made, the same will be laid
before the Secretary of the Interior for definite instructions as to what disposal
shall be made of the aforesaid residuary sections.
OREGON.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, surveys in Oregon have progressed to the extent of available means. The field-work on the Columbia
river, in the valleys of John Day's, Umatilla, Grand Ronde, and Powder river,
was equal to 867 lineal miles of standard, township, and section lines, and
embrace 199,028 acres.
It is reported that a large number of immigrants seeking homes are locating
in the eastern portion of Oregon, in the valley situated between the Blue
mountains and the Snake river, over which standard lines have been established, as preparatory to township and subdivisional surveys.
The surveys during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867, are proposed in
the Coquille and Umpqua river valleys, along Oregon Central military road,
John Day's. and Umatilla river valleys; and to cover the expense of such field
operations a corresponding estimate has been presented by the surveyor general.
The annual report of that officer furnishes interesting details of the varied
resources of Oregon ; treats particularly of the productiveness of the soil,
valuable timber, fruit trees, fisheries, water-power, mines and minerals. The
gold and silver export products of Oregon in one year are reported as $15,000,000,
whilst the export of the products of agriculture, of the forest, fisheries, wool,
and other articles, reach $10,000,000, making a grand total of Oregon exports
of $25,000,000.
WASHINGTO~

TERRITORY.

In this distant Territory the surveys have been advanced, by usin.~ unexpended balances of former appropriations, to the extent of 605 lineal miles of
standard parallel, township and sections, embracing 210,471 acres, in the following localities : at the . confluence of Yakama with Columbia river~ and on
the upper waters of the Touchet river, a tributary of Walia-Walia river, being
east of the Cascade and west of the Blue mountains; on the Puyallup river,
in the vicinity of the Commencement bay; on Cedar river, affluent of the
Dwamish or Washington lake, and bordering the lake of Sammamish, lying
between the Admiralty inlet and west of the Cascade mountains. In order to
extend the public surveys down the Straits of Fuca, and to embrace Clallam
bay and the reported coal-fields in that region, the lines of the public surveys
were extended by traverse along the straits by setting posts for corners of
fractional townships. In thus determining the relative positions of the townships situated between the Olympic range of the mountains, presenting insup0rable obstacles to the extension of the public lines in place, the fractional
township thirty-two north, range twelve west, of the Willamette meridian, was
reached, and as it included the town of Gaston, on the Clallam river, it has
been subdividEd.
The proposed surveys, as estimated for by surveyor general, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1867, are indicated upon the accompanying map, and are
situated in localities east of the Cascade mountains, the extension of standard
lines to be in the direction of the Snake and Pelouse rivers, to the western
limits of the Territory of Idaho and in proximity to Fort Colville; the land
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being of the best quality, and where settlements have existed for upwards of
thirty years.
Surveys are also proposed west of the mountains in the numerous valleys of
the rivers emptying into the Admiralty inlet, and in the vicinity of Shoalwater
bay, now desired for actual settlements, in view of expected immigration in that
direction.
BOUNDARY LINES BETWEEN LAND STATES AND TERRITORIES.

The common boundary between Oregon and Washington Territory, on the
forty-sixth parallel, starting from the middle channel of the Columbia river,
thence due east to the main channel of Snake river, for the survey of which
the sum of $4,500 was appropriated June 25, 1860, was reported 30th August,
1864, by the astronomer and surveyor as completed, but returns of the work
have not yet been received.
The survey of the boundary line between Oregon and California, on the
forty-second parallel of north latitude, from the northeastern corner of the State
of California, or the intersection of the parallel with the one hundred and
twentieth degree of longitude west of Greenwich, to the Pacific ocean, has
been required for several years, to enable the surveyors general of those States
properly to close and connect the lines of public surveys on the common boundary. To effect an early survey of the northern boundary of California an
estimate of $15,000 has been submitted.
The establishment of the northern limits of New Mexico is required by the
progress of public surveyf'! adjacent to the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude both in New Mexico and Colorado, as also in properly determining the
lines of grants under treaty which have localities in both Territories. For the
want of a recognized boundary between these Territories, applicants for the
survey of confirmed grants at their own expense are at a loss whether to seek
the instrumentality of the surveyor general at Santa Fe or Denver; and hence
an estimate of $15,000 is submitted to run the boundary in question.
In this connexion the propriety is suggested of finally adjusting the limits
between Georgia and Florida, so that the suryey of the public lauds in the
latter may be closed on properly defined boundary. The true line, under the
provisions of the act of Congress, approved May 4, 1826, for the settlement of
the boundary by commif;sioners on the part of the United States and the State
of Georgia, has not been established, owing to the disagreement as to the
locality of the head or source of the St. Mary's river. In order to quiet adjacent unsettled private rights, further legislation is required with the view to the
ascertainment of the true locus of the source of the St. Mary's river, according
to the intent and meaning of the treaty of 1795 with Spain.
LANDS IN THE STOCKBRIDGE RESERVE, WISCONSIN.

The act of Congress approved March 3, 1865, attaches the lands belonging
to the United States in the late Stockbridge reservation in Wiscomin to the
Menasha land district. The right of pre-emption is there secured to actual
settlers who have improvements thereon to the value of not less than fifty dollars, provided they make the necessary proof and payment within one year;
the land not sold within that time to be brought into market. This act reduces
the price to three dollars per acre for lots fronting on Lake "'W innebago; five
dollars per acre for the two tiers of lots fronting on the military road, one tier
of lots on each side thereof; and two dollars and fifty cents per acre for the
residue, whether entered under the pre-emption laws or purchased at public
sale. Instructions, therefore, have been despatched to the land officers at
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Menasha with a view of giving proper effect to this act, and ordering public
notice to be given settlers of the provisions of the statute.
INDIA:'J

RESERVATIONS

"IN PLACE "-SALES OF
FLOATS-PUEBLOS.

INJJIAN

TRUST

LANDS-

Since September 30, 1864, there have been issued seven hundred and five
patents for Indian land claims connected with the Chippewas, Delawares,
Kansas trust, Kaskaskias, Ottawas of Blanchard's fork and Roche de Bamf,
Ponca Half-breed Scrip, Sac and Fox of the Mississippi, Shawnee, Stockbridge, Winnebago trust land sales, Wyandot :floats, and pueblos, in New
Mexico, covering in the aggregate over two million four hundred and seventy
thousand acres.
SIOUX RESERVATION IN MINNESOTA.

Application was made by certain settlers upon the Sioux reservation in Minnesota to be allowed to enter the lands settled upon by them within said reservation, under the homestead law.
This office held that under the second f'lection of the act of Congress approved
March 3, 1863, parties settling on those lands are required to pay the appraised
value thereof, including the value of the improvements, and therefore those
lands could neither be entered under the homestead nor under the pre-emption
laws, at the ordinary minimum of $1 25 per acre.
rrhe improvements referred to in the law of 1863 are those made by the
United States or by the Indians.
The Secretary of the Interior having approved the Commissioner's views, instructions have been issued accordingly to the register and receiver.
PRE-EMPTIONS IN THE SIOUX RESERVE.

The resolution of the United States Senate of the 27th June, 1860, looked
to the concession of the pre-emption privilege in persons who in good faith
had settled upon the Sioux Indian reservation on the south side of the Minnesota river, in Minnesota, "provided the assent of the Indians shall first be
obtained in such manner as the Secretary of the Interior shall prescribe."
As certain pre-emptions had been asserted to tracts within the reserve, an
official call was made in May last on the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for
information as to whether such assent had been given, followed by reply that
the subject had been submitted to the Indians, who had "peremptorily and
unqualifiedly refused to give their con8ent ;" and hence such claims stand excluded from the reservation in question.
LEGISLATION CONCEDING SWAMP LANDS.

By the acts of Congress of March 2, 1849; September 28, 1850; March 2,
1855; .March 3, 18fJ7, Congress have not, only conceded swamp and over-

flowed lands "in place," but when lands of this class had been sold as arable, or
located with bounty warrants, the statute authorized the department in the one
case to pay over in money to the State authorities the amount of such sales, and
iu the other to give to the State an equivalent in public lands.
'l'he indemnity acts of 1855 and 1857 are, however, held by this office to he
wholly retrospective, and in extending by act of March 12, 1860, the swamp
conce~siun to Oregon and Minnesota the indemnity rule is . set aside and forbidden, while in regard to swamp land thereafter to be surveyed, selections
under the grant are required to be made within two years from the adjournment of the next session ?f the legislature, after official notice by the depart2
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ment to the governor of the State that the surveys have been completed and
confirmed.
Under these laws there have been selected to September 30, 1865, as swamp,
by the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, .Mississippi,
Louisiana, Michigan, Arkansas, Florida, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota, a
grand aggregate of 58,650,242 17i 0 acres. Of this there have been actually approved to the grantees 45,422,327 i 080 acres, as shown by accompanying tabular
exhibits.
Besides these swamp concessions "in place," there has been refunded in
money from the United States treasury, as indemnity-that is, on account of
the cash the United States received for tracts claimed as swamp-the sum of
$513,826 84, and special certificates have been given to allow land indemnity
on account of locations, also claimed as swamp, equal to 366,67 4-f-ifo acres.
'These enormous concessions, with large indemnity cash payments from the
public treasury, and new land indemnity grants, suggest the necessity for legislative revision, and enactmentR prescribing the mode of proceedings to be before
the district officers, and after notice in establishing swamp claims, and in taking
testimony; also in better defining what shall be treated as swamp-whether
such selections shall be restricted to lands bordering on great il)ternal water
communications, where the region is so overflowed as to be unfit for settlement,
or whether the grant shall be extended or shall exclude marshy or wet low
lands and lakes, or ponds liable to be dried up by natural causes. It is important, too, that the statute should so limit the period within which swamp
selections shall be made of lands hereafter to be surveyed as will take date in
some fixed period from the time of reception at the district land office of the
approved township plats; and further, that it should declare whether it is the
duty of the department, before YeRting title, to require a showing that condition
of the grant-namely, constructing of leeves and drains-has been complied
with.
The embarrassments arising from the unexpected magnitude of operations
under the grant, the conflicts growing out of other interests, such as railroad
grants and with individual titles, and the investigation of alleged fi'auds in selections, have, of necessity, rendered the adjustment of this business laboriou::> and
difficult.
·
'l_lhere have been approved to the States claiming swamp during the past
year 893,491.95 acres, and patents for the larger portions thereof have been
issued, whilst special patents for indemnity have been granted for 71,965.83
acres. Indemnity also in cash, under the act of 1855, has been awarded the
past year to the amount of $170,941 42, and in land for 15,87 4.16 acres.
'l_lhe State of Illinois has now on file swamp claims to land indemnity covering
many thousand acres, in the counties of rlond, Clark, Clinton, Cumberland,
Crawford, Coles, De Witt, DeKalb, Edgar, Edwards, Franklin, Grundy, Hamilton, Iroquois, Johnson, Jackson, Jasper, Kankakee, Livingston, Logan, McLean, McHenry, Macon, Macoupin, Montgomery, Massac, Ogle, Perry, Pope,
Randoiph, Rock Island, Shelby, Sangamon, Vermillion, Williamson, Wayne,
Winnebago, Whiteside, Woodford, Wabash, White, and Mason.
The clcmse for indemnifying the State is upon this ground-that the lands in
said counties which were swamp, and within that grant, have been selected as
arable tracts for locations with military bounty land warrants and scrip. There
are now, however, no public lands in Illinois with which such indemnity claims
eoll'ld be satisfied, and the established rulings of the department restrict indemnity in all cases to the limits of the State in which the original swamp premises
were situated.
Charges of fraud in the mode of making swamp selections not yet patented,
and of false representations as to the character of lands on which indemnity is
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sought, have induced the appointment, under the Secretary's orders, of a special agent to make field examinations, and from personal investigation and by
collection of credible testimony to make report with the view to definitive departmental action on claims falling \n this category. His work is not yet completed, but the reports already made fully justify the precautionary measures
heretofore adopted in this matter.
These reports indicate that while the mere form of proof for indemnity may be
complied with, the premises on which indemnity is sought are, in many instances,
among the most desirable farming lands.
.
The practical misconstruction of the laws of Congress, in many instances, in
making swamp selections, has rendered it necessary to defer further proceedings
on indemnity claims until it can be ascertained to what extent frauds may exist.
rr~he adjustment of swamp interests in California has engaged special attention in order to make existing legislation available to the State, and relieve the
matter from further delay and complication. Instructions to this end have been
despatched to the surveyors general, indicating in outline past proceedings, and
prescribing measures to effect an early execution of the law. Those instructions are to the following effect:
That the Secretary of the Interior at an early day had submitted two methods,
by either of which the State might co-operate in making swamp selections, but
that the acceptance of neither proposition had been signified. That informat:on had been received of independent State action, which, if recognized, would
lead t,o embarrassments, and that this office, "after consultation with the State
agent, had instructed the surveyors general to ascertain the swamp tracts from
the field-notes, and in cases where selections have been made, and these notes
were silent, to admit parole testimony. Lists of selections were thereafter transmitted here by the surveyor general, but were returned to be perfected, having
been found deficient in certain essential particulars.
In regard to theRe, and all other swamp selections on file in the office of the
surveyor general, that officer is informed they may now be perfected in accordance with instructions, and . may be forwarded with the testimony for definitive
adjustment. Upon being returned to the department with the proof establishing
the swampy character of the premises, the tracts will be forthwith patented to
the State if found vacant and uninterfered with, in accordance with the principle set forth in the act of March 12, 1860, and the decision of the Secretary of
May 4, in that year, any conflicts with settlers or other rights to be determined,
each cas(;, on its merits, after notice to, and hearing the parties interested.
As the act last referred to forbids selections from surveyed lands unless made
within two years from the adjournment of the legislature next ensuing the date
of said act, the surveyor general's swamp lists where surveys had been completed
at the date of that act must be made up from tracts selected within the specified time.
In regard to lands unsurveyed at the date of the act of 1860, but over which
thereafter the lines have been established, it is the right of California to make
selections within the period of limitation fixed in that act; any selections falling
in this class then properly reported will be patented to the State.
No surveye executed by agents in Califomia can be recognized, because, by
express law of Congress, surveying by any parties are forbidden except by
United States officers, whose surveys alone are binding upon the government,
the State, and individuals. By the lOth section of the act of May 30, 1862,
however, California, by her agents, can apply to the surveyor general, and in
making the requisite deposit, surveys by townships may be officially executed,
and so made a:; to cover the swamp premises which may have been heretofore
unlawfully surveyed by other than United States officers. l!..,rom the field-notes
of these official surveys selections of swamp lands can be made, and upon receipt of the same at the department they also will be duly patented to the State.
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The General Land Office has thus exert.ed its power to the fnll extent of its
legal ability for the segregation in behalf of the State and the patenting of the
swamp lands designed to be conceded by the statute.
RIPARIAN RIGHTS.

Where tracts with water-fronts on permanent bodies of water (lakeR or rivers )
have been sold by the government, the owners of the water-fronts hold in
virtue of their original titles any actual accretion which may arise; but where
there is a recision of the waters to any considerable extent from the surveyed
meanders, the premises do not fall into the category of accretions. Whf'n such
waters dieappear, from natural or other causes, it is the established practice of
the department to cause the lines of the public surveys to be extended over the
bed of the former water-course, and after public notice to dispose of the same
as other public lands.
MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS.

On the 30th September, 1865, there were outstanding m1d umatie:fied 59,834
warrants of the issues under the acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855, covering
6,331,860 acres.
For services in the war of the Revolution there are outstanding and unsatisfied warrants equal to 243,629 acres.
The Virginia military district, ·ohio, embracing an area of 3,709,848 acres, is
situated between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, northwest of the river Ohio,
and comprises, in whole or in part, twenty-two counties of that State, having been
reserved by Virginia, in her cession to the United States of the northwestern terl'itory, for the purpose of satisfying the claims for land bounty promised her officers and soldiers of the continental line in the war of the Revolution.-(Henning's Statutes at Large, vol. 11, p. 571.)
All of the lands in this district have been entered and surveyed, and for the
most part carried into patent, except a residuum of some 40,000 acres, which are
still unappropriated. These consist of small scattered parcels in the district,
and have become the property of the general government by a deed of cession,
made in 1852, from the State of Virginia. No di~position has been made of
them, nor have they ever been restored to the mass of the public domain.
Some of the tracts, it is supposed from recent investigation, are quite valuable,
containing a quantity of timber and some mineral oil. In view of the existing
relations of the government to the premises, it is recommended that all the
archives, maps, plats, and 1·ecords now in the charge of the surveyor of the Virginia military district, at Chillicothe, Ohio, be transferred by law to the General
Land Office, with authority to prescribe rules and regulations for the location and
survey of the unpatented portion, the expense thereof to be borne by locators.
COAL

LANDS-TOW~

PROPERTY.

By the original act for the disposal of coal lands and town property on the
public domain, approved July 1, 1864, any tracts embracing coal-beds or coalfields are made subject to sale, authority being conferred on the President to
offer them to the highest bidder in suitable legal subdivisions. The surveyors
general have therefore been instructed that the requirements in the official surveying manual of February 22, 1855, must be enlarged-the stipulations in
the first section of said act of 1864 rendering it necessary for deputies in surveying public lands containing coal-beds or coal-fields to note such tracts in
the field-notes, not only on the lines intersecting them, but their contour, in
order to afford data for delineating the same in the smallest legal subdivisions
.upon the official plats.
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The surveyors general are directed, in entering into contracts, to provide for
tllis additional service in special instructions, it being further required that in
the protraction of official township plats the coal tract shall be represented in
dark purple, thereby conspicuously indicating lands of this class.
At the last session Congress passed the act of :M:arch 3, 1865, supplementary
to the law of July 1, 1864, "for the disposal of coal lands and of town property
in the public domain." By this supplemental enactment citizens of the United
States who, at the date of the "act, may be in the business of bona fide actual
coal-mining on the public Jands for the purpose of commerce," have the right to
enter 160 acres, or less quantity, in legal subdivisions, including their improvements and miuing premises, at the minimum price of $20 per acre.
To give efficacy to this supplemental act, a circular has been despatched to
the proper district officer to the effect that the privil~ge granted is restricted to
a single entry by a designated class of individuals, namely, such as are citizens,
and who, on the 3d of March, 1865, the date of the act, were actually engaged
in the business as aforesaid; the statute expre!:lsly excluding from its provisions
lands reserved by the President for public uses. 'l'estimony is required to be
produced, satisfactory to the register and receiver, showing the fact of citizenship, and of the use of the premises for the purpose indicated in the statute, the
particulars to be shown in detail both as to the nature and extent of the coalmining, the period in which the business has been conducted, and in regard to
the coal being made by the party an article of commerce, so that correct judgment may be formed as to the validity of the claim. Where the proof is conclusive, the register and receiver are authorized to permit the entry according to
legal subdivisions "in compact form not exceeding 160 acres."
Where the mining improvements and premises are on land surveyed "at the
passage of this act," a sworn declaratory statement descriptive of the tract and
premises, and of the extent and charactPr of the improvements, must be filed
within six months from the date of the act, and proof and payment made within
one year from the date of the filing.
If the mining premises are on land which may be surveyed after the passage
of the law, then the declaratory statement should be filed within three months
from the return of the plat to the district land office, and proof and payment be
made within one year from the date of such filing.
TOWN LOTS.

The second section of the supplementary act of 3d 1\farch, 1865, relates to
any city or town existing on the public lands at the date of the act, and modifies
the limitation as to the extent of the areas of the town claim and town lots,
imposed by act of 1st July, 1864.
rrhe act of July 1, 1864, limits the town claim to 640 acres, and the town
lots to 4,200 feet each; but this supplemental law embraces interests in which
the lots and buildings, as municipal improvements, shall cover an area greater
than 640 acres, by declariug that any city or town existing on 3d 1\farch, 1865,
shall not be debarred because of such excess of area over or of variance from
the size of the town claim or town lots, as limited bythe act of 1st July, 1864;
that for the excess of square feet contained in Jots over the maximum named
in the act to which this is amendatory the minimum price shall be increased to
such reasonable amount as the Secretary may establish.
In the second section of the supplemental law it is provided that parties
having a possessory right to mineral veins, "which possession is recognized by
local authority," are to be protected therein, and titles to be acquired to town
lots under this act are made subject to " such recognized possession and the
necessary use thereof," yet with an express saving of the paramount title of the
United States.
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The act of 1st July, 1864, relating to town property, is only modified as re·
gards the extent of the town claim and the size of town lots. Hence it will
be necessary for the citizens of the town or city existing at the date of the
supplemental act to file with the recorder of the county in which the town or
city is situate a plat thereof, describing its exterior boundaries, and according
to the lines of the public surveys where such surveys have been executed.
Also, the plat or map of such city or town must exhibit the name of the city or
town, the streets, squares, blocks, lots, and alleys, the size of the same, with
actual measurements and area of each municipal division, and a statement of
the extent and general character of improvements.
The map and statement muttt be verified by oath of the party acting for and
on behalf of the city or town, and within one month after filing the map or
plat with the recorder of the county a veTified copy of the same and of the
statement must be sent to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with
the testimony of two witnesses that the town is a bona fide one, established and
existing at the date of the act of 1865.
WhPre the city or town is within the limits of an organized land district, a
similar copy of the map and statement must be filed with the register and
1·eceiver.
Where the city or town is founded on unsurveyed land, the exterior lines
thereof must. be distinctly marked and established, so that when the lines of
the public surveys shall hereafter be run they may be properly closed therein;
it may, in fact, be proper to adjust the exterior limits of the premises in accordance with the linPs of the public surveys, when it can be done without impairing the rights of others .
.By the second section of act of 1st July, 1864, after the transcript and statement have been filed in the General Land Office, the lots are to be offered at
public sale to the highest bidder at a minimum of ten dollars per lot; but by
the supplemental act, when the area of each lot exceeds the maximum of 4,200
square feet, the minimum price is reasonably to be increased by the Secretary.
A p1·ivilege, however, is granted to any actual settler of pre-empting one lot,
lilnd also one additional lot on which he may have "substantial improvements,"
at the minimum or increased price, at any time before the day fixed for the
public sale.
•
Inquiries have been made of the department by the land office in Colorado
as to whether the act approved 3d March, 1865, supplemental to the coal land
and town-property law of 1st July, 1864, should be "so construed as to admit
of the entries of towns located on lands where mineral is known to exist," and
whether entries should be allowed of the "mountain towns in Colorado."
These officers have consequently been instructed that the act of 3d March,
1865, takes hold of towns actually existing on the public lands prior and up to
the date of that Jaw; that the inquiry must be answered in the affirmative; yet
with this express understanding and direction, that in acting upon cases of
towns in what is known to be the mineral rc•gion it will be the duty of the land
officers to inquire whether the tracts covered by municipal subdivisions contain
the precious metals as the predominating element of value, and where such is
shown to be the case the proof must be sent on, with their opinion in that respect, acc0mpanied by all the papers, in order that such saving clause may be
inserted in the patents as may be legal and proper.
DENVER CITY TOWN SITE.

By the act of Congress approved 28th May, 1864, for the relief of the citizens of Denver, in the Teri-itory of Colorado, the provisions of the town site
law of 23d May, 1844, are extended, enlarged, and made applicable to that
place, so as to authorize an entry at the minimum price of a certain section and
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a half of land, or such portions thereof as are settled and actually occupied for
town purposes by the town of Denver, the entry to be in trust for the several
use and benefit of the rightful occupants and the bona fide owners of the improvements thereon according to their respective interests, reserving from said
sale and entry such blocks or lots in the town as may be necessary for government purposes.
By the fifth section of the act 1st July, 1864, for the disposal of coal lands
and town property on the public domain, the town site act of 23d May, 1841,
is repealed.
A question having been raised as to whether this general repeal is retroactive
and embraces the special act of 28th May, 1864, for the relief of the citizens of
Denver, this office decided that it does not ; that the repealing provisions are
prospective from the date of said act of 1st July, 1864, and the special act
aforesaid of 28th May, 1864, stands in full force and effect.
HOMESTEAD LAW.

r.rhe second section of the homestead act of May 20, 1862, declares, in regard to
entries under this law, that "on payment of ten dollars he or she shall thereupon
be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: Provided, lwwever, rrhat
no cE>rtificate shall be given or patent issued therefor until the expiration of five
years from the date of sueh entry, and if, at the expiration of such time, or at
any time within two years thereafter, the person making such entry-or, if he
he dead, his widow, or in case of her death his heirs or devisee, or in case of a
widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death-shall prove,
by two credible witnesses, that he, she, or they have resided upon or cultivated
the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding the time of filing the
affidavit aforesaid, and make affidavit that no part of said land has been alienated,
and that he has borne true allegiance to the government of the United States,
then in such case he, she, or they if at that time a citizen of the United States,
shall be entitled to a patent as in other cases provided for by law."
Questions have arisen under the law as to the right of the heirs of a party,
who, after taking initiatory steps required by the statutes, had entered the army
and died in the military service of the United States. To give efficacy to the
right of such heirs, proof satisfactory to the register and receiver must be produced establishing the fact of his actual entrance and death in the military service.
rrhe register and receiver will then have authority to credit the claim as settled
and cultivated from date of entry to date of soldier's decease; but the heirs must
keep up continuous actual settlement for such period, starting after death of the
soldier, as, with the time to be credited, will make up the full. period of five years
of actual settlement and cultivation from date of entry. At the expiration of
five years the requisite proof of settlement and cultivation must be produced to
the satisfaction of the register and receiver when in accordance with the ruling
above indicated, and thereupon it will be the duty of the register to issue a
patent certificate in favor of the heirs of the decedent, following the rule in this
respect prescribed by the second section of the pre-emption act of March 3, 1843,
in regard to deceased pre-emptors. It has been decided that a party in the
land or naval service of the United States, who has entered under the homestead
law in accordance with the act of March 21, 1864, is not required to make
actual settlement on the land until discharged from service, but after such discharge
he must thereupon immediately settle upon the tract, and comply fully with all
the requirements of the original law of .May 2, 1862. Where parties wish to
pay for the homestead before the expiration of the five years, proof of settlement
and cultivation must be made, as ·the law directs, up to the date of such payment.
Inquiries have been made as to whether a party who entered lands under the
homestead act can be "allowed to erect mills upon the same, and cut and remove
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the timber thereon for the use of said mills, without making other improvements
and cultivating the land."
Hence, it has been held that the homestead oath expressly requires "cultivation," and consequently it is incumbent on the settler to prove cultivation
before he receives patent. At what period of his settlement he is to cultivate
the law does not declare, but it is manifest he cannot subsist on the land without
cultivation, unless he has other resources. Therefore, if he fail to plough, to
sow, to reap, his mill will not avail him, as the timber sawed can only be applied
in improving his settlement-such as in building, fencing, and constructing implements necessary for agriculture or some domestic use.
Should the settler, however, cut and saw timber for purposes other than tl1e
improvement of the land, namely, for sale, it will be liable to seizure. In granting a homestead right, Congress contemplated. bonafide in the settler, and any
abuse or waste tending to impair the value of the land before maturity title,
viz., at the end of five years' residence and cultivation, is in conflict with the
meaning of the homestead law, and prohibited.
WISCONSIN FIVE PER CENT. FUND A~D MILWAVKIE AND ROCK RIVER
COMPANY •

CA~AL

.W?.sconsin.five per cent.fund.
The act of June 18, 1828, granted to the rl'erritory and State of Wisconsin
138,996 acres of public land to aid in the construction of a canal to connect the
waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock river. As the canal was not
constructed, the lands, by the terms of the act, reverted to the United States.
The State, however, having sold 1~5,43l18j0 acres thereof, the matter was referred to the Attorney General, under whose opinions of July 24, 1852, and
September 18, 1854, the lands thus sold were computed at $2 50 per acre, and
charged against the fiy-e per cent. fund of the State, amounting to $313,579 55.
The five per cent. fund on December 30, 1862, was found to be $250,139 11,
leaving a balance due the United States of $63,440 44. Against this sum was
charged, as offset, the accrued five per cent. fund from time to time.
By joint resolution of July 1, 1861, for the relief of the State of Wisconsin,
it was provided that the Secretary of the Interior, in adjusting the five per
centum of the net proeeeds of sales within the limits of the State of Wisconsin, should estimate and charge against the State the value of the aforesaid
125,431l<fo acres, at $1 25 per acre, and that the State should be credited with
the amount legally aud properly applied towards the cost of selling the lands
and constructing the canal.
'The Oommission~r of the General Land Office was designated to adjust the
account under supervision of the Secretary, and to determine the sum chargeable
to the State, and what sum should be credited. Under this resolution an
account wat~ presented in behalf of Wisconsin, admitting a balance due the
United States of $88,433 91. On the adjustment, a balance was found due
the United States of $101,355 05, caused by rejecting items charged by the
State, amounting to $12,921 14, as not "legally or properly applied" towards
selling the granted lands or constructing the canal. 'I'he acconnt between the
United States and the State of vYisconsin, as adjusted, may. briefly be summed
up as follows:
125,431~ 2 acres, at $1 25 _____ .. _...... _........ ___ . . . .
$156, 789 77
00
Amount of expenditures allowed .. _.. _ ....... - - ... - . . . . . .
55, 434 72

Leaving amount charged to the State under resolution ... _... .
The five per cent. fund as above stated is ........ _........ .
Leaving a balance due the State of .............•• _.. _... .

101,355 05
250,139 11
148,784 06

----
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MILWAUKIE AND ROCK RIVER CANAL COMPANY.

By the same resolution the adjustment of an account was required between
the United States and the Canal Company, wherein the company were to be
allowed such sums of money as had been properly expended in the survey and
location of the canal, in its construction, as far as that had been done, together
with dams, locks, slack-water navigation, and in the management and keeping the
same in repair, not exceeding, however, the balance charged against the State
after deducting the allowances upon the sale of canal lands, the Commissioner
to determine what sums should be credited.
'l'he company presented an account for expenditures amounting to
$153,625 86. Upon the adjustment of that account, the sum found due the
company was $76,492 77; making a difference between the claim preferred by
the company and that allowed of $77,133 09; caused, first, by the exclusion
from the official adjustment of $21,587 32, charged and entered in the account
subsequent to the passage of the resolution, for repairs, office rent, services of
officers and attr)l'neys; and second, by the non-admission of $56,545 77,
claimed as interest paid from time to time.
Interest, in the first place, forms no part of the cost of survey, location, construction or management of the public works, such being a liability of the
company, not an expenditure upon the canal.
In the next place, unless the statute in express words orders the admission
of interest, it cannot be allowed by the Executive, such allowance being
against the general policy of Congress.
For these considerations, the interest claimed was held inadmissible, and accordingly rejected out of the aforesaid sum of.. $101, 355 05
Constituting the net proceeds of the sale by Wisconsin of the
canal lands. Deducting the award made to the company under
the joint resolution of._ ........ __ .................. . . .
76, 492 77
Leaves the amount of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
24, 862 28
the residue of the aforesaid proceeds as public moneys in the treasury of the
United States, being the total consideration the government has received on account of the grant, the measure it contemplated having failed, as only an
inconsiderable portion of the canal was constructed.
HARBOR AND SHIP-CANAL GRANT TN MICHIGAN.

By an act approved March 3, 1865, Congress made provision for "granting
land to the State of Michigan, to aid in building a harbor and ship-canal at
Portage lake~ Keweenaw Point, Lake Superior."
The act concedes to the State 200,000 acres in aid of the construction of a
harbor and ship-canal to connect the waters of Lake Superior and the waters of
Portage lake, to be selected in subdivisions by agent of the State, subject to
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from any lands in the upper peninsula subject to private entry, the law stipulating that the selections shall be
made fr0m alternate and odd-numbered sections of land nearest the location of
the canal, not otherwise appropriated, and not from lands designated by the
United States as "mineral," before the passage of said act, nor from lands to
which the rights of pre-emption or homestead have attached.
Instructions were accordingly issued in April last to the register and receiver
at Marquette to facilitate the execution of the law, and these officers have been
advised that the odd-numbered sections within the limits of the military wagon
road from Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, to Fort Howard, Green Bay, in Wisconsin, are not subject to selection under the aforesaid act of March 3, 1865.
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COAL OIL LANDS IN CALIFORNIA AND COLORADO.

The land officers at Humboldt, California, reported in January, 1865, that
petroleum or coal oil had been discovered in certain townships, and it was believed that deposits in that section are extensive and destined to become valuable.
Information likewise has been received from Denver leading to the belief that
such deposits exist also in Colorado. Instructions have, therefore, been despatched, to the effect that it is not the policy of the government to deal with
petroleum tracts as ordinary public lands any more than with auriferous or other
mineral or salines, and hence the district land officers were required to rep0rt
the exact description of any and all tracts strictly of the character mentioned,
and withhold the same from disposal by the government, unless otherwise
specially instructed.
SUPPRESSION OF TIMBER DEPREDATIONS.

This valuable interest, the protection of which has been incidentally assumed
by the department, is becoming daily more important as settlements advance, it
being so indispensable in every relation and branch of social industry. For
many years the timber region of the west, viewed perspectively by tile statesman, was speculatively appreciated, but its preservation from waste was not
then contemplated, because of its exhaustless abundance. '.rhe progress of civilization westward within the last thirty years, the wants of a teeming population, inventive and industrious, have made such inroads on this great staple,
that it became necessary by penal enactment to interdict its waste. Regardless of statutory prohibition, the pressing demand of settlers and the avarice of
capitalists laid waste and spoliated immense areas of timber land until the mischievous effects thereof on the interests of private land owners adjacent constrained the latter to invoke the interposition of the department. Various
efforts were made to arrest the evil. Prosecutions were instituted, agencies
established, large expenditures incurred, but all without the desired results.
Combinations were formed between capital and labor. Community of wants,
aided by remoteness and beyond the vigilance of executive officers, rendered
prosecutions ineffectual and baffled every effort. Even in comparatively wellsettled regions local sympathy sealed up the sources of information, and those
personally interested to suppress the mischief would sit inactively, mailing complaints to the department a thousand miles off from the scene of depredation.
It became necessary to act; a change of system became imperative, and recourse
was had to the employes of the government wherever there was no incompatibility of service. The consequence has been that the trespassing is decreased,
and in lieu of prosecutions a compromise system has been adopted, thereby
effecting a compensatory return for the waste committed whhout cost to the
treasury, securing a fund ample to defray all expenses, with a surplus of
$30,000 deposited in the United States treasury. Experience has taught us
that when community interests conflict with law, and public opinion is in conflict with its enforcement, it becomes virtually inoperative. Hence, by other
means equally effective, ends unattainable by legal exactions may be accomplished and public and private interests secured.
The department, by a civil procedure; and avoiding criminal courts, has legitimately converted waste timber into a productive fund, and is gradually suppressing an evil hitherto commensurate with the timber domain of the west. No
new legislation is necessary. The present laws, discreetly administered, are ample for protection, unless Congress should deem proper by express enactment
to give direct sanction to the authority of the Commissioner, now regarded by
this office as legitimately incidental, of relaxing or enforcing the penalty im-
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posed by the act of March 2, 1831, on such conditions as shall seem meet to
him in all cases involving the spoliation of public timber.
In order to arrest the consequence of concealment as to the proprietorship of
timber, a provision by law should declare that in all cases where there is probable cause of seizure of timber, the onus of proof of ownership thereof should be
thrown upon the possessor. To this no honest dealer could object, as it would
enable him to enter market without the fear of being undersold by a fraudulent
competitor.
In connexion with the interests of the Central Pacific Railroad Company on
the California side, representations were received that saw-mills had been
erected and timber depredations committed. Instructions were therefore communicated to the register and receiver at Marysville to protect the public interests in that respect, but permitting pre-emption and homestead settlers to use
the timber for building fences and repairs, yet interdicting cutting for market
until actual pre-emption, purchase, or consummation of homestead.
The register and receiver have been directed to warn those engaged in sawmill operations that the law would be rigidly enforced against offenders; at the
same time, for the depredation a reasonable stumpage must be exacted. Since
then the subject has been again called up, and instructions have been issued to
the land officers at Marysville, informing them that the inhibitory law as to trespass, of 2d March, 1831, is explicit, and in its provisions mandatory upon all.
No discretion is given, no conditional provision made, whereby it can be
adapted to any exigency beyond its letter, the Executive being estopped at
the threshold. 'The timber belongs to the United States, and no authority to
sell or to permit any one to cut or use it exists. Hence the difficulty-either a
refusal to relieve the pressing wants of settlers or permission to violate the law.
ln order, therefore, to meet the exigencies of the case, this office proposed a
compromise, substitudng a uuiform tariff of fees, in lieu of selling the timber
seized, mitigating thereby the penalty in consideration of the peculiar local necessities of the settlers.
The arrangement proposed rests on the principle of treating the parties as
offenders under extenuating circumstances, and releasing them on conditions
ample to meet the exactions of justice-a principle applicable as well bifore as
after conviction. Hence, while the law is not evaded, nor its violation countenanced, the wants of new settlements are gratified so far as consistent with sound
policy and the necessity of the case.
RESTORATION OF THE PUBLIC LAND MACHINERY TO THE STATES OF MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, FLORIDA, LOUISIANA, AND ARKANSAS,

By the President's proclam·t.tion of 13th June, 1865, it was ordered that the
laws relating to the Interior Department applicable to the geographical limits
of Mississippi be put in force in that State. Accordingly it was recommended
that a register and receiver be appointed by the President for the district of lands
subject to sale at Jackson, Mississippi, who should be instructed to collect and
so arrange the land archives as would enable those officers to administer the
public land system within their jurisdiction, and that they should be required
to collect and arrange the archives belonging to the other land districts in the
same State, and to report which of these should be opened to business, and what
consolidation can be made so as to afford reasonable facilities, and secure proper
economy.
It "\v'as at the same time proposed that registers and receivers should be appointed at Mol_ltgomery, Alabama; Tallahassee, Florida; New Orleans, Louisiana;
and Little Rock, Arkansas.
Appointments at all the different points mentioned, Jackson excepted, have
ah:eady been made.
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The land officers at :Montgomery have entered into satisfactory bonds, and
instructions have been communicated to the register, with a view to prompt
resumption of business, and the same course of proceeding will be had in orde:r
that our land system at an early period may be i.a full operation throughout the
aforesaid States.
DISCONTINUAKCE AND CONSOLIDATION OF LAND OFFICES.

By the 2d section of the act of 12th June, 1840, it is made the duty of the
department to discontinue land offices where the quantity of unsold acres is less
than 100,000, and the residue is made subject to sale at somr~ one of the existing land offices most convenient to the district in which the land office shall
have been discontinuE-d, of which the Secretary shall give notice.-(Vol. 5, p. 385.)
The 7th section of the act of September 4, 1841, gives authority for the continuance of" any land district in which is situated the seat of government of any
one of the States, and for the continuance of the land office in such district, notwithstanding the quantity of lands unsold'' may not amount to "100, 000 acres,
when in" the ::;ecretary's "opinion such continuance may be required by public
convenienee, or in order to close the land syatem in such State at a convenient
point," uuder act of 12th June, 1840.
In the general appropriation act, March 3, 1853, (acts, page 194,) it is provided, "that wbenever the cost of collecting the revenue from the sales of the
public lands in any United States land district shall be as much as one-third of the
whole amount received in such district, it shall and may be lawful for the President of the United States, if in his opinion not incompatible with the public interest, to discontinue the land office in such district, and to annex the said district to
some other adjoining land district or districts of the United States."-(Vol. 10,
p. 194.)
By the act of 3d March, 1855, (vol. 10, p. 244,) the President is" authorized to
change the location of the land offices in the several land districts established by
law, and to establish the same from time to time at such point in the district as lw
may deem expedient."
ln the act of February 18, 1861, (vol. 12, page 131,) provision is made in
relation to consolidating land offices; and by the 5th section of the act of 30th
May, 1862, the President, on the recommendation of the Oommissionf'r, approved
by the Secretary, ''rna)· order the discontinuance of any land office, and the
transfer of its business and archives to any other land office within the same
State or Territory."-(Vol. 12, p. 409.)
It is important, and recommended, that further legislation be had authorizing
the President to modify the boundaries of land districts, so as to enlarge or diminish according to the convenience of the public.
LEGISLATION SUGGESTED TO MEET CASES WHF.RE THE LANDS ARE SOLD OUT
I~ A STATE.

As land operations may be virtually wound up in a State, it is important that
authority of law should be conferred for transfering all the records to the seat
of the general government, and that to the Commissioner should be dclPgated in
such cases all the powers possessed by the register and receiver under existing
laws.
An enactment to this end will save the salary and incidental expenses of six
officers, which may be dispensed with at an early day, and will meet such cases
as may hereafter arise from time to time in the closing of public land business
within the limits of any State.
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NEW LAND DISTRICT SUGGESTED.

It is recommended that authority_of law be given for the organization of land
districts in Arizona, Idaho, Utah, and 1\'Iontana.
In the advance of our people over those distant Territories, such organization
is neceRsary in order to enable them to consummate titles under the pre-emption
and homestead laws.
It is not expected that the proceeds from sales will meet expenses for some
time to come, yet advantages in the suggested measure are to be realized in extending the beneficent agency of the general government to our people, however
distant from the political centre, thus enabling them to realize the benefits of
wise and liberal legislation.
LIMITATION SUGGESTED FOR TAKING APPEALS.

As the law now stands there is no period of limitation for taking appeal from
decisions of the Commissioner.
It is true, that when a patent issues the case passes beyond the reach of the
department, but prior to that time an appeal may be taken, even though years
may elapse from date of entry.
To guard against the evils incident to this, it is submitted that a specified
time from date of adjudication by local offices shall be fixed for an appeal to
this office, ah:o for taking appeal from the General Land Office decision to the
head of the department; and further, that to make an appeal effective, the appellant shall file his affidavit, pointing out the alleged error of fact or of law,
and stating that it is not for the purpose of vexation or delay to his opponent.
Lands partaking both of the characteristics of arability and of mineral cases
arise in the administration of the pre-emptiou laws, in which the validity of
claims are drawn in question by allegations that the premises are mineral lands.
The rule adopted is to order au examination to determine whether the predominating element in value is mineral or arable. If the latter, of course the exception fails; but if in mineral, the pre-emption is rejected, the laws expressly
interdicting such lauds from pre-emption; and heu,ce, even if a patent should by
inadvertence issue embracing a tract more valuable as mineral than for agriculture, it would not vest in the party a valid title.
TWO AND THREE PER CENT. FUND ON THE NET PROCEEDS OF THE SALES OF
THE PUBLIC LANDS.

'l'he account for the five per cent., amounting to $5,690 28 on thia fund, for
the State of Wisconsin, has been reported up to 31st December, 1864, to the
treasury for payment.
Accounts are in process of adjustment for the amount of such fund as may
have accrued to the States of Michigan, Minnesota, Kansas, and Oregon in the
year ending 31st December, 1864, and will be reported for payment at an early
day. Nothing has accrued to the State of Nevada since her admission into the
Union, and for the State of California no provision in this respect has been
made. No percentage has accrued to the States of Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, 1\'Iissouri, Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Florida since the period
of past reported adjustment. In the State of Illinois, claiming the two per
cent. under act of 3d March, 1857, an adjustment of the three per cent. on the
value of permanent Indian reservation, at $1 25 per acre, has been made and
paid over, nothing further having been found due the State, according to the
judgment of this office, under existing laws.

231061

Oklahoma State Librarf

30

REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

FEES OP REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS.

The act of Congress approved March 21, 1864, amendatory of the homestead law, limits, by the 6th section, the salary and fees of all registers and
receivers to a sum uot exceeding $3,000 per annum; the 4th section increasing
their fees in pre-emption cases to one dollar each, under regulations to be prescribed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office.
Pursuant to these provisions an official circular was issued April 18, 1864,
authorizing the register to collect the fee of one dollar when a pre-emption
" notice" is filed; the receiver's fee to be collected when proof and payment
are made.
At the same time it was required of "the register and "eceiver to account in
all cases for pre-emption fees received as revenue, using the form of fee statement already provided," being that which accompanied circular of January 3,
1863.
At the time the circular of 1863 was issued it applied only to consolidated
land offices. Now it applies to all land offices, the fees being a part of their
compensation, which is not to exceed the $3,000 maximum, and hence they
must be accounted for-must be paid to the receiver as other fees, and credited
to the United States in monthly and quarterly accounts.
By the first section of the act of Congress approved July 1, 1864-Statutes
for 1864, page 335, chapter 196-it is stipulated that "in the location of lands
by States and corporations, under grants from Uongress for railroads and other
purposef'l, except for agricultural colleges, the registers and receivers of the
land offices of the several States and 'rerritories, in the districts where such
lands may be located, for their services therein, shall be entitled to receive a
fee of one dollar for each final location of one hundred and sixty acres, to be
paid by the State or corporation making such location, the same to be accounted for in the same manner as fees and commissions on warrants and preemption locations, with limitations as to maximums of salary prescribed by
existing laws, in accordance with such instructions as shall be given by the
Commissioner of the General Lanu Office."
ln::;tructions have been issued to the proper land officers advising them that,
under this law, the register and receiver are respectively entitled to receive a
fee of one dollar for each final location of one hundred and sixty acres, or any
quantity approximate thereto, where the deficit is less than forty acres. That
the gr~mtees shall file with the register and receiver lists of the tracts claimed
by them as inuring under the grant ; the lists to be verified by the agent or
attorney. 'l'hat in the preparation of those lists the register and receiver will
afford the agent or attorney all reasonable facilities, but not to the interruption
of current public business; the lists to be critically examined by the district
officers, their accuracy tested by the plats and records, and when so tested and
examined to be treated as a "final location," and are to be so certified to the
General Land Office.
These summary proceedings will then authorize the district office to collect
the fees; and when the lists are here received, with evidence of the fee payments, such definite action as the law requires will be taken by this office with
a view to in vest the grantees with complete title. Fees for exemplifications
furnished by the General Land Office.
The act of Congress approved July 2, 1864, on this subject, went into effect
on July 1, 1865. Accordingly, a system with proper checks has been established,
and the proceeds received for such services are promptly paid into the treasury
at the close of each month.

-~--~~--------~~--------
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SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.

The accounts of receivers of public moneys, disbursing agents, surveyors
general and deputies, are adjusted to recent dates, and it is a source of gratification to report that within a full administrative term not a single defalcation
is known to this office.
EVENTS IN EARLY AND LATER HISTORY INDICATING THE NECESSITY FOR DIRECT
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THl<: EASTERN AND WESTERN SHORES OF THE
CONTINENT AND WITH THE EAST INDIES.

In the earliest period of the history of this continent the statesmen of Europe
were alive to the importance of more direct communication with the east, the
first discoverer having sailed westward in search of a direct pagsage to India,
and reach ed in his last voyage the Darien isthmus, yet without seeing the Pacific, which was discovered a few years afterwards by Balboa, one of his distinguished succeseors. The Spanish captains, under instructions from the Court
of Madrid, were actively in search of a passage between the two oceans.
Hernan Cortez having sought information in this respect from the Mexican
Emperor, and learned from him that none such existed, was then furnished a
chart of the Tehuantepec isthmus.
Th e dis tingui:-;hed philosopher and voyageur Humboldt, in the early part of
this century , invited the attention of statesmen and the trading world to several
diff~re nt locAlities as channels of communication across the continent. The
most north erly was proposed in latitude 54° 37', where he suggested the
uniting of the sources of Peace river with those of the Columbia, their sources
being seven leagues apart, the Columbia constituting the outlet westward to the
Pacific ocean, whi1:3t Peace river, mingling its waters with ::-:lave lake and
Mackenzie river, formed the outlet to the Arctic, whence a water communication
eastward could be traced to the Atlantic.
'rhe second point proposed, advancing southward, was in the 40 ° north latitude, and this was to be accomplished by uniting the sources of the Rio Grande
del Norte-that river flowing into the Gulf of Mexico on the Atlantic sidewith the sources of the Colorado, the latter discharging itself into the Gulf of
California on the Pacific, the sources of these rivers being thirteen leagues
apart.
The third, fourth, and fifth localities, Tehuantepec, Nicaragua, and Panama,
th~ main points which Humboldt suggested for inter-oceanic communication,
were those which occupied the attention of the Spanish authorities three and a
half centuries ago, and have been the subject of grave consideration from that
time to this by eminent men of both hemispheres.
Whilst Humboldt was examining the outline of the continent in view of its
commercial relations, President Jefferson planned the national expedition Wlhich
was accomplished for tracing a route to the Pacific by ascending the Missouri,
crossing the Rocky mountains, and descending the Columbia river to the Western ocean. .A few years after this exploration, an able English writer, in contemplating the opening of a maritime communication between the two oceans,
predicted that the whole of tbe immense interests which are deposited in the
region s of Asia would become augmented in value to a degree which then could
not be conceived, by obtaining direct access to them across the Pacific; that
the traffic would be immense which would immediately begin to cover that ocean;
that all the riches of India and China would move towards America, and the
riches of Europe and .America would move towards Asia; that vast depots
would be formed at the great commercial towns which would immediately arise
at the two extremities of the central canal, and that goods would be in a course
of perpetual passage from one depot to the other.
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In latter years the governments of Old Spain, Mexico, France, and England
have made demonstrations in this respect in the interests of trade, whilst the
subject did not escape the attention of that extraordinary man who now presides
with such acknowledged ability over the French empire, and whose views in regard to the Nicaragua canal were published some twenty years ago. Th e lP-gislative and executive mind of our own country in the years 1835 and 1846 had
been occupied with this subject, and negotiations were opened with Central
America and Grenada. The war, in the year following, with Mexico was succeeded by the treaty of 1848 with that republic, whereby our boundary to the
Rio Grande was acknowledged, and the pre-existing possessions on the distant
west so enlarged as to extend from 322- north latitude to Puget's sound and the
49° parallel, thereby giving us a sea-coast on the Pacific ocean of one thousand
six lmndrea and twenty miles.
By these events the interests of the people of tl1e United States and the Pacific were indefinitely multiplied, and in view of these interests the national
energies were put forth to facilitate and quicken inter-communication by land
and sea ;-the new and wonderful agents of nature, steam and the electric power,
in their development, having been brought by American genius into active and
general requisition to meet public and individual wants, in the establishment of
steam lines on the Atlantic and Pacific, running an aggregate distance of seven
thousand miles, breaking bulk at the Isthmus, the narrow neck of lnnd standing as an obstruction to the trade of the world, whilst within our own limits the
telegraph does its bidding in placing our people even on the opposite ocean
shores in daily intercourse.
Now, in this age of unprecedented progress, what indemnity has 1he wisdom of
the national legislature given to the demands of trade and intercourse, in view
of the Isthmian obstructions 1 The answer is found in the
RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE RAILWAY SVSTEl\1 "LNDER
LATION.

CO~GRESSIONAL

LEGIS-

By an act of Congress in 1850, a grant was made to Illinois to aid in the construction of railroads. It conveyed for the purpose 2,595,053 acres, which have
been valued as high as thirty millions of dollars, resulting in an extraordinary
impulse to the settlement and prosperity of the State. At the date of the grant
nearly half of the public land within the limits of Illinois was vacant and undisposed of. Now, after the lapse of only fifteen years, the United t)tates have
virtually retired as a landholder from the State.
By an act of August 4, 1852, the right of way is granted "to all rail and
plank roads and macadamized turnpikes passing through the public land belonging to the United States," where the companies may be chartered within ten
years from that date; since extended to August 4, 1867.
Congress have likewise granted lands for similar purposes to l\1ississippi, Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas', Iowa, Florida, Michigan, Louisiana, Wisconsin,
l\linnesota, and Kansas. These, together with the concessions to Illinois, cover an
area, by estimate in round numbers, of forty million seven hundrerl and fortyfive thousand six hundred acres, half of which has already been certified and the
titles vested.
In aid of the construction of wagon roads there have been conceded to Wisconsin, Michigan, and Oregon, an aggregate of nearly two and a quarter millions of acres. These grants are, however, secondary in extent to the great Pacific railwny routes, which are designed, by two lines some eight degrees of latitude from each other, to span the territories of the Union from near the geographical centre of the republic to the Pacific ocean.
The authority for these concessions is found in the act of Congress approved
July 1, 1862, and the amendatory law of July 2, 1864. The first of these routes
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having centrality of position, is to be formed by the Union Pacific on the eastern or Missouri side, linked to the Central Pacific on the western or Pacific side,
·COnstituting one great national route, beginning on the Miesouri river at the
mouth of tbe Kansas, in north latitude 39° 201, near the latitude of Washington
city, the national metropolis, and of St. Louis, curving northward, takes its
westerly course by two branches along the Kansas and Republican rivers, uniting upon the lOOth mtJridian, thence across the plains to Denver, the capital of
the new State of Colorado, onward over mountains and through valleys, extending to Great Salt Lake City, in latitude 40° 50'. From that point the Union
Pacific and Central will traverse Nevada, near the silver region, entering California, and reaching the navigable waters of the Sacramento, in latitude 40° lfl',
turning southwardly along the valley of that river, 'V ia Sacramento City, it will
extend to San Francisco, in latitude 37° 4 7'. Then the terminus on the eastern
or Kansas-Missouri side will have a b1anch road, now in progress, and the construction of which is nided by a liberal grant, starting from Leavenworth, through
Lawrence, in Kansas, to the southern boundary of that State, in the direction
of Galveston bay, on the Gulf of Mexico. This road, extended to the latter
point, would not only open to our advancing population one of the richest agricultural regions on the continent, but would connect the whole system of railroads north and south, unite them to the great Pacific trunk line, and bind the
northern, central, and. southern portions of the great valley of the Mississippi by
the indissoluble bonds of interest and commerce. Congress has ordered land
concessions in aid of the Union Central route, which, by estimate, will embrace
some thirty-five millions of acres.
The second of these semi-continental routes is the northern Pacific railway,
which will b8gin at a point on Lake Superior, in Minnesota, in latitude 4 7°
north, running thence westwardly between the parallels of 45° 30 1 and 43° 301
north latitude, by a serpentine line to Olympia, at the southernmost point of
Paget's sound, in latitude 47° 12' west, in W a:::hington Territory, the most distant political mosaic block of the republic, with a branch road along the Yalley
of the Columbia river to Portland, Oregon, in latitude 45° 30 1• The land grant
by Congress to accomplish this great work will comprise, by estimate, fortyseven millions three hundred and sixty thousand acres.
· A division on the Pacific side of the Central Pacific railway bas been actually
completed, equipped, and is in running order.
Authentic advices having reached here in l\Iarch last that the commissioners,
under the 6th section of the act of 2d J u1y, 1864, had made report to that
effect in regard to the "portion of the line of railroad and telegraph from a
point on the east bank of the Sacramento river, at the foot of I •.street, in the
city of Sacramento, Califomia, for a distance of thirty-one consecutive miles
eastward," 'in aid of this part of the work selections in Marysville land district have been returned for the Central Pacific Railroad Company under the
grant, accompanied by evidence of the payment of cost of survey, as required
by the 21st section of the act of 2d July, 1864, (Statutes, page 365,) and also of
the fees allowed the register and l'eceiver by another act of 1st July, 1864, page .
335. Accordingly, the department has actually certified by schedule to said
company forty-five thousand and some hundred acres, to be followed by a
patent investing the company with the fee for all clear lands not mineral in the
certified schedule. Lands on the Missouri eastern division of the Union Pacific
were withdrawn in 1862, but no action in certifying selections on that side has
yet been called for. In March last a diagram was sent to this office, showing
the proposed route of the Northern Pacific railroad; but in report of the 22d
June last to the Secretary it was recommeuded by the Commissioner as an indispensable preli111inary to the withdrawal of lands to satisfy the grant that
there should be required a connected map showing the exact location of the
northern route, indicating by flag-staffs the progress of the survey; the map
3
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to be authenticated by the affidavit of the engineers, with the approval of the
accredited chief officer of the grantee. When such map shall have been filed,
the :first step will have been taken with a view to the future satisfaction of the
grant, as the work of constructing the Northern Pacific shall from time to time
advance over the great region of the Union which it is designed to traverse.
These immense railroad grants, by estimate, embrace the quantity of one
hundred and twenty-five millions of acres, exceeding by eight millions of
acres the aggregate area of the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. These enormous grants are within abo•,1t a
fourth of being twice the united area of England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland,
Guernsey, Jersey, the Isle of Man, and islands of the British seas, and less
than a tenth of being equal to the French empire proper, with its 89 departments and its 37,510 communes.
Why is it that the Congress of the United States, as the national trustee,
charged nuder the Constitution with the disposal of the public lands, have made
grants on such a stupendous scale as this 1 The answer is found not merely in
the indemnifying principle of duplicating the reserved sections, but in the higher
purpose of opening speedy communication by the iron railway acro3s the continent to unite the great industrial interests of the Atlantic slope, the valley of
the Mississippi, and the declivity from the Rocky mountains to the Pacific, as
the accompanying railroad exhibit and maps of such grants may serve to some
extent to illustrate.
Forty-odd years ago an eminent French geographer, referring to the then
extent and geniality of the United States, declared it a region in which man is
everywhere occupied in building houses, in founding cities, in opening new
lands, in subjugating nature; that on all sides were heard the blows of the
hatchet, the blasts of the forge ; that ancient forests were delivered to the
flames, the plough passing over their ashes, and smiling cities, temples, and
palaces rising up within a short distance of Indian cabins.
The same authority referred to the progress of these States as then unexampled, having risen from the war of the Revolution from thirteen States and
two and a half millions of people to twenty-four States with a population of
ten millions. Such are the glimpses of a philosophic mind from the Atlantic
slope, where the elements of progress were then, and have ever since been, so
actively in motion.
What is the condition of things now 1 The national boundaries have been
enlarged, as hereinbefore indicated, by the treaties, not only of 1848, but 1853,
with Mexico, and our northern limits on the Pacific side are settled by the treaty
of 1846 with Great Britain. Our political communities have advanced from
twenty-four to thirty-six States, nine 'rerritories, and the Indian country, whilst
we have increased from ten to thirty-four millions.
The people on the shores of the Western ocean are advancing from that side
towards the interior, whilst from the Atlantic our people are progressing westward to unite their interests with the millions dwelling in the valley of the
Mississippi, the basin of which embraces a million of square miles, capable of
supporting a hundred million;=; of inhabitants; the river, with its tributaries,
having a steamboat navigation of 16,600 miles, the great river itself rolling its
floods to the ocean, bearing upon its bosom the immense products of this most
fertile region, and returning in exchange the diversified productions of other portions of the Union and of foreign countries.
In the zenith of ancient greatness the extreme northwestern limit of the dominions of civilization was :fixed in the second century of the Christian era at
the wall of Antoninus, a rampart against Caledonian incursions, extending from
the Frith of Forth to the Clyde, near the 56° parallel of north latitude, in Scotland. The great public highways of that age, issuing, as the historian informs
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us, from the Forum, "traversed Italy, pervaded the provinces, and were terminated only by the frontiers of the empire." It linked together cities of ancient
Italy, traversed Cisalpine Gaul, passing the Alps, entering Spain, opening the
forests of Britain, diverging so as to connect provincial cities of Greece, Asia,
and Africa, having been drawn out from the northwest to the southeast at the
capital of .Judea, a "length of four thousand and eighty Roman," or three thousand seven hundred and nine statute miles. By a comparison of the length of
this splendid and enduring work of antiquity, with the enactments in respect to
our overland connexions with the Pacific, some idea may be formed of the magnitude of purpose of the American mind in the construction of the two great
national railways of an aggregate length of over four thousand statute miles,
and which are designed to connect existing highways already traversed by locomotives in every direction of the eastern half of the republic, having in 1864 an
aggregate extension of thirty-five thousand miles.
In the administration of the laws making the Pacific grant of the central
route the legal rate of the sections retained by the government has been the
pubject of consideration, resulting in the
DEFINITIVE SETTLEMENT OF THE QUESTION AS TO THE MINIMUM RATE OF THE
EVEN OR UNITED STATES RESERVED ALTERNATE SECTIONS ALONG THE LINE
OF THE PACIFIC RAILROAD.

In July, 1862, a map was filed in this office of the Leavenworth, Pawnee and
Western railroad, now known as "the Union Pacific railroad, eastern division,"
the company claiming, pursuant to the act of 1st July, 1862, "to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri river to the Pacific
ocean;" and on the 12th September following, instructions were despatched by
the Commissioner to the register and receiver at Junction City, Kansas, in which
the several statutes bearing upon the interests of the grant, and of settlers, were
carefully considered.
In those instructions the claims of pre-emptors are held admissible where the
settlements were made after the withdrawal of the lands to satisfy the grant,
and prior to the final allotment of the alternate sections to the railroad, upon
payment at the rate of $2 50 per acre.
Subsequently, and during the present year, exception was taken to the correctness of our ratability; and in a given case, as the price was not stated in said
act of 1st July, 1862, nor in act of 2d July, 1864, a former Secretary sustained
the exception, not regarding the lands in question as affected by the act of 3d
March, 1853. The General Land Office, however, has relied, as fixing the price
of these reserved sections, on the said act of March 3d, 1853, vol. 10, p. 244, for
extending "pre-emption rights to certain lands therein mentioned," as follows:
"'!'hat the pre-emption laws of the United States, as they now exist, be and
they are hereby extended over the alternate reserved sections of the public lands
along the lines of all the railroads in the United States whenever public lands
have been or may be granted by acts of Congress."
'l'he words here used are comprehensive, reaching retrospectively and infuturo,
without any limitatiou whatever, in fact to all time~ with the express stipulation
"that the price to be paid shall in all cases be two dollars and fifty cents per
acre, or such other minimum price as is now fixed by law, or may be fixed upon
lanas hereafter granted."
The minimum price then fixed by law for railroad reserved sections was two
dollars and fifty cents ($2 50) per acre. Since then neither the said. acts of 1862,
1864, nor any other law, has changed the railroad minimum. The established
doctrine of this office is that there are two distinct classes of tracts under our
agrarian system:
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1st. r.rhe "ordinary minimum" of $1 25 per acre; and, 2d, the "railroad minimum" of $2 50 per acre.
These two minimums are everywhere known as separate and distinct from
each other in land legislation and land administration.
r_t'he term minimum, Tailroad minimum, therefore, as found in the second clause
of said act of 1853, should not be confounded with the ordinary minimum, which
applies to the great mass of the unreserved public lands, but must, in our judgment, be treated as part of the special matter-railroad tracts-dealt with in the
said act of 1853, namely, railroad lands which are fixed at $2 50 per acre, and
that, too, as the law declares, "in all cases," past and future.
The importance of the issue to the interests of the United States was set down
at over twenty millions of dollars, even if all such lands were di~posed of at
private sale; but if at public auction, and the coal, useful and precious metals
are embraced, the estimate would be immensely increased, because the rate will
affect every even-numbered or United States reserved section falling in the belt
stretching latitudinally from the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean. By letting
down the reserved section to the ordinary minimum, the line which Cougress
has drawn in legislation between the m·dinary minimum and the railroad minimum would, in the CQmmissioner's opinion, he obliterated; the indemnity to the
United States by the enhanced price of reserved sections, the basis on which
such grants were founded, would be at an end; and a principle would be thus
overthrown which was strenuously asserted and resolutely insisted upon as the
justification for such immense concessions of the public lands. We held, therefore, that Congress, in its wisdom, passed the said act of March 3, 1853, making
it of general, nay, universal application, not only for the past but for the future,
without limitation of time, so that the principle might be in wrought with all such
legislation which might be had, and the question placed beyond doubt or peradventure.
Such were the considerations advanced by the General Land Office in support
of its decision, that the true minimum was $2 50 per acre.
The subject, in another case, has, on appeal, been brought before the present
distinguished head of the department, by whom the whole matter was elaborately
examined, and the question definitely put to rest by his decision, bearing date
August 4, 1865, fixiug the ratability of the aforesaid sections at $2 50 per a~re;
and this, cousequently, so stands as the established and controlling judgment of
the department in the premises.
RAILROAD SYSTEM.-IMPOLICY OF ANY DEPARTURE FROM
OF GRANTING LANDS ''IN PLACE."

THE

PRINCIPLE

The question has been agitated as to the propriety of change of policy in
making grants in aid of the construction of failroads by substituting floats or
acrip in lieu of land indemnity in place, when the full complement is not found
within the usual lateral limits. In this connexion the result of such departure
from the well-established policy of the government is an important consideration,
in view of the interests of homestead and pre-emption settlers.
In reference to any such suggested general change of policy, the General
Lana Office holds that three principal considerations have always been addressed
to Congress in favor of this class of grants:
1st. That the grant~ are for alternate sections "in place" within limited
oistanccs of the line of route; that the duplication of the residuary sections in
price, and the quickening of public lands, are the considerations to the government, whereby there is not only uo loss, but an absolute gain to the United
States treaf'ury.
2d. That the facilities afforded by the construction of these routes are of
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great public advantage in advancing the column of settlement and civilization
more rapidly than it would otherwise progress.
3d. That ·there is a teuder of free transportation for governmental property and
troops, and favorable terms for the transit of the U 11ited States mails, besides
the creation of facilities over lines which could only be constructed with such
governmental aid.
By discarding defined limits and the principle of the double maximum in
reserved alternate sections, the whole policy of compensation to the government
is at once abandoned, and whatever is given \Vithout those restrictions is purely
a gratuity to the railroad corporation; nor, indeed, can the limits now prescribed
by law be much enlarged without, to some extent, disregarding the existing
policy to the prejudice of the government.
The second consideration is one that usually awakens high expectations
seldom realized, except upon very long lines connecting remote centres of population, and passing over intflrvening unsettled or sparsely inhabited districts, as
was the case with the Illinoi::; Central, and will be with the great Pacific railroad.
Experience has demonstrated that even with full grant of six sections to the
mile, roads will not be constructed unless through settlements which may be
relied upon for local business, or as connecting links between great centres of
trade aud population.
It therefore becomes a question for consideration under this head, how far the
policy can, with advantage to the public interest, be allowed to drive settlements back from any proposed line of route .
.Judging from the roads which have fallen under the Commissioner's observation, he holds the OJ?inion that the public interest would not be advanced by
extending the limits beyond those now fixed by law. If upon any part of the
line a road gets less land, it is because there is larger population, and consequently more local business; and if on any part of the line more land is obtained,
it is because the reverse is true; yet, in every instance, it will be found that the
road is first constructed, and best compensating to the stockholders along that
part of its line on which little or no public land is obtained.
In all of the country east of the great western plains, almost every quarter
section of land is susceptible of settlement and cultivation; and if so settled, a
sufficient number of roads would be promptly constructed, even though no aid
should be contributed by the government. How, then, can the public interest
be promoted by unduly multiplying these enormous grants, and how can such
grants be justified at all except upon a few principal thoroughfares, and for the
purpose of connecting remote, present or prospective, centres of population 1
This office is not aware that any material advantage has accrued to the government, although it has no absolute knowledge in the matter under the 1·eservations mentioned in the third proposition, jt being generally understood that these
roads are dealt with upon the same terms accorded to lines which have never
received governmental aid.
The effect upon the homestead settler may be briefly stated as follows:
'l'o the extent of their road limits the railroad company will take every foot
of land allowed by the grant, and the homestead settler will, consequently, be
driven that distance from the line of road, ancl generally from settlements, as the
road will invariably follow the line of population.
If a float be granted, it will be promptly located upon the best and all of the
good lands nearest to the settled portion of the country and to the line of road,
and the homestead settler will, consequently, be driven still further back to the
full extent of the grant; thus the settler will be compelled to surrender the local
adYantages of schools, churches, mills, mechanics, wagon roads, and all other
necessary and social advantages incident to a well-settled neighborhood, for the
prospective advantage of a railroad within twenty, forty, or sixty miles of him,
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as the case may be. TheRe are sacrifices which few settlers will submit to, and
which cannot be made with advantage to the country.
The undersigned has glanced, without argument, at only a few of the prominent public considerations which it appears to him should weigh against any
radical departure from the principles embodied in existing laws. He has not alluded to the advantages of a concentrated population over one sparse and scattered; to the hostile principles between the homestead law and a monopoly of
lands which would follow a concession of floats to railroad corporations; nor to
the pertinent inquiry whether, in legislation on the subject, the advantages of
the settler should not, in all instances, be first considered; nor has he discussed
the impolicy of adding to the present large outstanding floatiug land certificates
for taking up the public lands-such as bounty land warrants under various enactments for military services from the Revolution to the year 1855 for indemnity
claims under the swamp acts; for internal improvements and the agricultural
law; all of which, to a greater or less extent, diminish the field for pre-emptions,
homestead settlers, and lessen the public revenue. These are considerations
which address themselves with great force to Congress.
'The judgment of this office undoubtedly is, that "floats" or "scrip" should,
in no instance, be granted to railroad companies; and further, that, except on
arid plains which cannot be peopled, or in mountain regions where agricultural
lands only to a very restricted extent exist, the maximum limits now allowed
by law, in which indemnity selections may be made upon alternate sections,
cannot be extended with advantage to the government or people; nor docs this
office believe that the companies themselves would reap any decided advantage
by such extension.
Should this, however, be a mistaken view, it is clear that the advantage should
not be conceded at the public expense, nor to the detriment of our frontier settlements.
.1\H:\TERALS.

In again referring to the immense value of the mineral deposits within the
public domain, it is desired specially to impress upon the department, Congress,
anu the country, the importance of this source of wealth, its great extent, and
the propriety, not to say necessity, of some positive policy in dealing with this
interest, instead of the negative one now existing, and which has to this time
prevailed.
Partial and very meagre explorations in much the larger portions of the western and Pacific States and Territories afford indubitable evidence of an inexhaustible supply of the precious metals, the annual yield of which in the future
is to be restricted only by the limit of the capital and labor employed iu their
development, which, to a greater or less extent, will be influenced by the policy
which shall govern the possession of the mineral-bearing localities. Already
vast local interests have grown up in the vicinity of the richer and earlier discovered veins; local usage, in the absence of definitive legislation, has prescribed
regulations for the acquisition and disposal of mining rights which ought not
and cannot be rudely disturbed without serious detriment to individuals and
corporate interests, and corresponding diminution of the product of the localities
thus to be affected-results which it is neither the interest nor the pnr]:JOSe of
the nation to produce.
In all of the States and Territories in which mining for the precious metals is
a leading branch of industry, the local mages have been sanctioned by State or
Territorial laws, and sustained by the judicial tribunals of the respective sections.
'The system thus inaugurated is without that uniformity which national legislation alone can give, yet it is the offspring of necessity, and adapted to the practical wants of each section and district; is intenvoven with all the business
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interests of the people, and has to this time resulted in great individual prosperity
and rapid development of the mineral resources of the country. Under this
system no compensation is rendered by individuals or demanded by the government for the posse~sory right, and no title is acquired by individuals or parted
with by the United States. rrhe laws and theory are, that the mineral lands
are the property of the nation, and cannot be sold or disposed of under existing
legislation. The practice is, that each discoverer has a claim to so much as the
miners' laws of the district shall prescribe, with the exclusive right to work or
dispose of the possessory right, which is daily done, with confidence in the titles,
which are passed from hand to hand, and at prices ranging from a few cents to
six or eight thousand dollars a lineal foot along the vein or lode.
Incident to this system are immense expenditures for opening the mines; the
excavation of shafts, tunnels, and chambers; the construction of roads over lofty
mountains, deep valleys, and streams; the erection of ponderous and expensive
machinery; the construction of vast canals; the creation of towns and cities in
desert places, in advance, too, of the public surveys and the introduction of the
ordinary machinery of civil government. Such are some of the results which
have been produced by the restless energy of our people-the anxiety for the
precious metals, the stimulant of rich discoveries, and the free occupation
accorded to the miner by the negative policy of the government.
These improvements have been carried into and over the mountains, ravines,
and rivers of California, Nevada, Arizona, New 1\fexico, Colorado, Utah, Mon-.
tana, Ictaho, Oregon, and Washington, and with them population has entered
the remotest valleys and recesses of mountains wherever the existence of the
precious metals has been ascertained.
The necessities which the war for the preservation of the Union has created
will still further stimulate the acquisition of the precious metals and their accumulation in the country, thus enlarging the metallic basis for our national currency, whilst the resistless spirit of adventure of the millions of men who have
been in arms during· the laRt four years will find occupation in the construction
of the great iron pathway across the continent, and in searching for and bringing
to light and use the immeasurable hidden treasures contained within the mountain ranges which span our country from north to south, and extend from the
great plains to the Pacific.
The elements essential to the continued and rapid increa~e of the products of
the ru.ines are security in possession under some permanent and well-regulated
system, and the early extension and multiplication of railroad communications
from ocean to ocean and with tho interior of the continent. The improvement
of the great navigable rivers which find their sources in the vicinity of those
mineral deposits is also essential, with the construction of some leading wagonroads and post routes on the important lines where railroads cannot at present
be constructed, and where rivers do not furnish the requisite facilities for transportation; and also tbe establishment of military posts, of such number and
strength as will furnish adequate security to persons and property on the
lines of travel and throughout the whole mineral region.
Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, and California, through which will pass the
lines of the Central and Union Pacific railways, are known to contain immense
deposits of iron and coal, thus furnishing the material, in great abundance and
of superior quality, for both constructing and working railways to any conceivable extent. New Mexico and Arizona are likewise rich in these essential
minerals, and those Territories should be encouraged by the aid of liberal
grants of the public domain to connect them with the great trunk road by
lateral branches.
Montana, Idaho, and eastern Oregon and Washington, equally rich in both
the precious and useful metals, present similar claims for consideration, and
promise like liberal returns in the yield of their mines and forests . If efficient
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measures are not early adopted for the extension of the N orthcrn Pacific railroau, land concessions Ehould be made for connecting these localities with the·
great trunk of the Pacific road.
l!..,ears have been entertained that, considering the great extent of mountain
and inarable land along the central portion of the line of the Pacific railroad,
freights from the centre towards the ocean termini would be inadequate for the
support of such length of line. Experience will demonstrate that the outward
will exceed the inward freights for all time after the completion of the route.
The richer ores, containing gold, silver, copper, quicksilver, tin, with salt, alkali,
iron, cotton, wool, lumber, and other products of the interior region, seeking an
outward market, will always exceed the inward flow of merchandise, machinery,
and manufactures of every kind. The great bulk of inward transportation at
the present time consists of articles of rood, tools, and machinery, which will
be furnished in the vicinity of the mines as soon as the resources of the
country are better understood, and the necessary capital and higher cultivation
introduced, both of which will keep pace with, if they will not be in advance
of, the construction of the road. The agricultural and pastoral capabilities of
the larger portion of the region in question, fully developed, are equal to the
support of a dense population; and the vast water-power created by its mountain torrents in all the northern portions will afford extraordinary manufacturing
facilities.
Interests so immense, so intimately interwoven with the pursuits of our
people, so essential to an adequate increase of the proper currency basis of the
country, affording so extended a field for the enterprise of our citizens, and
with necessary development a solid basis for national credit and commercial
ascendency, it would seem, should receive the fostering care of the executive
and legislative mind, and be placed upon such fixed and solid foundation as
will secure to individuals the permanent enjoyment of the legitimate fruits of
their labor and enterprise, and to the country the enduring advantage and
supremacy which the possession of such resources should command.
Schemes for the disposal of the mineral landt:~, varied and numerous as the
combinations of interests directed to their acquisition, will be presented for the
consideration of the legislative department; and each will be urged upon public
attention with all the fervency which can be inspired by the magnitude of the
matter involved, than which none greater in a pecuniary sense ever existed.
The ostensible purpose of all parties will be to fill the public treasury with the
golden product.
Prominent among these, and the measure that will be urged with the greatest
tenacity of purpose, the most importunate argument, and extravagant promises
of astounding results to the treasury, will be the project for the survey and
sale of this class of lands.
In the discussion of such plans, it should not be forgotten that the policy of ·
deriving direct revenue from all other portions of the public domain has been
abandoned by the adoption of the homestead principln in favor of actual settlers,
and the bestowal upon States and corporations of extensive grants for purposes
of education, internal improvement, and drainage; that these grants already
cover an extent greater than the original thirteen States; and that, considering
the Pacific States and the new Territories, the system -is but half developed.
Other land concessions, equally great, must, in pursuance of this policy, be
made to the auriferous States and Territories.
Such being the established views of the government in rclaticn to its arable
and swamp lands, the question naturally arises with the masses of the people
directly interested, being the miners and those to become such, upon what
principle of public justice or sound policy are they alone required to contribute
beyond those engaged in other pursuits 1
In this connexion the fact is also presented, that of the million of square·
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miles over which this great mineral wealth is scattered, not to exceed a hundredth part is rnineral.bearing to n extent that is compensating to labor and
capital. The small portion which is mineral-bearing can only be definitely
ascertained by expensive explorations, and no inconsiderable portion of the
non-mineral-hearing area is utterly worthless for all other purposes.
To what extent, by any system of subdivision and sale, are the purchasers
expected to pay for the worthless portion?
Is it rational to suppose it will be done to an extent that will defray the
great expense of any system of surveys over these almost inacessible mountains and defiles 1
Ifthe worthless will not sell, what price is to be attached to the strictly mineral· bearing areas 1
How are these particular subdivisions to be ascertained ?
If by the government, the cost will be enormous, far greater than any minimum which will be established. If by individual exploration, is the explorer not
to be given a preference right to purchase for the risk and outlay of labor
and capital?
If not, their exploration will be deprived of its principal stimulant, and consequently sales will cease, except at a very low minimum-so low as not to justify
individual risk-whilst aggregate receipts will be diminished to less than the
cost of administering the system.
The experience of nearly twenty years has demonstrated the fact that valuable discoveries have invariably been tho result of accident or individual enterprise; that in no instance has the large public expenditure for surveys and explorations of the region in question resulted in bringing to the knowledge of the
public the exact locality of valuable deposits of the precious metals.
Again : the value of the mineral deposit is not estimated or determined like
that of arable lands, by the superficial area included in any subdivision, but by
the richness of the deposit, and its perpendicular, lateral, and lineal extent far
beneath the surface-it may be one hun2t"ed or fifteen hundred feet-to be
ascertained, in either case, by years of labor and corresponding outlay of
capital.
Until some approximate estimate can be reached, by what rule can any minimum be established which shall either serve as an indication of value, be compensating to the government, or bear any equitable ratio between the various
localities 1
If an explorer shall discover a valuable deposit he will not make the fact
known to the representative of the government until he has become the purchaser and owner of the land, and therefore all lands valuable for mineral, the
character of which has not been established prior to the time when they shall
be opened for sale, will be purchased at the ordinary rate, which must be a
very low minimum, and consequently the title will pass from the United States,
without reference to the tract, either as extremely valuable or very inferior
mineral location.
It may be said that many poor locations will be sold which will compensate
for the sale of a few good ones at a low price. This is presupposing that the
individual who pays his money will be equally as indifferent as the government, which only parts with a few acres of its vast domain, of the value of
which it has and can have no exact information.
In practice this will seldom occur; and even if it should, the advantage to
the government resulting from driving a hard bargain with one of its citizens is
hardly coneeivable. Clearly, the more numerous this class of cases the less
benefit will it be to the country.
1'his brief allusion to some of the difficulties to be met and overcome in inaugurating any equitable and profitable system for the sale of mineral lands is
presented in order that, so far as it can be done, these difficulties may be con-
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sidered and, if possible, avoided. Should such a policy receive the sanction of
Congress 1
In the absence of legislative direction or restriction beyond the simple prohibition of survey and sale of this class of lands, the necessities of the mining
population have induced the establishment of local systems for the distribution
of mineral discoveries and the protection of claimants in possessory rights by
discovery or purchase, to the extent a1lowed or prescribed by regulation in the
respective localities.
At first these regulations were few and simple, binding only upon the parties
participating in their adoption, and limited in their application to the particular
bar, gulch, or placer, upon which the miners enacting the same happened for the
time being to be operating·. They were applicable alone to the placer mines,
the only class worked in the first instance.
'rhe rapidity with which these localities were exhausted, the migratory
habits of miners, and the varied and uncertain extent of this kind of mining,
would have prevented these regulations from assuming any uniformity of
character or permanently binding authority, had not the labor of our people
been directed to the opening and working of the heavy hill placers and the rich
quartz veins or lodes. In these was found more permanent mining property,
the successful development of which required time, the erection of expensive
works as canals, and mills, and withal security of title under fixed and equitable
rules of distribution.
It is scarcely possible that the duty of prescribing these regulations, with
such certainty of advantage t<? the country and justice to the parties immediately interested, could l1ave been placed in any other hands so competent as
the practical, well-informed, interested and self-constituted body of miners who
voluntarily assumed the task.
The regulations thus established have been gradually improved by additions
and amendments, suggested by experience and imposed by necessity, until
they have reached the dignity and authority of well-defined and acknowledged
laws, binding and enforced over the entire mineral region by the local, legislative, executive, and judicial authorities of the respective States and Territories, controlling the possession and distribution of a vast property, and the
business relations and prospects of more than one hundred and fifty thousand
of our most enterprising and deserving citizens.
The wisdom and fitness of these regulations are best determined hy the results: these are seen in the more rapid development of the mines of this than
those of any other country, ancient or modern; in the steadiness and regular
increase of the product; in the progress of new discoveries ; in the readiness of
capital to invest in this branch of industry; in the general prosperity of the
mining population; in the growth and establishment of new States and 'ren·itories distant fi:om the marts of commerce and channels of communication; in the
vast wave of population from the agricultural to the mineral region; in the construction of roads and establishment of post routes; in the great project of the
Pacific railway; and the maintenance of the public credit against the judgment
of foreign nations, and beyond the expectations of our own people.
It must be clear to even the most superficial observer that a system so interwoven with the material interest of the country-upon which rests the whole
industrial and business fabric of the mining communities, with roots and branches
in all our commercial cities-should be considered and continued or provided for
in framing any law for the disposal of, or in relation to, tbe public property,
embracing mines of the precious metals.
r_rhe existing system, the result of local necessity, bears analogy to the homestead policy applicable to the arable portions of the public domain, with this
difference, that it does not, of course, give promise of ultimate title in fee as the
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reward of occupancy and improvement, yet it contemplates the equivalent of undisturbed possession so long as occupancy and improvement shall be contimted.
Undoubtedly the miner's system of laying off, dietributing, and limiting claims
is one of the best if not the only practical and equitable one 'vhich can be devised.
It is adapted to the formation, takes hold of and deals with the precise property,
follows the line of deposit, and limits the acquisition to a reasonable extent, and
to the continuous working· of the same. 'l'he objection to which this system
will be made liable by the advocates of survey and sale is, that it makes no
compensation to the government for the possession, nor fvr the mineral value
extracted. It is not the sum that may to-day be placed in the treasury as an
equivalent for the posseseion of a few hundred feet, more or less, of any rich or
any undeveloped mineral lode which determines its valu~ to the nation, but the
permanence and extent of the annual product, the number of persons it can
profitably employ, their prosperity, and the contribution they can annually make
to the aggregate wealth of the country. To capitalize this vast property at this
time is impossible; and it is worthy of consideration whether appropriate measures
to that end can be devised with the imperfect data at hand as to the extent,
locality, and relative value of the various known and unknown deposits. How
far the existing system can, with judicious modifications, be made applicable to
the production of national direct revenue without oppressing the mining communities, and what modifications would be required to make it l:lcceptable to the
country and justify its adoption in lieu of a system of survey and sale, are questions referable to the future, and to be settled only by careful observation within
the mining districts, and in view of actual mining operations. In any event, it
becomes the nation to suggest and provide for gathering and systematizing accurate information and representations of the products, capabilities, wants, and
usages in the mining States and Territories. When this shall be done, the way
will be plain for the inauguration of a system which shall be beneficial alike to
the mining communities and the nation at large. Until then, it is more than
probable that any plan which may be devised will be found oppressive to the
one, or disadvantageous to the other of these interests. With well-organized
authority at the seat of government, and even very limited encouragement for
the formation of voluntary central organizations in the States and 'l'erritories
having branches in each mining district or locality, it is believed that accurate
information and :full representations by geological and mineral specimens could
be promptly and economically gathered from all sections of the country.
'l'o this end, the organization of an institution at the seat of government is
hereby recommended. By such a system commendable emulation would be
aroused in every district, and with every interest. Individual and associated
effort would be combined with that of the government, reciprocally aiding each
other. The results in a few years would be realized in the receipt and dissemination of exact information of the mineral product and resources of the whole
country, and in the accumulation at the national capital of a geological and
mineral cabinet, which, while it represented only our own country, would not
be excelled in richness or variety by any similar collection on the globe. Such
an institution should also have the capacity to collect, in process of time, the
manufactured products of the mines in all the various stages of advancement,
from the crude to the most highly finished and valuable, the whole forming a
grand practical study for the student, the experienced scholar, the artisan, and
statesman.
All of which is respectfully Rnbmitted.
J. l\L EDMUNDS, Commissioner.
Ron. JAMES HARLAN,
SecretaTy qf tlw Interior.
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LIST OF PAPERS ACCOMPANYING COMMfSSIO~F.R'S ANNUAL REl'ORT,
OCTOBER 3, 1865.

DATED

No. 1. Statement of the surveying returns to this office for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1865, and for the quarter ending September 30, 18G5.
No.2. Statement of public lands sold, of cash and bounty land scrip received therefor; number of acres entered under the homestead law of May 20,
1862; of commissions received under the sixth section of said act; also of
land located with scrip under the agricultural college and mechanic act of July
2, 1862 ; and commissions recei-ved by registers and receivers on the value
thereof; and statement of incidental expenses thereon in the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1864, and ending June 30, 1865.
No. 3. Summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, showing the number of acres disposed of for cash, with bounty land scrip, by entry under the
homestead laws of May 20, 1862, and March 21, 1864, with aggregate of tendollar homestead payments, homestead commissions, also locations with agricultural and mechanic college scrip under act of July 2, 1862.
No. 4. Statement showing the quantity of swamp land selected for the
several States under the acts of Congress approved March 2, 1849, and S13ptember 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860, up to and ending September 30, 1865.
No. 5. Statement exhibiting the quantity of swamp land approved to the
several States under the acts of Congress approved March 2, 1849, and September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860, up to and ending September 30, 1865.
No. 6. Statement exhibiting thA quantity of swamp land patented to the
several States under the acts of Congress approved September 28, 1850, and
March 12, 1860, and also the quantity certified to the State of Louisiana under
act approved March 2, 1849.
No.7. Exl}ibit of bounty land business under acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and
1855, showing the issues and locations from the commencement of operations
under said acts to June 30, 1865.
No. 8. Estimate of appropriations required for the office of the Commissioner
of the General Land Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
No. 9. Estimates of appropriations for the surveying department for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1867.
No. 10. Estimates of appropriations for surveying the public land.:; frn· the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
No. 11. Reports of surveyors general, A to I, inclusive.
No. 12. Connected map of the public land States and Territories, compiled
from the diagrams accompanying the reports of the surveyors general.
No. 13. Agricultural selections within certain States, and also scrip locations
under agricultural and mechanic act of July 2, 1862.
No. 14. Statement exhibiting land concessions by acts of Congress to States
and corporations for railroad and military wagon road purposes from the year
1850 to September 30, 1865, accompanied by maps indicating the lines of routes
and limits of the States of Arkansas, Alabama, Florio a, Iowa, Kansas, N ebraska Territory; of the States of Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, Minnesota,
Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Oregon, California, with a connected map showing the lines of routes under congressional grants and the seats of land offices.
GENERAL LA~D OFFICE, October 3, 1865.
NoTE .-The diagrams accompanying the annual reports of the surveyors
general are omitted, and the connected map of the public land States and '.rerritories, brought up to current date therefrom, is bound with this report in lieu
of them.
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No.1.

Tabular statement slwu·in:!{ the number qf acn's qf public lands surveyed in the
follawing land States and Territories up to June 30, 1864, qf publtc lands
and pTivate land claims during tlze last .fiscal year, and the total qf tlw public
lands sur·r eyed up to June 30, 1865, and also tlzc total area o/ the public domain remaining unsur-veyed witl~in tlw same.

Land States and Territories.

Wisconsin ............ .
lovva ................. .
Minnesota ............ .
Kansas ............... .
Nebraska Territory ..... .
California ....... __ . _.. .
Nevada __ .. _.. _.. ___ . _.
Oregon .... _....... ___ .
Washington Territory. _.
Colorado Territory ..... .
Utah Territory ... _..... .
Arizona Territory ...... .
New Mexico Territory .. .
Dakota Territory ....... .
Idaho Territory ........ .
Montana Territory ..... .

33,018,805
3r>, 630, 898
21,035,594
14,!178,920
11,907,517
26,76~,049

721,826
*419 208
18:3: 661
1 26~ 784
'246: 268

451,407
5,249,838
::l 123 431
'592:040
2,425,239

199,028
210,471
605,281

2 293 14~
1:431:630

313,251

33,740,631
35,630,891:1
21,454,802
14,762,581
13.170,301
27, oos, :n7
451' 407
5,448,866
3,333,902
1,197,321
2, 425,2:39
2,293,142
1,744,881

'

770,729

t38, 7CO

30,024,440
37,280,939
85,466,499
74,670,345
51,733,553
55,509,860
41,46~,258

65,774,971
65,659,241
80,730,240
7!1,275,498
152, 2:37' 199
58,196,480
92,016,640

" Of which 172,208 acres are Dakota or Sioux Indian lands surveyed under the provisions
of the act of Congress approved March~. 1863.-Statutes at Large, vol. 12, p. 819.
t Yo-semite valley and Mariposa Big-Tree grove, granted to the State of California by act
of Congress approved June :30, 1864.
DEPARTMENT OF THE lN1 ERIOR,

Genemt Land Office, September 30, 1865.

No.2 A.

ft::..

Statement if tlZ-e public lands sold, if cash and bounty land sc1·ip 1·eceived tlte?·ifor, number if acres entered unde?· tlw lwmestead law
if May 20, 1862, if commissions nceived unde1· sixtlt section if said act; also, if land located witlt scrip under tlw agricultural
college and mechanic act if July 2, 1862, and commissions recei-ved by registers and receivers on tlw value tlurerif, and statement if
incidental expenses thereon, 1·n tlw.fint ha1J if the .fiscal year commencing July 1, 1864, and ending June 30, 1865.

m

pj
[:j
~

Quantity sold for cash
and bounty-land scrip
at and above the min·
imnm price of $1 25,
and amount received
for the same for the
first half of the fiscal
year ending December 31, 1864.

Land offices. ·

Acres.

. .

OHIO.

I

Chillicothe ............ =83.67

Exhibit of the am't \ Quantity of land entered under homestead act of Aggregate disposed of
paid in cash and 1 May 20, 1862, with aggregate of the $10 payfor cash; abo bounty·
in
bounty-land
ments required by section 2 of tho act; and also
land scrip and of cash,
with aggregate of commissions of registers and
scrip, respectively.
under homestead act
for the first half of
receivers, under section 6 of said act, and of
ofl862, and act amendthe fiscal year endact approved March 21, 1864, amendatory thereatory.
ing Dec. 31, 1864,
of, for the first half of the fiscal year ending
mentioned in first
December 31, 1864.
column.

I

Amount.

i

$25918

Cash.

I

Am't ofreg. and
rec. com's unArea in IA ggreg'te der sec. 6 of
Military homestead
in $10
act
scrip. I entries, in paym'nts. homestead
ofl862,and the
acres.
amenilat'y act
of 1864.

I

$2~1S ······· ·1=SO.OO I___!~O 00 1= = $ 2 00 I
!

Aggreg'te
of $10
payments
and commissions.

$12 00 I

Quantity of land located in first half of
fiscal year, with
scrip issued under
the agrig. col. and
mech. act of July 2,
1862, and registers'
and receivers' commissions on value of
land sold.

~

·!·____ ......

- ~ ~-.:_~~:.J ·--~

~

~

0

Q)

~

1, 111. S2
-

1\IISSOURI.

Boonville .. .. .. .. . .. . .
Ironton ... -- ....... -..

1, 743 37

1, 43S 26 $305 11
-

~

~>l

[:j

H

593. 92
5, 3S5. 76

1, 627 46
6, 732 19

1, 627 46 . .. .. .. .
6, 732 19 . .. . .. ..

Total.. ........... _ 5, 979. 68

S, 359 65

S, 359 65

ALAB:l\IA.

13, 612. 00
1, 1SS. 00

~-....... 1 14, SOO. 00

1, 1J 0 00 •
80 00
1, 190 00

~--

~

m.
tr:l

0

Acres.

Amount.

Acres.

Amount. I Amount.

pj
t::j
~

f>
~
~

163.67 1_$269 1SI·-----·----- I~·-- .. --· J

......... · 1···--- .... , ........... · I.:.··· ........ L·· ........ - ~ ~--- ..... ·I

74.25 f
20 00 I
---

~

c:l

]

$6~~-~
>

0
"ti
~

~

t::j

526 25

.......

z

ILLINOIS.

Springfield ... --.......

pj

0.

INDIA!fA.

Indianapolis ......... · I· ____ ..... _-1-- ____ .. ·-:~1 ·-··- _..... -1- .... __

0

~

1, 1S6. 07 · 1, 763 37 . .. - ~~.:...:...:...:.~~ -~0 63

t:j

--=-========-- ~ ----

.......

3 72

23 72

340 31
29 77

1, 450 31
109 77

14, 205. 92
6, 573. 76

370 OS

1, 560 OS

20~,_779. 68

-~

2, 737 46 ........ - ............
6, S12 19 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. ..

___:, 549

65 ............

I

St. Stephens ......... , ...... , ............................................................... ............ ..............................................

1 ....

~..

..

~

0
1, 237 75
665 4S
1, ~3 23

!................... ..

~

~~¥;~/HH H: H: :u:;:; ; ; ; ;: : ;:;:; u::::~::: uu; u::c::;;;; ;u;;;; ; ; ::;; u;::>: ;;;; ; ; ;: :; ;./H:
MISSISSIPPI.

·r···· ····· ··

vVash~ngton .. ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - . . . . . -- · · · - --~--- · · - Pauldmg .... -· ... .... ........ ----. ·- ·--- --- ·-- · ···- · ·· · ··· · · · ·· · ·- ······ ···· ··
Jackson ......................................................... .
Columbus ........ ....................
... ..... ..............
...... .
1
1
1

0

~
~

0

LOUISIANA.

~

New Orleans ......... .
Opelousas ............ .
Monroe .... .

~

~

~~:~~~~~~~~~: :::::::::1::::::::::::1::::::::::::1::::::::::: :I::::::::,_ ..... ---- ·· •·-....... ·•·- ..... -- ...... _,_ -·-- ... -.

t_:r:j

= = 1 = = 1 = = - - = = 1 = = 1 = = =1= = 1 = = = 1 = = 1 = = 1 = =1= = 1 =1= =

1\IICHIGAN.

l/)

t_:r:j

0

Detroit ...............
], 637.84
East Saginaw ......... 10,466. 60
Ionia ................. 20,471.29
Marquette ............ ll8, 323.71
Traverse City .........
9, 171.00
'l'otaL. ............ I 16o, o1o-' 44

2, 047
J4, 899
35,306
153,811
11,452
1

31
54
13
36
08

211, 516 42

2, 047
14, 699
35, 306
153,811
1l, 390
1

211, 254 75

I

261 67

270
7<10
1, 300
190
1, 6JO

2, 890. 65
9, 441. 65
14,825.36
2, 332.00
23,953.90

31 ··-··-··
54 200 00
13 ----·--·
36 ·--··--·
41
61 67
I

53, 443. 56

I

00
00
00
00
00

72
261
433
58
616

4, uo oo

342
1, 001
1, 733
248
2, 226

33
84
01
31
91

1, 442 40

1

33
84
01
31
91

s, ss2 4o

1

•• 52&49
19, 908. 25
35, 296. 65
12ll, 655. 71
33, 124. 90

2,317
15, 639
36, 606
154, 001
1 13, 062

213, 514. co

1

31
54
13
36
OS

221, 626 42

I

1

·~00 I

27,433. so
5, 120.00
6, 720.00
3, 680.00
43, 433. so

1

12
763
128
168
92

00
80
00
00
00

1, 163 8o

I

1

972
2, 038
1, 592
2,125
2,192

f-7
64
78
27
89

8, 922 1s

= = 1 = = 1 = = 1 = = 1 = = =1 = 1= = = = 1 = = 1 = = 1 = =1 = = 1 = = 1 = =
ARKANSAS.

Batesville ....... ------ ·---- · · · ·- ·- - · · · · · · · · ·-- · · · ·- · · · · · ·- -- · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · - ~ - · ... - ..... - .... - .... - .. - ...... .

f~~~1tEi~ EY E+: H/d --:- ::!/? 0::/ :+:/::!
FLORIDA.

I

+T : : : : : :- :<I

-::::: / / / /

~
~

P>

~
~

0

~

~

~

H

z

~

M
~

•

H

::::::::::::I:::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::: ·_ ::::::::: ~ ::::::::::
1

~

t_:r:j

Tallabasse~ . ..... ..... - ... - ....... -.--- .. --- .. . . . - - . - - - . - . . . . . . - - ., . - - - - . - - - - - . , . -- · - - - - - . ,. - - - · · · · - - - - · · - .,. -- · · · · · · - ~- · · · · · · · · · · - ~ - · · · · · · · · · - - ~- · · - - · · · - · - . , . · · · - · · - - -~- · · · · - - · · ·
St. August1ne ............................................................................................................................................................ .

~:;~~~s-~i!~~ ~ ~:::::::

~
t_:r:j

1-d

0

?J

1

==~==1==1==1=-----==r==l====l=l==-==1===1===1==1==

IOWA.

Fort~esl\Ioines ......
C ounCil Bluffs . . . .. . . .

l

281.~8 ~
36. ;:>0

41462 1
84 16

41462~----·---1
84 16 .. . . . . . .

2,819.82
4, 814. 83

I

~60001

640 00

1098~~

231 7,.

4698l l
871 72

3,101.4? 1
4, 851 33

7~462 1

7N4 16

320.001
80.00

8001
12 00

84399
742 82

~

-:j

No. 2 A.-Statement

Land offices.

if th-e public lands

Quantity ~old for cash
and bounty land scrip
at and above the minimum price of $1 25,
and amount received
for the same for the
first half of the fiscal
year ending December 31 , 1864.

Acres.

Amount.

Am'tofreg.and
rec. com's unArea in
Aggreg'te der sec. 6th of
Military homestead
in $10
homestead act
scrip. / entries, in paym'nts. ofl862, and the
acreR.
amendat'y act
of 1864.

I

Cash.

it;:..

~c.-Continued.

00

Quantity of land located in first llalf of
fiHcal year, with
scrip issued under
the agrig. col. and
mech. act of July 2,
1862, and regioters'
and receivers' commissions on value of
land sold.

~
~

P<

~

~
tlj

Cl

'"d

§

0

'd

p;,

<=l

!-3

'8
H

0
Aggreg'te
of$10
payments
and commissions.

'"".1

Amount.

Acres.

Acres.

Amount. I Amount.

TotaL............

1,040.51

$1, 022 21
29 56

--I

$1, 022 21 ......
29 56 --- .. ---

1

I

tlj

1

1,550 55

1,550 55

26, 912 52 $1, 900 00 •
1, 630. 00
120 00

-------- 1 36,177.17

$736 65 $2, 636 651
45 00
165 00

27, 6!1 31
1, 653. 64

:3,02o oo - - 1,123ls 4,143ls

37,2l7.68

I

~
tlj

$2, 922 21 ....... ___ .. _.... _.... $1,264 31
149 56 .. -------- .. -- .. -- .. -606 78

~7055--8oo.oo

8, 001. 98
3, 409. 27
4, 301. 17
3,693.97
5, 797. 30
1, 754. 60

10, 444
4, 450
5, 789
4,767
9, 452
4, 557

10
85
96
36
89
52

39, 352 68

10, 044
4, 340
5, 789
4,767
9, 452
4, 272

10 $400 00
85 .. . .. . ..
96 .. _.. _..
36 ........

89 __ ......
52 285 00

$20 oo

3,457 90

---------

2, 262. 96
l, 534. 49
19, 400. 39
6,045.31
638. 29
11, 850. 94

310
170
1, 860
490
40
1, 040

00
00
00
00
00
00

58
38
541
127
15
404

I 38, 667 68 / 685 00 I 41, 7~2 38 ~~~10 00 I=

58
34
90
30
96
14

1~~~ 22

368
208
2, 401
617
55
1, 444

58
34
90
30
96
14

10, 264. 94
4, 943. 76
2:3, 701. 56
9,739.28
6, 435. 59
1:3, 605. 54

I 5, 0~ 22 I 68, 690. ~- ~

10, 754
4, 510
7, 649
5,257
9, 492
5, 597

l0
1, 760. 00
44 00
85 .............. _.......
96 .... _....... .. .. .. .. ..
36
1,756.42
43 92
89 .. __ .. __ .... .. .. . .. .. .
52
640. 00
16 00

43~~ 68 j

4, 156. 42

I

103 92

1, 620
6:15
1, 433
894
1, 117
933

69
70
22
58
73
40

Wmnebago Ctty . -.-..
Minneapolis . .... -- .. -DuLuth..............
St. Peter..............

~

>
~
~

0

~
~

~

tlj

....
I 6, 655 3~ z
~

~

tlj

l\IINNESOT A.

Taylor's Falls .. --.....

~

m

---------------

Total. .. --- ........ I 26, 958. 29_1

St._ Cloud ...._. .. - .. -..

!-3
tlj

.

6!18. 79
23. 64

1\fenasha.-- ..... - ... -.
Steven's Point .... --..
La Crosse- ........ -...
Eau Claire............
Bayfield ... --.........
Falls of St. Croix .. -...

and bounty land scrip Teceived theTifor,

0

F?rt
..... -..
SIOUX City------- .. --.
WISCONSIN.

if casl~

Quantity of land eni:ered under lwmestead act of Aggregate disposed of
May 20, 1862, with aggregate of the $10 payfor cash; al~o bountyments requirf'd by section 2 of the act; and also
land scrip and of cash,
with aggregate of commissions of registers and
under homestead act
receivers, under Hection 6 of said act, and of
of 1862, and act amendact approved March 21, 1864, amendatory thereatory.
of, for the first half of the, fiscal year e1:ding December 31, 1864.

Exhibit of the am't
paid for in cash
and in bounty-land
scrip,respectively,
for the first half of
the fiscal year ending D ec. 31, 1864,
mentioned in first
column.

row A-Continued.

Do~ge-.-

sold,

p;,
1, 201.94
17, 993. 85
3, 452. 15
7, 945. 05
3,934.1~

4, 102. 6::J

TotaL ............. 38,629.s2

1, 605
23, 373
5, 014
14, 538
4,917
7, 646

56
74
92
76
74
31

1, 605
23, 173
5, 014
14, 338
4,917
7, 646

56
74
92
76
74
31

.... __ ..
200 00
.. _.. __ .
200 00
........
.... __ ..

57,097 o3 5E,697 o3

40ooo

2, 914.24
38, 592. 12
70,142. 00
43, 638. 49
159.80
42,184.71

210
2, 550
4, 800
3, 440
10
3, 420

00
00
00
00
00
00

197,631.36 l4,4::Jo oo

72
987
1, 836
1, 314
4
1, 252

~--

84
46
46
So
00
00

282
3, 537
6, 6:36
4, 754
14
4, 672

84
46
46
86
00
00

5,46762 19,e9762

4, ll6: 18
56, 585. 97
73, 594.15
51, 583. 54
4,093.98
46, 287.36

1, 815
25, 923
9, !:l14
17, !!78
4,927
11, 066

56 .............. --......
74
8, 885. 73
222 12
92
4, 6:33. 73
115 84
76
11, :321. 81
283 04
74
1,120.00
28 00
31
6, 357. 18
158 !clO

236;261.18-7l,527o332, 318~-8o7

======= ~====== ====== ~=-===== ::=::::===== == ~==-==-== ========~ =============

614
2, 077
2, 514
2, 760
676
2, 001

24
89
52
00
94
85

9o 10,645 44

===-====== ===--====-==== :-.======== ====

H

0

~

CALIFORNIA.

Han Francisco.........

TotaL............

::!4, 8;:;. 49

8, 905 00 ,_...... .

8, 905 00

7, 123.88

Los Angelos ..................... .
l\farysville............
9, 068. 47
>P- I-Inmboldt........ . . . .
4, 112. 12
Stockton.............. 10, 871. 90
Visalia................
3, 715. 12

2, 360. 00

150 00

71 00

5,16015 ............ ......... ..
14, 030 92 .......... ..
5, 083 81 ............ ' ........ ..

459
749
1, 441
854
1,179
612

42
01
17
53

~

45, 3:33 07

5, 295 19

"0

22, 192. 53
26, 336. 92

4, 576 69 1.......... --~-- ...... -- ~
25, 515 33 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .

2, 315 57
2, 318 32

1, 606__:.:__ -~' 529. 45

30, 092 02 .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. .

4,

221 00

9, 483.88

1

5,14015 1 5,14015
1
13, 590 92
13, 590 92 .. .. .. ..
4, 69:3 81
4, 693 81 . .. .. .. .
........

~ 43, 663

07

43,

6~3

320.00
6, 577. 65
5, 842. 32

20 00
440 00
390 00

07 .... :_-_:_:_ = 25, 532. so 1 1,

OREGON.

6~0

00

12 00
246 56
211 05

32 00
4,432.12
686 56
17, 449. 55
601 05 i 9, 556. 44

~-. -_ 93~001 2. 60lOOI6o~:29,

3, 165. 35
20, 112. 26

Roseburg........ .. .. .

TotaL............

23,

on

t:I:l

:77. 61

~

3, 9.'56 69 . . . . . . . .
25, 115 33 .. .. .. ..

19, 027. 18
6, 224. 66

29, 072 02 1

29~72

25, 251. 84 1 1, 020 00 - - 586 94

32, 621 16
20,458 23

32,621 16
20,458 23

02 .. .. .. ..

620 00
400 00

353 !)4
233 40

973 54
633 40

~~~:

TotaL ............ I 42, 820. 53

I

= = 1=

Topeka...............

852.90
1, 103. 50
610.68

...........

Junction City .. .. .. ..

53, 079 39
=

I

10, 050.72
8, 390.58

1-- ..... -I

550 00
630 00

36,504. 66
24,757.17

876 30
944 66

326 30
:n4 66

I

53, 079 39
18, 441. 30 1, 180 00
640 96 I 1, s2o 96 1 61, 261. 83 I
1= = 1 = =1= =1= =1 == =1= =1= = 1

1,195 08 1
1, 379 3!:J
763 36

1,195 08 ...... -- ~
1, 279 39 100 00
589 82 173 54

3, 092.80
10, 385. 32
5, 055.60

230 00
700 00
4:'!0 00

I

84 78
272 65
165 28

314 78 1 3, 945.70
972 65
11, 488. 82
595 28
5, 666.28

NETIRASKATER.

Omaha City..... . . . . . .
Brownsville...........
NebraHka City . . . . . . . .
Dakota City..........

2, 567. 08
=

3, 337 83

= ==

4, 028.
969.
2, 006.
351.

89
31
52
90

5, 036 11
1, 211 40
2, 508 14
439 87

I

3, 064 29

273 54

I

18, 533. 72

1, 360 00

522 71

1, 882 71

I 21, 100. 80

54, 259 39

1, 723 45
1, 264 66

lJGO. 00 I

24 00

960.00

24 oo I 2, 988 11

1 == =1= = =1= =

1, 425 08 .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .
2, 079 39
2, 076. 72
51 92
1,193 36 .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .... .

1, 035 20
833 30
603 83

4, 697 83

2, 076. 72

51 92

2, 472 33

= = - = = = = = = = = =·= - = = = - = = = = = = =

5, 036
1, 211
2, 508
439

11
40 . . ____ __
l4 ...... ..
R7 1...... ..

] 8, 172. 03
11, 800. 13
13, 832. 94
775.00

1, 200
840
900
70

!

00
00
00
00

454
295
345
19

22.200.92
12, 769.44
15, 839.46
1, 126.90

30 11, 654 30
00 1. 135 00
84 1; 245 84
87
89 87

g:~~~ !~ 1---~·-~~~--~~-1----~~-~~1, 120. oc
28 00

3, 408 14
509 87

160. 00

4 00

1,186
850
945
582

07
98
15
31

----------- · -------- · ------------ ~ --

Total. .............

7~~-62

8~:~~~:::~~~~~::>L :::~.. ......
Denver...............
DAKOTATER.

9, 644. 31

9,195 52_ ........

44,580.101 3,010 00

.• ::::.. . . ......... .
12,055 39

12, 055 39 .. .. .. ..

12,653.81

18, 104. 82

648 _2~ ~=-~~ 15 .. .. .. ..
22, 631 02

22, 631 02 .. .. .. ..

6, 382.10

4,125_01 1 51,~36.72 _12:205_52 -~, 874~:_

1,115 01

I

:
820 00

==========

Ver~~~::~. ~~~: ... =~18. 53 =
Carson City. . . .. . .. . ..

9,195 52

.

...................... ............

474 93

1, 294 93 1 22,298.12

!
_

60. 00

330 00 I
10 00

1

145 65

475 65

1 50

11 50
1

1

:

7186

.

12, 875 39 .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. ..

3,56~_!~

1~

500

oo

1, 202 86

====--==,= =

I

~

1-3
t:I:l

33,171 16
21,088 23

----------- ~ ----------------------

Total .. .. .. . .. .. .. .

0

p;;

·

26, 453.94
.i.6, 366.59

0

~

3, 956 69
25, 115 33

WASHINGTON TER.

Olympia ............ ..
Vancouver ........... .

Humboldt

06

I

Oregon City . . . . . . . . . .

KANSAS.

9, 055 00 ' ............ ' ......... .

··ii: 333· 19· ·· ·ii,-333- i9··::: ::::: ·-·1a: 432: 83· ~ --- 67a· aa· ~ -- · · · · · ·· 39i. 29· 1·i; o6i. 29 - ~ - ·i9: 5oi: 3a·~--i2; oa3· 19· 1:::::: · ::::: ·------ ·-- ·

6, 900.63

978 15 . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . ... ..

673 00

18, 164. 82

22, 641 02 .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. ..

2, 406 32

w.

t:I:l

0

~

M
1-3

>
~
>-1

0

l"l:j

1-3
~

t:I:l
H

z

1-3
t:I:l
~

0
~

rj;:;..

c:.o

50

REPORT OF 'l'HE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

No.2 A.-Statement qfthe public lands sold, ~f cas!~ and
RECAP IT

States.

Quantity sold for cash Exhibit of the am'nt
and bounty-land scrip
paid in cash and
at and above the miniin bounty-land scrip,
mum price of $1 25,
respectively, for the
first half of the fisand amount received
for the same for the
cal year ending Dec.
first half of the fiscal
31, 1864, mentioned
year ending Decemin first column.
ber 31, 1864.

Acres.

Amount.

Cash.

Military
scrip.

Ohio....................................................
83.67
$25918
$25918 ......... .
Indiana ................ - ....... - ... - -- --- · - - · - - . - - ... - ............................................... .
Illinois ..................................................
1,111.82
1,74337
1,43826
$30511
Missouri ......................... - .. - . - - - - - ----- - - ---- -5, 979. 68
8, 359 65
8, 359 65 ......... .
Alabama .............................•.... - ......................................... _............... .

~'[~~;:i~~~~::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::

Michigan ................................... . ........... 160,070.44 217,516 42 217,254 75
26167
Arkansas ............ - .. - .. --.-------------------------- ............................................. .
Florida ............ -- .. - - .. --- ... --- -- ·- -- - · · -- ...... - - .............................................. .
Iowa .............................. - - . - - - . - - - . - - ... --- . .
1, 040. 51
1, 550 55
1, 550 55
Wisconsin ....................... -- .. --.----.---........ 26, 958. 29
39, 352 68
38, 667 68
685 00
MinneHota . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... - ..... -.----------- .. - ... - .. 38, 629. 82
57, 097 03
56, 697 03
400 00
California ............................ -.-------- ... - .. -.. 34, 89L 49
43, 663 07
43, 663 07
Oregon ...............•.......................... -...... 23, 277. 61
29, 072 02
29, 072 02
Washington Territory .................... --.-........... 42, 820.53
53, 079 39
53, 079 39
KanRas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, 567. 08
3, 337 83
3, 064 29
273 54
NebraAka Territory .................. - ..... --...........
7, 356. 62
9, 195 52
9, 195 52
New Mexico Territory................................................................................ .
Colorado 'l'erritory......................................
9, 644. 31
12, 055 39
12, 055 39 ......... .
Dakota 'l'erritory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
518. 53
648 15
648 15
Nevada Territory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18, 104. 82
22, 631 02
22, 631 02 ......... .

1- - - - -'- - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373, 055. 22 1 499, 561 27

497, 635 95

1, 925 32

To which add number of acres located with agricultural scrip, and commissions received
Also, commissions received on homestead entries, as shown in column No. 3 of section 3.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
-bounty-land scrip received therifor,

51

~c .- Continued.

ULATION.
Quantity of land entered under homestead act
of May 20, 1862, with aggrPgate of the $10
payments required by section second of the
act; and also with aggregate of commissions
of registers and receiver~, under section six
of said act, and of aet approved March 21,
1S64, amendatory thereof, for the first half of
the fiscal year ending December 31, 1S64.

Area in
Aggreg'te Am't of Aggregate
homestead
in $10
reg. and of $10 payentries, in payments. receivers' ments and
acres.
commis's. commiss'ns.

Aggregate disposed of
for cash; also bounty
land scrip and of cash,
under homestead act
oflS62, and act amenda tory.

•
Acres.

Amount.

Quantity of land located in first half of
fiscal year with scrip
issued under ag. col.
and mech. act of
July 2, 1S62, andregiHters' and receiv's'
comm'ns on value of
land sold.

AcreR.

Amount.

so. 00

$10 00

$2 00

$12 00

163.67

$269 lS . - - .... - - - - - . - - - - - . - - .

74.25
14, soo. 00

20 00
1, 190 00

3 72
370 OS

23 72
1, 560 08

1, lS6. 07
20, 779. 6S

l, 763 37 . - - . -- . -- - - - . - - - . --- -9, 549 65 . - - . -- --- - - .. - - . ---- - -

------------

Amount.

$609 S4
526 25
soo 63
l, 903 23

---------- --------- ----------·- ------------ ·----------- -·---------- --------·- ----------1, 12;:1 1S
37,217. 6S
4, 570 55
soo. 00
20 00
3, 457 90

36,177.17 3, 020 00
41, 732. 3S 3, 910 00
197, 631.36 14,430 00
25,532. so 1, 670 00
25,251.84 l, 020 00
18,441.30 1, 180 00
1S, 533.72 1, 360 00
44, 5S0.10 3, 010 00

1, 1S6 22
5, 467 62
931 90
5S6 94
640 96
522 7l
1,115 01
...................
·------------ ---------12, 653.81
820 00
474 93
6, 3S2.10
330 00
145 65
60.00
10 00
1 50
495, 374. 39 36, 090 00 14, 014 S2

4, 14::!
5, 096
19, S97
2, 601
1, 606
1, S20
1, SS2
4,125

1S
22
62
90
94
96
7l
01

6S, 690. 67
236, 261. lS
60,424.29
48,529.45
61,261. S3
21, 100. so
51, 936. 72
.
.................
------------ 22, 29S.12 .
1, 294 93
475 65
6, 900.63
1S, 164.82
11 50

43,262
71,527
45, 333
30,092
54,259
4, 697
12,205

6S
4, 156.42
03
32, 31S. 45
07 .....................
02 -----------39
960.00
83
~. 076.72
52
2,874. 42

103 92
S07 90

------------------24 00
51 92
71 86
...................

------------ ---- -------12, S75 39 ------------ ---------978 15 .................... ..................
22,641 02 ------------ ----------

50, 104 82

86S, 429. 61

535, 651 27

thereon . ___ . _. __ . . ___________ . ________ . . ____ .

S6, 61J. 81

2, 243 40
14,014 82

S6, 619. 81

2, 243 40

6, 655
10,645
5, 295
4, 633
2, 98S
2, 472
3, 564
500
1, 202
673
2, 406

32
44
19
S9
11
33
51
00
S6
00
32

57, 256 97
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No.2 B.-Statement if public lands sold, if cash and bounty-land scnp received'
commissions received under sixth section if said actj also, qf land located
comm1"ssions 'received by 1·egisters and receivers en the value thererif, and
commencing July 1, 1864, and ending June 30, 1865.

States and Territories.

Quantity sold for cash and
bounty-land scrip at and
above the minimum price
of $1 25, and amount received for the same for the
second half of the fi~cal
year ending June 30, 1865.

Land offices.

Acres.

Amount.

Exhibit of the amount paid
in cash and in bountyland S<'rip, reKpectively,
for the second half of the
fiscal year ending June 30,
1865, mentioned in first
column.

CaKh.

Bounty-land
scrip

38.86
160. 00
805. ~4

$96 70
200 00
1, 779 60

1\fissouri. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Boonvile _... _.... __ .. _
Do ...... ...... - - - . Iron ton .............. .

5, 678. 7l
678. 84

12, 350 46
998 21

12,050 46
998 21

$300 00

Total. .•..................................

6, 357.55

13,348 67

13,048 67

300 00

Ohio ............. -.-. Chillicothe ......... .. .
Indiana.............. Indianapolis .......... .
illinois............... Springfield ........... _

Alabama .............
Do ..... - ........ - Do ................
Do ................
Do ...... ..........
Do ................
Do ............... Do ................

St. Stephen's ..........
Greenville .............
Huntsville .............
Tuscaloosa ............
Elba ..................
Demopolis .............
Montgomery ...........
Centre ................

-==,====!=====

$96 70 .... - . - - . -- - - .
200 00 - - - -- - . - .... - 1, 779 60 - ........ - - - . ====---- -----_-_-,_---

1=======1========1========1=======1
-----------·-- --······------ .............. ----·---··-··-·
· - · -- · · - · · · · · · - - - ·- · - · - - - · · - - · - -· · · · · · · · - · - · · · · · - · · -· - - ·
······· · ·------·····················---------···········
·········--·--··············-·······---·········-·······
-···················································-···
-···········--·········-----···········---··· ·········· ·
- · · -·---- ---- · ·-- ·- · · · · ··-- · ·-- ----------- --- -·--- ····· ·
----···------.-----·-·········-·---·-···················-

Total ............................. ........... ......................... ---········---··········-··Mississippi. .... - ... -.Do ................
Do ................
Do ................

Washington ..........
Paulding ............. .
Jackson ...............
Columbus .............

--- ·---- · · ·--- --- · ·- · ·---- · · ·-- · · · · · · · ·--- --- · ·- · · · · · · · ·
- ····- ·------ · ·- ······ ------ · -·-· ····--- ·· · ·····- ·······
-··························-·············-··············
························································

Total ...................................................................................... .
Louisiana----···---·Do ................
Do ................
Do ................
Do ...... - .. - .. --.-

New Orleans ..........
Opelousas .............
:Monroe ....... : .......
Greensburg ............
Natchitoches ...........

---·······-···-·············------········---···········
·······-········-···········-·-······················--··············----·--·-·-·······························
··········--·-······-·····················-··-·········--- -· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·-- · · · · · · · · ·- · - ·- · ·- · · · · · · · ·

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... __ ......... _. _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .
Detroit ................
East Saginaw .........
Ionia ..................
Marquette .............
Traverse City ...............

3, 579.48
6, 602. 94
4, 4:34.82
6, 978.01
2, 717.43

Total ............. ..........................................

24,312.68

Michigan .............
Do ................
Do ................
Do ................
Do ................

Arkansas.............
Do ................
Do ................
Do ................
Do................
Do................

4, 474
9,154
6, 743
11,730
3, 465

39
90
06
17
94

35, 568 46

4, 242 70
231 69
9, 054 90
100 00
6, 54:3 06
~00 00
11,730 17 - - - - . .. - .. ...
3, 465. 94 ----- ..... -----~.

35, 036 77

531 69

Bat.Psville ................ -- .. -- · · · ·- -- .. - · ·------- ------ ·- ·--- · · - · ·----- ·-- ·- ·
Little Rock .......................... ----··········---···········---···········
'va~bington ..................................................... ··············
I-Inntsville ....................................................... ··············
Clarksville ............ ---- · ·- ·---- ·- . -.- · · · ·---- ·- ------- · --- ·- · ------ .. -- · · ·Champagnole .... ....... · ·- · ·- · · ·---- ---- ·-- ·------ · · ·-- · ·- · ·-- · · - ·------ ·- · · ·-

'I'otal .................... .................. ..................... ······· (· ............. ___ .......... .

>'lo~L~~~:~~~:~~~:~: .~l~0~rr:::~:::•::• : : ••••::•:•• : .: : ;_4IWl~WkW~.
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thenifor , number if acres entered under the homestead law if May 20, 1862, if
with scrip under the agn'cultU7·al rollege and mechanic act if July 2, 1862, and
~tatement if 1'ncidental expenses thereon, 1'n the second half qf the fiscal year
Quantity of land entered under homestead act
of May 20, 1862, with aggregate of the $10 payments required by section 2 of the act, and
also with aggregate of commissions of registers and rPceivers under section 6 of said act,
and of act approved March 21, 1864, amendatory the1·eof, for the second half of the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1865.
Area in
Amount of Aggregate
homestead A&'gr$~gate registers' & of $10 pay111 10
entries, in
receivers'
ments and
acres.
payments.
com'ns.
commiss'ns.

-----~~~~~- ---~~~-~~- ------~~-~:- -----~~~-~:-

- - - .... -- - . . - - .. -- . - . . --- . - . --- - - . --- .. - . -- - .

Aggregate disposed of
for cash, also bountyland scrip and of cash
under homestead act
of 1862, and act amendatory.

Acres.

Amount.

Quantity of land loc'd
in second half of fiscal
year with scrip iss'd
undE'r agr'l col. and
mech. act of July 2,
1862, and reg's' and
rec's' com'ns on value
of land sold.

Acres.

Amount.

~~b:bb $~~g b~ 1:::::::::::::::::::::: $~~~ ~g
1

805. 84

1, 779 60 . --- .. --- -- - ·_:_:_:_:_.:_:_:_:_:_:_ _786 ~

1

58, :40. 43 1 5, 980 0;
5, 994. 75
730 00

1, 883 39
191 60

7, 863 39
921 60

Amount.

64, 219. 14 1 18, :130 46 1 1, 600. 00 .-$40 00
6, 673. 59
1, 728 21 . -.---.---- . . -- ... ---.

~586
24
706 93

64.535.18[~i:OOO ~~~~ 7D.892.73fW.o5867f1~oooo~ ~~

-=~-~---·-···-··----------· l ·-------------·-·-·---··l·----------- 1 --··--·----··--··--------··-----

·-·· .·----·1·--· ···--· ··---- ·----·1· ... -- -----· ... --· ------1------ ------1----· -·-----1-------- ·-. -- ··----3, 372. 81
3, 422. 50
17, 428. 69
878.00
16,407.97

1, 490 00

60 00
1, 140 00

84
107
523
21
436

41, 509. 97

3, 300 00

1,173 73

270 00
340 00

40
51
84
98
00

354
447
2, 013
81
1, 576
1

40
51
84
98
00

6, 952.29
10, 025.44
21,863. 51
7, 856. OL
19,125.40

4, 473 73

65, 822. 65

4, 744
9, 494
8, 233
11,790
4, 605
1

39
90
06
17
94

38, e6s 46

3, 177. 48
22, 815. 65
640. 00
10, 560. 00
1, 760. 00

80
572
16
264
44

00
00
00
00
00

38. 953.13r97600

871
1, 548
1, 327
2, 212
1, 242

67

99
58
58
45

1.203 27
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No. 2 B.-Statement if public lands sold, if casl~ ana
-------

- -- - - - - - - - - - - ; - - - - - - - - Quantity sold for ca>h and
bounty-land scrip at and
above the minimum price
of $1 25, and amount received for the same for the
second half of the fi~cal
year ending June 30, 1865.

Land offices.

States and Territories.

Acres.

Exhibit of the amount paid
iu cash anu in bountyland scrip, respectively,
for the second half of the
fiscal year ending June 30,
1865, mentioneu in firHt
column.

Amount.

Bounty-land
scrip.

Cash.

--------- ------- -----1------j-----

Fot·t DE>s Moines . ... .. .
Council Bluff~ ........ .
Fort Dodge ........... .
Sioux City ........... .

2, 752.41
124.33
912. 61
36.19

$3, 442 58

Total ......................... ------ ..... .

3, 825.54

4, 860 75

4, 860 75

3, £!17. 00
538.35
537. 61
805.76
1, 851.28
3, 253.19

4, 221
872
722
1, 772
2, 364
4, 351

4, 221
872
722
1, 772
2, 364
4, 351

Iowa ........... ..... .
Do.... . . . . . . . . . . . .
Do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Do ................

Wisconsin ........... _I
Do................
Do................
Do ................
Do ................
Do................

Menasha ............. .
Falls of St. Croix ..... .
Stevens's Point ....... .
Bayfield ... . .... ...... .
Eau Claire ........... .
La Cros~e ............ .

10,203.19

Total ....... ... .... --·-·-·---·-·---------1

............... .........
1

:I

Cali~~~-i~-::::::::::: ~~~ ~~~~~~s8c_~:::: :::::
Do ................
Do .... . ...........
Do........... .....
Do.... .... ... .....

Marysvtlle.............
Humboldt.............
Stockton . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Visalia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Total. ........... _I_.•..•...•.•••.•..••....

•• • ••

Kansas...... ... ......
Do.... . . . . . . . . . . . .
Do ..... ...........
Do ...............
Total .............

550
9, 635
5, 642
7, 007

58
17
47
52

550
9, 235
5, 542
7, 007

58
17
47
52

. __

$400 00
100 00

2," 238." 9o· · · · ··4·669 ·56· · · · ··4," 66~ ·56· : : : :: : ::::::::

=17,063.06 =26,905 30 =26,405 30

.~:·_ :~~-- ~~-

. ___

~:·_ ~~~- ~~-

___ .

500 00

~:·. ~~~-~~- ::::::::::::::

11,766.47
18,461.50
6, .Jl8. 09
3, 989. 46

14,70812
23,076 88
8, 022 64
4, 986 82

14,70812
23,076 88
8, 022 64
4, 986 82

............. .
...... ....... .
............. .
............. .

54,341.18

67,926 67

67, 926 67 - - - .. - - . . --- --

1, 521. 93
13,396.13

1, 902 44
16, 795 62

1, 902 44 . -- .. - - .. ----16, 7U5 62 ............. .

14,918.06

18, 698 06

18, 698 06 - - . -- - - - . - - - - -

------------------------

Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oregon City .. ..... ... .
Do ................ Roseburg ............. .
TotaL ................................... .

-------------

28 -------------94 ------------02 ....................
06 ......................
14 ......................
17 --------------

14,303 61 .... ........ ..........

14, 303 61

439.92
7, 267.08
3, 509.34
3, 607.82

1

Total- ............

28
94
02
06
14
]7

58 -------------17 . ..... ..... ..... .......
11 ·------------89 ......................

======= =·-=-===== ============ -==========

:Minnesota ............ Taylor's Falls ..•......
Do ...... ---····--- St. Cloud ............. .
Do ................ Winnebago ........... .
Do.... ..... ....... 1 Minneapolis .......... _

~~: ::::::::::::: ::I ~t~ ~~~e~ ·_ ·_ ·_ ·_: :: :::::::

$3,442
156
1, 206
55

156 17
1, 206 11
55 89

=====---------======

Topeka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, 443. 11
J, 803 86
1, 803 86 ............. .
Atchison ....... .........• .............................................. .......
Humboldt.............
2,976.19
3,720 75
3,720 7:5 -·----···---·JimctionCity..........
1,295.60
1,633 67
1,633 67 ............. .
........................

Nevada .............. Carson City----------·

=

5,714.90 =

--~;.;---~~--9~~~

Washington Territory. 1 Olympia.... . . . . . . . . . .
10, 620. 15
Do ................ , Vancouver ............ -~66.29 _
Total.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7,158 281= 7,158 28 ---·----------

13, 275 181
9,207 86 _

13, 275 18 ............. .
_:_:07 86 ~~.:...:..=..:..:
22, 483 04 ... _......... .

17, 98G. 44

22, 483 04

Omaha City...........
Brownsville-----·----Nebraska City.........
Dakota Uity _. . . . . . . . . .

2,584.76
1,933.30
2,258.14
343. 31

3,270 67
2,416 61
2,83103
429 12

3,270 67
2.416 61
2,83103
429 12

Total ............. ·-----------·······-----

7, 119.51

8, 947 43

8, 94 7 43 . - - . - - - - - - - - - .

Nebraska Territory ... ,
Do .......... . .....
Do ................
Do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

--------·----............. .
............. .
............. .

New Mexico Territory. Santa Fe ............................ .. ...... ..... .. .. ......................... .
Colorado Territory.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dakota Territory..... . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

13, 184. 59
16, 481 11
16, 481 11
l======l======l=======l======
429. 05 1
536 32
536 32
------~------~-----~
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~c.-Continu ed.

Quantity of land entered under homestead act
of May 20, 1862, with aggregate of the $10 payments required by section 2 of the act, aud
also with aggregate of commissions of r egistors and receivers under section 6 of said act,
and of act approved March 21, 1864, amendatory thereof, for the second half of the fiscal
year ending J·uue 30, 1865.

Aggregate disposed of
for ca~h, also bountyland scrip and of cash
under homestead act
of 1862, and act amendatory.

Area in
Amount of Agg1·egate
homestead Ag:gr$~fgte registers' & of $10 pay·
entries in
m
receivers'
ments and
acre~.
payments.
com'ns.
commiss'ns.
3, 735.92
7, 376.51
13,584. 89
4, 234.21

$510
910
1, 060
320

00
00
00
00

28, 931. 53

2, 800 00

$114
329
410
119

97
60
48
82

974 87

$624
1, 239
1, 470
439

Acres.

97
60
48
81

6, 488.33
7, 500.84
14,497. 50
4, 270.40

3, 774 87

32,757.07

Amount.

$3,952
1, 066
2, 266
375

Quantity of land loc'd
in second half of fiscal
year with scrip isti'd
under agr'l col. and
mech. act of July 2,
1862, and reg's' and
reo's' com'ns on value
of laud sold.

Acres.

Amount.

58 ............ ---·-----17 ------------ --------- 11 ------------ ----······
89 ·----------· ----·---- -

7, 660 75

Amount.

$902
863
963
620

74
74
16
18

3, 349 82

= = - - - = = = = =l== = =:== = = =.=====i=====i====
1, 3:J7. 99
7, 369.28
1, 555.56
960.00
6, 551.92
16,581.48

160
640
190
70
530
1, 720

00
00
00
00
00
00

37
230
44
28
169
487

53
84
89
00
80
98

197
870
234
98
699
2, 207

53
84
89
00
80
98

1, 600. 00
104, 769. 10
101, 112. 87
80, 950. 50

100
6, 700
6, 780
8, 230

00
00
00
00

40
2, 641
2, 5Y8
3, 246

00
53
81
86

140
9. 341
378
11, 476

00
53
81
86

41, 171.00

g;

4, 554.99
7, 907.63
2, 093.17
1, 765.76
8, 403.20
19,834. 67

4, 381
1, 512
912
1, 842
2, 894
6, 071

28
94
02
06
14
17

2, 039. 92

650
16,335
12,422
15,237

58
17
47
52

112, 036. 18

104, 622. 21
84, 558. 32

3, 450 00

1, 24G 93

4, 696 93

43, 409. 90

329, 603. 47 25, 260 00

9, 774 13

35, 034 13

346, 666. 53

1

····-i6o: oo· -·- ·$·i- oo ·

7, 519 56

8, 5()8. 59
13,471.78
9, 215. 30
800.00
3, 172.80

214
336
230
20
79

20
84
38
00
20

52, 165 30

35,228.47

880 62

705
821
557
748
733
l, 035

43
43
91
93
09
49

545
2, 810
2, 753
2, 877
552
924

50
67
18
54
00
21

10, 463 10

= - = - - = = ==i====:====:====i====i==-=====---5, 733.45

350 00

203 50

553 50

19,439.11

17,482 21

3, 553.30
2, 112.40
2, 830.54
2, 060.00

180
140
180
130

140
79
106
77

320
219
286
207

20
20
14
25

15, 319. 77
20,573.90
9, 248.63
6, 049. 46

14, 888
23,216
8, 202
5, 116

1, 586 29

70,630.87

68, 906 67

16,289. 69

00
00 00
00

980 00

20
20
14
25

606 29

12
88
64
82

... -.- ... - ... -- .. -.--.
. -- ... - .. -- . . -- .. - ... .
- - - - .... - - - . . - - .... - ..
. - ... - - .. -- .. - - .. -- - . -

1, 063
340
1, 121
647
1, 040
841

94
00
98
46
86
29

5, 055 53

-----====i=====l======:======:======i=====:==[=====i======

~21. 59

500 oo
~53. 72 ~90 00 -

259 50
759 50 I 8, 443. 52 1 2, 402 44 ____ . __ .. __ .. __ . . . . . . .
277~ -~~ 20,649.85 ~· 285~=~ ~~

14, 175. 31

536 51

990 00

====== = =

1, 526 51

_ _:_

1, 596 43
746 34

I 29, 093. 37 I 19, 688 06 . - ... - ... - .... - .. --- . . 4, 342 77
========-==== ========-==== ========== ======== ==-==

:::::=::.::.====::== ======-=====::-

5, 243. 96

410 00

152 30

562 30

6, 687. 07

2, 213 86

1, 760. 00

44 00

917 93

16, 077. 08
13,117.57

1, 120 00
l, 0-W 00

423 92
388 55

1, 543 92
l, 428 55

19, 053. 27
14,413.17

4, 840 75
2, 673 67

160. 00
480.00

4 00
12 00

669 37
874 39

~~~~

-'64_"

6, 926. 29
440 00 =
260 09
....:::_209.40 _580 00 _ _345 34 16, 135. 69

1, 020 oo

605 43

16, 156. 77
25, 835. 92
26, 021. 27
2, 256. 40

1, 550
1, 730
1, 770
150

6o6
645
698
56

oo
00
00
00

':~· 771':::::: I ::::: 2:4~00 "-~
700 09 1 17, 546. 44 1
925~~75.69

1, 625 43

34, 122. 13

35 -·- 2~-i56 35
90
2, 375 90
05
2. 468 05
43
206 43

1

18:741. 53 1
27, 769. 22
28, 279. 41
2, 599. 71

· · : : ::

13~1518 . - - .. - --. - .. ~~-- . --

1, 099 99
9, 787 86 ·-····-·--·· ---··-·--· -=-832 76

23, 503 o4 .. ____ .. ___ . . __ . ______
4, 820
4, 146
4, 601
579

67 - 3, 040. ~o - 7 6 oo
61
2, 065. 92
51 64
03
3, 993. 24
99 84
12 ... - - - . - - - - - .. - . - .. - . .

2, 932 75
.1, 262
1, 224
1, 476
835

62
42
75 '
37

-~~·-~~~~~~- -~~-~~~-~~- ·--~~-~~~~·--~~~~~-~~-~~~~;g.;~~~~

11, S44. 18'
750 00- =
432 66
1, 182 66' 24, 728. 77 I 17, 231 11 .. -.-.-.--- .. - ... -.-.. 1, 433 12
3.32~~oT2woo= =8724~9724 ~~~~"~~ ~~=~

1
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No. 2 B.- ~'tat£"mcnt

rif public

lands sold, o{ cash and
HECAPIT

Exhibit of 1he amount paid I Quantlly of land entered un
in cash and in bounty1862, wi1h aggregateofthe
land scrip, re~pectively,
tion 2 of the act, and also
for the ~rcoud half of the
~ionH of regioters and rec
fiscal year ending June
net, and of act approved
30, 1863, mcntiom·d in
tberPof, for the second
fin;t column.
ing June 30, 1865.

Quantity ~old for ca~h anrl
bounty-lund scrip at and
above the minimnm price

I

I ~;:i~!c1 t~r~~~~ s ~ ~~~~~~t ;~~
2

1

States aucl Territories.

1 1

1

Hecond half of the fiRcal
year eudiug Jun e 30, 1865.

Acreo.

Amount.

IBount

Cash.

I

- - - -- - -

l

Obio .................
Indiana ...... . ...... ·1
lllinois...............

~{!~~'\~~:::::::::::::

38.86
160. 00
'305 84

$96 70
200 00
1, 779 60

1

..... ~·-~~:·_ ~~- .... ~~·-~·1~ ..~:

$~16 70

•-Jan~lI-homestead
:cain
Aggregate
en- in $10 pay-

~
cnp.

B.

tries, in acres.

-

mcnt8.

-

- --

........... .
38.91
$LO 00
200 00 ..................................... .
J, 779 60 .............. . ............... . ..... .
1
- ' - ...
.....
...

~~·-~~~- ~:

!~~~- ~~- .... ~?·. ~~~~ ~8-

~: :~~- ~~-

~i~!i~!~··· ·:: ••••• 1·•• ~;.;;;~· .••• •;;:;;; ;; : ·•·~:~;;;•:··· ••;;;•;;• ••••;;,;~;; ••• ;:;;;•~·,
fiEF~~s: ::::::::::::1
::: ::~.:~~~-:~~: ::::: ~~:~~0: ~~: ::: ::~.:~~b:~~: :::::::::::: ::: :~~.:~~i.:~~: :::~.:~~:bb:
Wisconsin ........... ,
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . .
California .. .. . .. .. .. .
Oregon .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
KanMas .............. :
Nevada..............
Washington Territory.

10,203. 19
17, 063. 06
54, 341. 18
14, 918. 06
5, 714.90
7, 696. 86
17, 986. 44

~=~~~~~i·c-~:: :~~:::: ..... :·. ~~~-- ~~-

Colorado ...... do.. ..
Dakota ....... do .... _
TotaL...........

14, 303
26, 905
67, 926
18, 6913
7,158
9, 571
22, 4R:l

61
30
67
06
28
08
04

--~·-~~:. ~~-

.. _

13, 184. 59
___.:29. 05

16, 481 11
'--~36 32

184, 157. 31

248, 865 08

14, 303
26, 405
67, 926
18, 698
7,1:>8
9, 571
22, 483

61
30
67
06
28
08
04

I

............
500 00 1

34, 356.23
3, 310 00
329, 603. 47
25, 260 00
16, 289. 69
!180 00
.. .. .. .. .. ..
14, 175. 31
990 00
.. .. . .. .. .. .
34,438.61
2,570 00
......................................
.. .. . . .... . .
16, J 35. 69
1, 020 00

J-- .. .. .. .. ..

~·-~~:. ~~-

:~·_ :~~ ~~-

2

~·- ~~~- ~~-

.... _
:::::::::::: ....
.. _
16, 481 11 .. .. . .. .. .. .
11, 544. 18
750 00 1
--~36 32 ~~ -~29. 40 ___:10 00 j
247, 533 39

1, 331 69

665, 158. :-\3

53, llO 00

I

To which add number of acres located with ogricultural ~crip and commi~s ions received
Also, commissions receiYcd on homestead entries, as Khown in column No. 3 of section 3.
Total. ............................................................. .

57

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

bounty-land scrip received tlurifor,

~c.-Continued.

ULATION.
Quantity of land located in
der homestead act of May 20,
second half of fiscal year
$10 payments required by sec- Aggregate disposed of for cash,
with scrip issued under Incidental exwith aggregate of commisalso bounty-land ~crip ann of
agr'l col. and mech. act of
eivers under section 6 of said
cash under homestead act of
penses.
July 2, 1862, and registers'
March 21, 1864, amendatory
1862, and act amendatory.
and receivers' commissions ,.
half of the fiscal year endon value of land sold.
Amount of Aggregate of
registers' and $10 payments
receivers'
and commiscommissions.
sions.

~Acres.

Amount.

Acres.

8, 784 99

77.77
160.00
805.84
70,892.73

$L06
200
1,779
20, o58

4, 473 73

65,822.65

38,868 46

$G 97

$10 97

2, 074 99

l, 173 73

974 87
3, 774 87
999 04
4, 309 04
9, 774 13
35, 034 13
606 29
1, 586 29
536 51
1, 526 51
964 77
3, 534 77
- .............. -- ...... -.-..

32, 757. 07
44,559.42
346, 666. 53
70, 630. 87
29, 093. 37
40, 153. 51
7, 696. 86

7, 660
17, 613
52, 165
68, 906
19, 688
9, 728
9, 571

Amount.

I

70 . - .... - .... -.- . --.---.-----00 . - - . - - - - . - - - - . . - - .. - - - - - - - - 60
67 · · · ..

i: 6oo: oo· ·······$4o·oo·

75
61
30
67
06
28
08

38,953. 13

976 00

---.--- .. ---.- ----.--------160.00
4 00
35, 228. 47
880 62
- - - -- - - - - ----- - - - . - -- - . ---- . - --- - - . ----- - - ---- - - ...... .
2, 400. 00
60 00
. ---.-- .. --.- .. - ....... - --- -

1

297 24

3, 758. 45

-2D,23736j-73.34736 -84i3I5. 84

:~~~~~~----.-.·_·_·_-_-_· ::::::::::::.--... ~:~~~~-:~.

746 32 ---.---------- . -- .. -- .. -----

301, 975 08

$640
551
786
2, 293

30
25
85
17

7, 203 27

2, g~~ i~
~: g~~ i~
~i: ~~~: §~
i~: f~~ ~j · ---·9: o99: i6- · --· · --221-4s -I
--- ----432-66- ----- i.-i82-66- ------24.-728.-77- ------i 7.-23i-ii- : : ::: : :::::::: ::: :: :::::::::
87 24

Amount.

3, 349 82
4, 602 28
10,463 10
5, 055 53
4, 342 77
2, 461 69
802 88
2, 932 75
4, 799 16
500 00
1,43312
595 14

-87:440:76 -2,18810 ~--5-2-,8_1_3_0_8

2~: ~~~ ~g ::::::::::::::/::::::::::::::1::::::::::::::

._.... _.. _... __ .. _____ ... ___ -936,75660 -324,4oo44r~~~--- ~~ ~~ ~ - _... __ ... ___ _
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•

No. 3.-Eummary for tlte fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, slwwing tlze
homestead laws if Jl!Iay 20, 1862, and JJJarck 21, 1864, with aggregate if
tural college and mechanic scrip under act if July 2, 1862.
Quantity sold for cash and Exhibit of the amount paid Quantity of land entered un
bounty-land scrip at and
in cash and bounty1862, with aggregate of
above the minimum price
land scrip, respectively,
second section of the act,
of $1 25, and amount remissions of registers and
for
the
fiscal
year
ending
ceived for the same for the
act, and of act approved
June 30, 1865, mentioned
fiscal year ending June 30,
in first column.
thereof, for the fiscal year
States and Territories.
1865.

Acres.

Amount.

Cash.

Bount~-land hor!~~!aO:en- i!\1~eg~~scnp.

tries, in acres.

ments.

Ohio.................
122.53
$355 88
$355 88 ............
118.91
$20 00
Indiana..............
160. 00
200 00
200 00
Illinois .. ............ .
1,917.66
3,522 97
3,217 86 ----$365-ii" ........ 74."25- ...... 26"00"
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12, 337. 23
21, 708 32
21, 408 32
300 00
79, 335. 18
7, 900 00
Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .

~~~~~~:~t::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::::: ::::::::::::

Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . .
184, 383. 12
253, 084 88
252, 291 52
793 36
94, 953. 53
7, 410 00
Arkansas .............................................. --······ . ... -- ······ · ·· ·· · ······ ·· ···· · · · ··· · ·
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... - -- ......•.... - - - - . - ------ - - · --- - - - - --- - Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .
4, 866.05
6, 411 30
6, 411 30 . . . . . . . . . . . .
65, 108.70
5, 820 00
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . .
37, 161. 48
53, 656 29
52, 971 29
685 00
76, 088. 61
7, 220 00
Minnesota............
55, 692.88
84, 002 33
83, 102 33
900 00
527,234. 83
39, 690 00
California............
89, 232. 67
111, 589 74
111, 589 74 . . . . . . . . . . . .
41, 822.49
2, 650 00
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
38, 195. 67
47, 770 08
47, 770 08 . . . . . . . . . . . .
39, 427. 1;)
2, 010 00
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8, 281. 98
10, 496 11
10, 222 57
273 54
52, 972. 33
3, 930 00
Nevada..............
25, 801. 68
32,202 10
32, 202 10 . . . . . . . . . . . .
60. 00
10 00
Washington Territory
60, 806. 97
75, 562 43
75, 562 43 . . . . . . . . . . . .
34, 576. 99
2, 200 00
Nebraska ...... do....
14,476.13
18,142 95
18,142 95 ............
114,850.46
8,210 00
NewMexico ... do ....... ........... ...... ............... . ................ ........... ................ .
Colorado ...... do....
22,828.90
28,536 50
28,536 50 . . . .. ..... ..
24,197.99
J, 570 00
Dakota ........ do....
947. 58
1, 184 47
1, 184 47 . . . . . . . . . . . .
9, 711. 50
540 00
Total. .......... .

----------1------1------- 1------1-----557,212.53

748,426 35

745, 169 34

3, 257 01

1, 160, 532. 92

89, 200 00
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number

if acres disposed iffor
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cash, with bounty-land scrip, by entry under tl~e

$10 homestead payments, homestead commissions j also, locations with agricul-

J
der homestead act of May 20,
$10 payments required by the
and also with aggregate of comreceivers under section 6 of said
March 21, J 864, amendatory
ending June 30, 1865.

Amount of
Aggregate in
registers' andre- $10 payments
ceivers' comaud commismissions.
sions.
$2 97
$22 97
................................ .........................
3 72
23 72
2, 445 07
10,345 07

2, 616 13

10,026 13

Quantity of land located in the Aggregate disposed of for
fiscal year with scrip issued
cash, also bounty-land
under the agricultural colscrip, agricultural college Incidental exlege and mechanic act of
scrip, cash under homepenses.
July 2, 1862, and registers'
stead act of 1862, and act
and receivers' commissions
amendatory.
on the value of the land sold.

Acres.

241.44
160. 00
1, 991. 91
91, 672. 41

279,336.65

69, 974.75
7, 918 05
ll3, 250.09
9, 405 26
54,931 75
582,927.71
131, 055.16
4,188 19
77,622.82
3,133 45
61, 25'! . 31
5, 417 48
25,
86]. 68
11 50
3, 446 39
95,383. 96
11,331 74
129,326. 59
.............................. ........................ ..............................
907 59
2, 477 59
47,026.89
772 89
10,659.08
232 89
2, 098
2,185
15,241
1, 538
1,123
J, 487
1
1, 246
3,121

05
26
75
19
45
48
50
39
74

34,252 18 1

123,452 18

1, 717,745.45

In value equal
to-

Amount.

88 ........................ ........................
00 .. ........................ ..........................
97 ....................... -------------32
1, 600.00
$40 00

$1, 250
1, 077
1, 587
4, 196

Amount.

$375
200
3, 542
29,608

260,494 88

Acres.

82,386.93

2,139 80

12,231
60,876
123,692
114,239
49,780
14,426
32, 212
77,762
26,352

30
800.00
20 00
107 92
29
4, 316. 42
33
67,546. 92
1, 688 52
74 ......................... ............................
08 .......................... .......................
11
4, 476.72
111 92
10 ....................... .........................
960.00
24 00
43
95
11,973.58
299 34
......................... .......................... ...........................
30,106 50 ..................... ................
1, 724 47 ..................... ........................

14
50
48
40

16,125 42
6, 807
11,257
21,108
10,350
8, 976
4, 934
3, 209
5, 920
8, 363
1, 000
2, 635
1, 268

72
60
54
72
66
02
20
86
67
0(}
98
14

------ ----- -----

837,626 351

174,060.57

4, 431 50

110,070 05
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No. 4.-Statement exhibit in!( the quantity of land selected for the several States under the acts
of Congress app1·oved Mm-clt 2, 1849, September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860, up to and
ending Septtmber 30, 186S.

States.

Ac1·es.

AcTCs.

Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Missouri. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Alabama..........................
Mississippi............. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louisiana, (act 1849)... . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louisiana,(act1850) ... ,............

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

------T--·· .. ........

54, 438. 14
1, 354,732.50
3, 267, 470. 65
4, 604, 448. 75
477,514.44
:~, 070,645.29
10,774,978.82
543,339.13

Wisconsin ................................................ - ~ -... . . . .
Iowa ................. - ~ -..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3, 449,238. 28
2, 579, 976. 29

~-~~~~:~ _-_-_-~ ~. ~. .~ .~ ~. ~. ~. ~. ~. :. I:. ~. ~. .~ .~ :. :. .~ ~. ~. ~. :.
}~lorida......

:_ ~- ~- :_ ~- ~- :_ :_ I:_ -_- :_ :__: :_ ~- :_ i:_ :_ :_ :_ :_ ~- ~- :_ 11,790,637.46
~: ~~~: ~~~: ~~

~f.i~~l~~ :_: : ::::::: ::::::: :::::::::::::: ::::::: ::::::::I:::::::: ::::i;~: i~~: ~~
Total ........... ;. . . . . . . . . . . .
GE~ERAL

. ...... -1-.......

1.. ......

56, 648, 837. 40

LAND OFFICE, September 30, 1865.

No. 5.-Statement exhibiting the quantity of land approved to the several States unde1· the acts
of Congress approved Ma1·ch ~, 1849, September ~8, 1850, and March 12, 1tl60, up to and
ending Septernbe1· 30, 1865.
'-

'0

0

States.

Acres. Acres.

Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . .
Illinois............
:Missouri . . . . . . . . . .
Alabama . . . . . . . . . .
Mississippi . . . . . . . .
Louisiana,(act 1849) .. . ...
Louisiana,(act1850) ......
Michigan................
Arkansas....... . . . . . . . .
},lorUa............ ......
Wisconsin......... . . . . . .
Iowa. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
California . . . . . . . . .
Oregon... . . . . . . . . .
Minnesota....... . .
Total .......

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

... . .. .. ... . .... ... . ... . .... .... ....
.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ....
.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ....
.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ....
.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ....
.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ....
. ...................................
.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .... ....
. ........... 71,332.40 ............
.. . . .. .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. ... ...
. ...................................
. . . . . . . . . . . . 105, 4~4. 81 . . . . . . . . . . . .
...... ...... ... ... ...... ...... ......
.. . . . . .. . . .. ... . ... . . ... .... .... ....
.... .... .... ... ... ... ... .... .... ....
571, 429. 24 145, 305. 50 571, 429. 24

~~-:-~~~-:r5n:429.24j322,062:7!

GENERAL LAND 0FFIC:E, Stptember 30, 1865.

571, 429. 24-

Acres.

25,640.71
1, 251, 115. 51
3, 267,470.65
4, 604, 448. 75
479, 514. 44
3, 070, 645. 29
10,774,978. 8~~
543,339.13
5,554,164.80
7, 283,763. 13
10,901,007.76
2, 302,257. 15
631, 892. 38
. ............ .
. ............ .
716, 734. 74
45, 422, 327. 48
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No.6.
Statement exltibit£ng the quantity if land patented to tlw several States under
tlze acts if Congress approved September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860; and
also the quantity certified to the State if Louiswna unde1· act approved
Marclt 2, 1849.

2
~

.

&~

States.

~~

II

5

fJ;,

'o

2

~~

:~

-~

fJ;,

J -E
@

i &~
I

§~

~
w.

'o
~

~~

~~
:E
E-;

---------------------------1-------

Acres. Acr~s.
Acns.
Acres.
Ohio-------·--------------·--· ................ -----------·
Indiana ............... -------- ................ -----------·
IlliJJ.ois .......... _-.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3, 296. 52

~t::fs~r~pi. ~ ~:: :: :::: ~ ~ :: ~ :~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: :~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ :~ ~ ~ ~ ._
~: ~ ~~~~ ~~.

Acns.

Acres.
25,640.71
1,256,3G7.56
1, 276, 203. 48

~: ~~r: ~~~: ~~

Louisiana, (act 1849) ........................... -----------199,598.07
Louisiana, (act 1850) ................... -------- ·---------·8,192,305.64
Michigan .............................. ---- ---- 70,314.25 ........ 5,663,315.77
Arkansas .............. -------- ............ ---- ------------ .... .... 6,011, 357.03
Florida .. -- ... --- ................................ -- ......... _.. _... 10,644,468. 04

: : : : : : ~::: :~:: :::~~~~~~~~: : : : : --~~~~~~~~~~~~

k~~:::~~:~~:~~ ::~::: ~~~:

Oregon ......... __ . . . . . . . . . . . . . _. . . . . . . .. _ . _. . . .. _...... _. __ . _ . _.. _.. ____ .. ____ _
Minnesota .. -- ............................. _... 670,773. 31 . . . . . . . .
670,773. 31

==r~~~=~~Ss3~894~J~42.173,837.31

Total ___________

*89,616.26 acres of

thi~

GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

contained in indemnity patent under act of March 2, 1855.

September 30, 1865.

No.7.
Condition if bounty land business under acts if 184 7, 1850, 1852, and 1855,
showing tlze issue and locations from tlte commencement if tlw operat1"ons under
said acts to June 30, A. D. 1865.
ACT OF 1847.

,
Grade of
warrants.

Number
issued.

Acres
embraced
thereby.

Number
located.

Acres
embraced
thereby.

Number
Acres
outstanding. embraced
thereby.

852,320
75,300 12,048,000
5, :~27
12,900,320
1,337
53,840
6,245
249,800
303,280
_
_
_
_
_
_
!"
_
_
_
_
--Total ......
88,209 13,203, 60~8J' 545 12,297,800
- 6~~~4 .. 90-6, ~0

160 acres ......
40 acres ... _..

--

-

80,627
7,582

--

-

ACT OF 1850.
l60acres ......
80 acres .... _.
40 acres ... __ .
TotaL .....

27,437
57, 707
103, 961

4,389,820
4, 616, 560
4, 158, 440

26,541
52, 300
91, 195

4,246,560
4, 184, 000
3, 647, 840

896
5, 407
12, 765

143,360
432, 560
510, 600

~9,105jl3,164,920 J70,0371 J2,078,4o01--19,068jl,Os6~
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No. 7.-Condition qf bounty land bus-iness unda acts of 1847, o/c.-Continued.
ACT OF 1852.
160 acres ......
80 acres ......

40 acres ......
Total . . . . . .

1, 222
1,69B
9, 06:3

195,5'20
135,840
362,520

929
1' 383
7,566

148,640
110,640
302,640

293
315
1,497

46,880
25,200
59,880

11,983

693,8~0

9,878

561,9.20

2,105

131,960

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - ACT OF 1855.

160 acres ......
120 acres ......
100 acres .. __ ..
80 acres .... _..
60 acres ..•....
40 acres .......
10 acres .......
Total ......

104,918
96,53l
6
49,218
357
532
5

--251,567

16,786,880
11,583,720
600
3,937,440
21,420
21,280
50

90,096
84,840
5
43,924
274
428
3

14,415.360
10,180,800
500
3,513,920
16,440
17, 120
30

14,822
11' 691
fi,294
83
104
2

2,371,520
1,402,920
100
423,520
4,980
4,160
20

32,351,390

219,570

28,144,170

31,997

4,207,220

l

- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - SUMMARY.

Act of 1847 ....
Act of 1850 ....
Act of 1852 ....
Act of 1855 ....
Total ......

88,209
189, 105
11,983
251,567

13,203,600
13,164,920
693,880
32,35 1,390

81,545
170,037
9,878
219,570

12,297,800
12,078,400
561,920
28,144,170

6,664
19,068
2, 105
31,997

906,160
1,086,520
131,960
4,207,220

540,864

59,413,790

481,030

53,082,290

59,834

6,331,860

---- - - - - ----- - - -- - - -----

DEPARTME:\IT OF THE INTERIOR,

GeneTal Land Office, September 25, 1865.
SIR : I have the honor herewith to submit estimate8 of appropriations re.quired by this branch of the public service for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1867.
1. Estimates of salaries in this office. We have included in this estimate
the whole number of clerks authorized by the several acts of Congress, and the
amount estimated is the 8ame as that called for and appropriated last year, less
$3,000 by limitation of the act of June 25, 1864.-(Laws, page 160.)
2. Estimates of salaries and commissions of district land officers, and incidental expenses of district land offices. We have not asked for appropdations
for this particular branch of the service since the year 1853, having depended
on unexpended balances of former appropriations, but such balances are now so
reduced that we deem it necessary to make the estimates herewith submitted.
3. The estimates of appropriations for contingent expenses of this office, for
expenses of depositing the public moneys, for refunding purchase-money for
lands illegally sold, and for claims of certain States for the two, three, and five
per cents. are omitted, existing balances being thought amply sufficient to meet
the requirements of such service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
Estimates for the surveying service are submitted in a separate report.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH S. WILSON,
Acting Commissioner.
Ron. JAMES HARLAN,
Sec1·ctary if tlte Interior.
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No.8.
Estimates if appropTiations Tequired fm· the qffice if the Commissioner of tlte
General Land 0./ficefor the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
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For salary of Commissioner of the General Land Office,
per act of July 4, 1836, (5 Laws, p. ll1, sec. 10) ..... .
For salary of recorder, per same act and act of 3d March,
1837, (5 Laws, pp. 111 and 164) ................... .
For salary of chief clerk, per act of 3d March, 1853, ( 10
Lavvs, p ~1]) .................................... .
For salary of three principal clerks, of public lands, private land clairp.s, and surveys, per act of 4th July, 1
1836, at $1,800 each, (5 Laws, p. ll1) .............. .
For salary of three clerks of class four, per act. of 3d
March, 1853, (-Laws, p. 211, sec. 3) .............. .
For salary of hventy-three clerks of class three, per same
act and act of 22d April, 1854, (10 Laws, pp. 211 and
276) ... -. ---- ---- ------ ---- . ----- ------ ------ ---For salary of forty clerks of class two, per same acts ... .
For salary of forty clerks of class one, per same acts ... .
For salary of draughtsman at $1,600, and assistant
draughtsman at $J ,400, per act of 4th July, ] 836, (5
Laws, p. 11:2,) and act of~2d April, ] 854, (-Laws, vol.
10, p. ~76) -------- ---------- ------ ------- .. -----For salary of five messengers, per act of 4th July, 1836,
(5Laws, p. 112,) and joint resolution of18th August,
1856, (11 Laws, p. 145,) viz: one messenger at $840,
and four messengers at $700 each .................. .
For salary of two packers at $600 each, per act of 4th
July, 1836, (5 Laws, p. 112,) act 30th September, 1850,
(9 Laws, p. 527,) and joint resolution of 18th August,
1856, (ll Laws, p. 145) .......................... __
For salary of seven laborers, per joint resolution of 18th
August, 1856, (11 La·ws, p. 145,) and general appropriation act of June 23, 1860 ...................... .
For salary of seven night watchmen, per same resolution
and same act . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I

~~-~~ ~

>=l<M>=l<oo

$3,000 .........................

>=><""a

... ...... •.................

2,000 . .. .. -... - - ..... - .. ....................
2,000 .................. .. ..................
5,400 .................... .......................
5,400 .................... . .......... .. .......
36,800 ............. ........ ... .................
56,000 .. ..................... .....................
48,000 ......................... .. .. ... ... . - ..........

3, 000 ---- .. ---- ~ ------ ----

3, 640 ---------- ---. ·-----

1, 200
4,200
4, 200
600

1- - - - -:

......

. ..... .

~ ~ ~ ~--- .. -- 1~ ~ ~- .... ..

175, 440 , ........

--I $178, 200
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Additional appropriations under military act if llfarcl~ 3, 1855, and lwretifore
p1·ovided per act qf August 18, 1856, making app1·opriations, ~-· and subsequent appropriation laws.

Heads or titles of appropriations.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - -- - - - - - - -1 - - -- -

For salary of one principal clerk as director. ___ -- ___ -- _
For salary of one clerk of class three . _________ . ______ _
For salary of four clerks of class two ______ ---- ____ ---·
For salary of forty clerks of class one. ----- .. ___ -- ___ _
For salary of two laborers, per joint resolution of August
18, 1856, (11 Laws, p. 145)------ ---------- ---· ---'I'otaL- - -- - -- -- -- __ - ________________________ .

$2, 000 - - - - . - - - - 1,600
5,600 ---------48, 000 - - --- - --- -

j·-- -------

1,200 ,_____ ,_____
_____
58, 400

1------ ~--- I

$58,640

--'--- - -

Provided that the Secretary of the Interior, at his discretion shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to use any portion of said appropriation for piece-work or by the day, week, month,
or year, at such rate or rates as he may deem just and fair, not exceeding a salary of twelve
hundred dollars per annum.
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, September 25, 1865.
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Estimates of appropriations required to meet expenses of collecting the revenue from the sales Of
public lauds in t!te several States and Territories for tltefiscal year ending June :~0, 1867. ·

Salari_es. and Incidental
commiSSIOns. expenses.

States.

Laud distriets.

Ohio ....... ---·
InJiana .........
Illinois . __ .... __
Missouri ..... __ .

Chillicothe .................. ____
Indianapolis------···--·-···--··
Springfield ......... ___ ..........
Booneville . . . . . . __ . _ .. _. _... _. __

Alabama ......

I

I ~~~~7~1~i~t~-th-~t·I;1~J·b~;.~~rg~~i~~d-.

·I

Mississippi......
Louisiana . . _. __
Arkansas .......
.
Flonda ........ - ~

Montgomery .. .. .. .. __ . ____ ... __
For districts that may be reorganized.
Jackson .... _____ ......... __ ....
For districts that may be reorganized.
New Orleans .... _... _.... ____ ... - ~
For districts that may be reorganized.
Little Rock._ .......... _....... __
For districts that may bereorganized.
Tallal1assee...... .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. 1
For districts that may bereorganized.
Detroit. ................ _ .... __ ..
East Saginaw .............. __ .. ..
Ionia . ___ ......... __ .... _. ____ ..
Marquette .......... _..... _.. __ _
Traverse City .. _... .. .. .. .. .. . . ..
Fort Des Moines ....... _. _. _.. _. _
1

Michigan .......

Iowa . . . . . . . . . . .

~~~tng~:d~l~S- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ : ~ ~ : ~- ~ ~ : : I

~~~:s~~~~ _·:: .' ·.·. ~: ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~: ~:: ~ ~: !
-- I

Wisconsin

$1,200
1,200
1, 200
:3, 000

~~; ~~g
5, 000
10,000
5, 000
10, 000
5, 000
10, 000
5, 000
10, 000
5, 000
5, 000
2, 000
2, 000
2. 000
000
2, 000
2, 000

2;

~: ~~g

~; g~g

$100
100
100
500 ~

~~g \

500 (
1, 000 ~
500 (
1, 000 ~
500 (
1, 000 5
500 (
1, 000 5
500 (
500 5
2001
200 1
200 ?
200 I
200)
2001

~~g >

2, 000
2, 000
2, 000
2, UOO
2, 000
6, 000
6, 000
11,000
G, 000
6, 000
2, 500
2, 500
2, 500

200 I
200 >
200 1
200 I
200)
1, 000)
500 I
200 ?
!)00 I

~~n~~~!t~~i~"- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~~~~~~. I

~: ~~~

2, 500
5, 000
5, 000
5, 000
5, 000
2, 500
2, 500
2, 500
2,000
2, 000
2, 000
2, 000
5, UOO
2, 000
:~, 000
3, 000

Total estimates ............ --~--206,'IOoGENERA.L LAND OFFICE, September

5

I

'25, 1865. ·

$1,300
1,:300
1,300

12,200
l6,GOO

16,500
16,500
16,500

1J' 000

11,000

~,i-'00

~~g ~

Falls of St. Croix __ ... _ ... __ . ____ '
i Stevens's Point ......... ~ __ ....
La Crosse ........... _. __ . _.. _...
Bayfield. .. .. . . .. ...... __ .. . .. . ..
I Eau Clau-e .. __ ....... _ ...... _..
California ...... _ San Francisco ......... __ .... __ ..
Marysville ... __ .......... __ .. _.. _
Humboldt_ .. __ ...... ..... __ ......
Stoekton .................... __ __
Visalia ___ ....... __ . _... _ . _. _ . __ .
Minnesota .... __ Taylor's Falls ............ ___ _ __ _
St. Cloud __ ........ ____ .... ___ ..
Winnebago City ........... _.. _.
Du Luth ........ __ .. ____ .. .. .. _
Ortogon ...... __ . Oregon City_ .... __ .. _... ____ .. _
Roseburg...... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Washing-ton Ter. Olympia .. _..... __ ..............
Vancouver .................. ____
Kansas ....... __ Topeka _____ .... _.. _ . __ .... __ ... ,
Humboldt .. -- ....... __ . ____ .... _
Junction City .. __ ... __ ... __ .. .. ..
NeLraska'l'er. .. OmahaCiry.....................
BrowiJSville .. ____ . __ .......... __
Nebraska City ......... __ .... __ ..
Dakota City - .... ---- .. .. .. .. .. ..
Nevautt. .... __ .. Carson City ..... -- ----.. .. .. .. ..
New Mexico Tor. Santa Fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Colorado Ter. __ . Denver City ..... __ ..............
Dakoh-. Territory. Vermillion --.... . .. . . .. . .. .. .. ..

Totals.

1:3, 2UU

:W,700

500)
200)
200 I
200 l

~~~ ~

16,200

200)
:~00 (

:wo 5

10,()0()

:300 (
:100 5
200 ~
200
200
200\
200 >
2UOJ
2UO
fiOO
300
:300
:300

10,600
8,100

~.~oo

;,, f>OO
2, :300
3, ~WO
3, 300

m:-:lco 2:25, fl~O
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Estimates of appropriat1_"onsfor the surveying department fm·

tl~e

fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
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For compPnsation of sm·vrym·s general anrl their cler!.s, in addition to the nnexpended balauces of fanner·
for the same objects.

~
---1-----

and act of March 3, 1857-11 Statutes, page 212, section L ........ _ .... _..................................... .
:For compensation of the clerks in the office of the sun-eyor general of Minnesota, per act of May 9, 1836-5
Statutes, page 26, section 1, and act of March 3, 1857- l l Statutes, page 212, section 1. ........................ ·I
For compemation of the surveyor general of the Territories of Dakota and Montana, per act of March 2, ll:l6l-l2
Statutes, page 244, section 17, and act of July 2, 1861---section 8, Laws 1863-'64, page 353 ......................
For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Dakota and Montana, per net of March 2,
1861-12 Statutes, page 244, sectionl7, and act of July 2, 1864-section 8, La"·s 1863-'64, page 353 .............. ;
l!'or compensation of the surveyor general of Kansas and Nel.Jraska, per act of July 22, 1854-10 Statutes, page 309, I
secrion 10 ............................................................................. _.................. - 1
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$2,000 00

$2,000 00

$2,000 00

2, 800 00

2, 800 00

6, 300 00

2, 000 00

2. 000 00

2, 000 00

fi, 300 00

fi, 300 00

2, 000 00

2, 000 00

fi, 300 00

4, 300 00

2, 000 00

2, 000 00
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appropr·iation.~

1. For compensation of the surveyor general of vVisconsin and Io-wa, pet· act of August 8, 1846-9 Statutes, page 7\J,
section 1 .................................................................................................. .
2. For compensation of the clerks in the oftice of the surveyor general of Wi~consin and Iowa, per act of August 8, ~

4.
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8. Fo{ ~~:3gn~~~~~~e~~ P.t~;ec~~~~~e~~i~~e ~offi_c_e_ ~~ _~~~ ~~-r-'~~)~~~ -~~~~1:~1- _o_f_ ~~~~~~~ _~~~ _~-e-l~t:t~s-1~~·- ~-e~·- ~- ~~ -~f- ~t~l?~ ~~: - ~·
0. For compensation of the surveyor general of Colorado, Utah, and Idaho, per act of l''ebruary 28, 1861-12
StatuteH, page 176. section 17, act of March 14, 1862-12 Statutes, page 369, section 4, and act of July 2, 1864~ection 8, Laws 1863-'64, page 353 .......................................................................... _,
10. For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Colorado, Utah, and Idaho, per act of I
February 28,1861-12 Statutes, page 176, ~ection 17, act of .l\Iareh 14,1862-12 Statutes, page 369, section 4, aud I
act of July 2, 1864-scctiou 8, LawB 1863-'64, page :353 ...................................................... ..
11. For compensation of the surveyor general of Mexico ancl Arizona, pPr act of July 22, 1854-10 Statute~, page 308, 1
section 1, and act of July 2, 1864-section 8, Laws 1863-'64, page 3;53 ........................................ .
12. }~or compensP.tion of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of New Mexico and Arizona, per act of July
2'2, 1854.:.....10 Statutes, page 308, section 1, ancl act of July 2, 1864-section 8, Laws 1863-'64, page 353 ........... .
13. For compensation of the surveyor general of California ancl N evacla, per act of l\Iay 30, 1862-12 Statutes, page 110,
sectiou 9, and act of March 2, 1865-Statutes 1864-'65, page 460 ............................................. .
14. For compen~ation of the clerks in the office of the survt'yor gellrrnl of California and Nevada, per act of March 3,
1!:!53-10 Statutes. page 245, Sf'Ction 2 ..... ........... .............................................. ....... .

21,000 00
3, 000 00

~00

4, 000 00
:3, 000 00

1, 750 00

fi, 300 00

~

2, 000 00

trl

$2,000 00

1 .............. ..

l, '?00 Oll

:3,000 00

15, 400 00

11,000 00

2, 000 00

tl, 300 00
:l. 000 00
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800 00
I ............. __ .

•• ~ - - •• - • - •• - - - I

3, 000 00
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3, 000 00

4, 800 00
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6, 300 00

00

3, 000 00
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6,

0

~

7, 000 00

~ ----······· ·- --- ,

4, 000 00
~.

000 00

4, 000 00
3, 000 00
12,350 00

0

~

1.'5. Por compen~ation of the ~urveyor general of Oregon, per act of May 30,1862-12 Statutes, page 410, section 9 .....
2, 500 00
2, 500 00
16. Por compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of Oregon, per act of September 27, 1850-9
Statutes, page 496, section 2 .................... .... .. _............... __ .......... _... ___ ..... _........ _.... .
6, 400 00
·1, 000 00 --------------· ·1I
17. Fo•· compe)1sation of the surveyor general of Wa~hington •.rerritory, per act of May 30, 1862-12 Statutes, page
I
410, section 9 ............ ~- ........................................... .. _..... __ .......... _..•.. _... __ ..... .
2, 500 00
2, 500 00
18. For compensation of the clerks in the office of the surveyor general of 'Nashington Territory, per act of March 3,
1855-10 Statutes, page 674, section 26 . ............................. ... .......... ... .............•........... ,
6,100 00 1
4 000 00 ~ - ............... '
'500 00 ............... - ~
19. For compensation of the recorder of land titles in Missouri, per act Jl.[arch 2, 1805-2 Statutes, page 326 ..........•........... ...... 1
20. For compensation of a translator in the office of the surveyor general of New Mexico and Arizona....... . . . . . . . . .
2, 000 00 1-...............
1, 929 00

2, 500 00
4, 000 00

2, 500 00
4, 000 00
500 00
2, 000 00

.. - .... -- .. -- .. -1_ _65, '0()()0_1 ---~'· 929--"'-- ....·......... .

district.~, in addition to the ~tnexpended~-------~-- -- - - - - - --------~ -----

For conting6:Lt expenses of the offices of the sm·vcym·s gcn eral of diffm·ent surveying
balances of fanner appropriations for the same objects.
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P:!
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0

~
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21. For rent of offiee for the surveyor general of the Territories of Dakota and Montana, fuel, books, stationery, and
other incidental expensEs, per act of March 2, 1861-12 Statutes, page 244, section 17 .........•.................
22. For rent of office for the surveyor general of Kansas and Nebraska, tuel, books, stationery, and other incidental
expenses, per act of July 22, 1854-10 Statutes, page :no, section 10 .......................•....................
23. For rent of office for the ~urveyor general of the 'l'erritories of Colorado, Utah, and Idaho, fuel, books, stationery,
and other incidental expenses, per act of February 28, 1861-12 Statutes, page 176, section 17 .................. .
24. For rent of office for the surveyor general of New Mexico and Arizvna, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental
expenses, per act of July 22, 1854-10 Statutes, page 308, section 1. ........................................... .
25. For rent of office for the surveyor general of California and Nevada, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental
expenses, per act of March 3, 1853-9 Statutes, page 245, section 2 .......................•.....................
26. For rent of office for the surveyor general of Oregon, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental expenses, per act
September 27, 1850-9 Statutes, page 496, sec.tion 2 ..................... _.................................... .
27. For rent of office for the surveyor general of vVashington Territory, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental
expenses ............................................................................................ _..... .

___ ___ ____

600 00

,_;;

2, 000 00

2, 000 00

400 00

4, 000 00

2, 000 00

1, 400 00

1, 500 00

t::j

2, 600 00

1, 500 00

900 00

1, 000 00

Ul

3, 800 00

----------·---

pj

], 500 00

6, 000 00

1, 200 00

···-------------

6, 000 00

5, 000 00

1, 800 00

1, 000 00

2, 500 00

2, 000 00

1, 000 00

700 00
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1, 000 00
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EXPLANA'l'ION OF THE FOREGOING ESTIMATES.
12. No estimate is submitted for the reason that existing balances of former appropriations will be sufficient for that purpose.
20 and 24. No estimate is submitted for the reason that existing balances of former appropriations will be sufficient for that purpose.
21, 22, 23, 26, and 27. The organic acts of the respective districts provide $1,000. The amount having proved insufficient, special estimates have been submitted from yPar to year, and
appropriations made accordingly.
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GEN.ERAL LAND OFFICE, Septembm· 30, 1865.
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Estimates qf appropriations requi1·ed for survey1'ng tlze public lands f01· the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
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1. For surveying the public Jano s in 1\linne~ota, at rates not exceeding $10 per lineal mile for ~taudard lines, $7 for
town~hip, and $6 for St>Ction lineH .... ......... ........................... . ................ ....... ........... .
$20, 000 00
$20,000 00
2. For ~urveying- the public land~ in Dakota Territory, at rates not exceeding $10 per mile for standard lines, $7 for
township, and $6 for 8('Ction lineR .......................................................................... .
15, 000 00
30, 000 00
:3. For surveying the public lands in Montana 'l'erritory, at rates not exceeding $20 per lineal mile for standard lines,
$12 for township, anrl $10 for section lines .................................................................. ..
25, 000 00
20,000 00
4. For surveying the public landH in Nebraska T erritory, at rates not exceeding$10 per lineal mile for standard line~,
104, 520 00 I
20,000 00
6 for township, anrl $5 for section lin es ................................... ---- .. --- ..... --- ............... ---5. For ~urveying the public lands in Kansas, at rates not exceeding $10 per lineal mile for standard lines, $6 for town103, 052 00
20, 000 00
ship. and $5 for seetion lines ............................................. --- -.-- .. - ..................... --.6. F01· mrveying the public lands in Colorado 'l'erritory, at rates not exceeding $10 p er lincalmilo for standard lines,
44, 640 00
20,000 00 ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
$8 for township, and $7 for section lines .................................. -- .. ---.- .............. . ........ ---.
I
7. For surveying the public landH in Nevada, at rates not exceeding $15 per lineal mile for standard lines, $12 for
2;), 000 00 !..... .. ......... .............. .
towmhip, and $10 for section lines.................... . ......................................................
40, 000 00
8. For Ruryeyiug the public lauds iu Ioaho Territory, at rates not exceeding $15 per lineal milo for standard lines, $12
$10, ooo oo ..... _....... ..
10,000 00
for township, and $10 for section lin es . ...... - ................... .. ....... -- .. --- .... ... .................. ---- . --------- ·----\J. For surveying the public lands in New l\Iexico, at rates not exceeding $13 per lin eal mile for standard lines, $11 for
•
7 500 00
10 703 00
J 0. F~~~~-~~~;t;;~h$: £~~[i~c;~~d~i~~~A;i~~~-~.-~t- ;.~j~~ ·~;~t ~;~~~di;;g .$i5. iJ~~-. ii~;;~l- ~;;il~- f~r: ;t~;;cl;~r:ci. ii~·e·s: $i2. f~;..
........... - ~
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town~hip, anrl $10 for section lines . ................ . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . ... .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. ..
10,000 00
............... '
14,500 00 ···· · ··--· ····
11. For surveying the public lands in California, at rates not exceeding $15 per lineal mile for standard lines, $12 for
township. and $10 for section lines...........................................................................
60,000 00
25,000 00 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12. For survt>ying the public lands in Oreg·on, at rates not exceeding $15 per lineal mtle for standard lines, $12 for
township, and $10 for section lines .......................................................... _..............
45, 150 00
15, 000 00 .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. ........... .
]3. Fo~· suryeyit~g the pub~ic lands in Wa•hingto~ Territory, at rates not exceeding $15 per lineal mile for standard
.
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For snrve):'tng- Indmn a~d other resm:vations ~mder tre~ty ~tipulatio~s, at not ex_ceeding $15 per mile for out·
bonndarH~R, $10 per mtle for townslup, and *8 for sechon ltnes. Tht~ duty havwg been trau~ferred from the
Office of Indian Aif,lir~. by net of April 8, 1864, to the General Laud Office, and although estimated for by this
branch of the seryicP, is not a liability of tbe land administration, but of the Inc1ian service .... .... .... . .............. . ........ .
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J 6. For the survey _of t~e forty-second p~rallel of no!·th latitude, ~o fa~ as it~ constlt?tes the boundary between the
States of Califorma and OrPgon, estimated 220 m1les, at not exceedmg $6;> per nule ............................ 1....... . ... . .... .
17. For surveying the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude, so far as it constitutes the northern boundary of the 1
•rerritory of New Mexico, estimated 320 miles, at not exceeding $60 per mile ................................................. .

I

~~~~~

15,000 00

,.... ... ........ .

19, ooo

1--·· .......... -· 1·-·· ......... _

oo

339,000 00

1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1=~=
~

EXPLANATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTIMATES.

M

1. The $20, 000 herein estimated is to be applied to the survey of pine lands and other public lands required for immerliate settlement.
2. The $15,000 is estirnatecl for the exten~ion of the lines of public surveys to Pembina settlement, on the Red river of the North; along the Big Sioux river and Missouri river, weRt
of the Yancton reserve; and such other localities as shall be required for actual settlement.
3. $25, 000 is estimated for the survey of public lands already settled upon, and likPly to be required for agricultural pnrposes, in the vicinity of mining regions.
4 $'~O OOO } is estimated tor the survey of public lands along the Republican am! Platte rivers. 'l'he surveys are chiefly necessitated by the obligations on the part of the govern~·
along the line of the Pacific railroad, preparatory to the al otment of lands to that improvement, the prngn~sH of which h; stimulated by the vast mineral discov000 ment
;.>.
'
eries in the territories traversed by its contemplated line; alRO on Arkamas river and Smoky Hill fork, along the overland mail and express route.
6. $20,000 i~ estimated for the survey of public lands on the South fork of the Platte river; in the Middle and South Parks on the hBadwaters of th e l:iouth Platte and Green riverR;
ana on tho~e of the Rio Grande already occupied, or likely to be required for settlement.
'7. $25,000 is estimated for the survey of public lands on the Truckee river. (For explanation of No. 7, see those numbered 4 anrl 5.)
8. $10,000 only is submitted for ~urv ... ys in Idaho 'l'enitory, there existing $10,000 of former appropriatinn, which will be adequate for the service.
9. No estimate is ~ubmitted for the exten~ion of the lines of public surveys in :-I ew Mexico, there existing an unexpended balance of former appropriations, $10,703, which may be use(l
in case any surveys will be required in addition to those already made, embracing lands not yet disposed of.
10. No eHtimate is submitted for the extension of the lines of public ~urveys in Arizona, there exi,ting an unexpended balance of former appropriations, $14,500, which is deemed
~nfficient. for the establi~hment of standard lands on Rio Gila, Santa Cruz, Salinas, San Francisco, and vVilliams rivers.
n. $25,000 is estimated for the surveys along the Pacific railroad and other localities where actual settlt>ments require the stuvPys.
12. $15,000 is estimated for the surveys in the eastern and southeastern portions of Oregon, where a large increase of population, induced by the rich mineral discoverie~, requires additional surveys.
13. $10.000 is estimated for the surveyi east and west of the Cascade mountains in 'Vashington Territory, on the Columbia riYer, and on the Admiralty inlet; also on Shoal water bay,
and other places actually required for Het.tlei:neut.
J4. No estimate is submitted for surveys in Utah Territory, as it is deemed that none will be required during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1807.
15. $100,000 is estimat<'d to meet the requirements contemplated by the 6th section of the act of Congress approved AprilS, 1864-U. S. Law~ 1863-'64, page 41-there existing sundry
Indian and other reservations which may be required to be surveyed, in order to close the lines of the public surveys thereon. Such portion of this sum as may be foHnd indi~pen~able to
me in necessary office-work in any of the States and 'l'erritories it is .proposed so to apply; and, unless otherwise ordered by law, the appropriation will be so understood and dealt with
by the depnrtment.
16. $15,000 is estimated to establish the northern boundary of the State of California, so as to enable the surveyors general of California and Oregon to close the linesofpublicsurveys
on the boundary, and fix the respective jurisdictions of those States.
17. $19.000 is estimated for surveying the northern boundary of New Mexico, so as to ascertain whethPr the adjudication of the claims under treaty of Guadalupe HidAlgo, situated on
the upper waters of the Rio Grande, belong to t.he surveyor general of New Mexico or that of Colorado, the latter Territory having formed portion of the present New Mexico.

0

REMARKS.-By the act of CongTess approved May 30, 1862, the power of fixing the rates per mile for surveys is expressly delegated to the Commis~ioner, but in "no case to exceed
the maximum established by law." It is hence his duty to reduce the rates under maximum stipulated in the estimateR, according as circumstances may~ !low, and therefore the maximum
in said estimates are by no means to be considered H~ the controlling rates.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 01.<~ THE INTERIOR.

No 11 A.
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Dubuque, Septernbe1· l, 1865.
SIR : I have the honor to report the surveying operations in this district
since the first of Octo her last.
SURVEYS.

At the date of my last annnal report all surveying out of appropriations
prior to the one made by act of July 2, 1864, had been closed both in the field
and office.
rrhe design of the appropriation of $40,000, made by the act above referred
to, was to close the surveys in the State of Wi5consin. In ordinary times the
appropriation was abundant for the speedy accomplishment of that design ;
but your instructions for the execution of the work reached me when the national currency was below fifty cents to the dollar, and when laborers suited to
the wants of the surveying service were extremely scarce. The work to
be executed was the most expensive in the dis trict. Your instructions had
ever necessarily left to the discretion of the surveyor general the designation
of the localities to be surveyed, and my predecessors had carefully avoided the
tracts covered by the more impassable windfalls and swamps and which were
furthest from facilities of transportati,m. The price per mile fixed by you was
the lowest at which similar, but better, work had ever been executed, and
lower than the price at which much of the work in vVisconsin had been let.
It was, in truth, about $2 per mile for subdividing and $2 40 per mile for
township lines, in gold, when for the former $5 2.5 per mile, and for thB latter
$10 in gold had, during a long period, been paid. None but experienced surveyors-experienced as well in transporting supplies and equipage upon men's
backs as in surveying-,vere suited to the character of this work. If undertaker:t by others they would necessarily fail, and while injuring the service,
would ever feel and say that they had been injured by it.
Upon the receipt of your instructions, on the 1st of August, 1864, I immediately sought out the deputies, both in vVisconsin and Iowa, who had had the
experience that warranted me in assigning them this work. Between the whole
number of those who would accept I divided the work as nearly equally as
possible, having in view the difficulties to be overcome. Some of those who at
first accepted work, upon a further investigation declined either to execute their
contracts or to take the field even after entering into contract, and others had,
with much difficulty, to be selected in their stead.
The work was at first divided into ten districts, but at the request of six of
the deputies their six districts were consolidated in to three, each of these consolidated districts being let to two deputies, thus making in the end but seven
districts-five of them exclusively subdivisional, one of both town lines and
subdividing, and the other of town lines exclusively.
The work was all assigned, and all but two of the contracts forwarded to and
approved by you in time to enable the deputies to enter the field and make
more or less progress with their work br.forc the setting in of winter . . One of
the districts above named (under the nunc pro tunc contract of Deputy Anderson) was completed prior to my last annual report, and is the subject of schedule D, attached thereto, but is repeated in schedule A of this report, that all
the contracts assigned out of the appropriation of July 2, 1864, may appear
together. Of the six districts remaining, advance returns from each have been
received; three are completed in the field, two more will be completed the
present month, and the last one will have been finished and returned before the
close of the present surveying season.
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'rhe difficulties of the work, added to the continued depreciation of legal
tenders and the rapidly increasing price of both labor and supplies, made it
certain, at the period of suspending field operations last fall, that few if any of
the deputies would realize anything for their personal services, and that some
of them would lose money in addition to the loss of time and services. They,
therefore, severally made statements in writing showing their compensation for
work ex:ecuted and the expenses attending its execution, and asked me, as an
act of justice, to aid them in procuring· an increased compensation per mile for
so much of their work as remained to be performed. In my letter of the 23d
of December last I laid the subject before you and requested you to recommend to Congress such an appropriation as would enable me (after taking a
release of the residue of their work) to enter into new contracts at an enhanced
rate per mile. Your answer, while denying my request on the ground of the
dangerous nature of the precedent it would establish if complied with, appealed
to the patriotism of the deputies. This appeal was listened to, and one and al1
resolved to prosecute their work to completion fnr the compensation at first
agreed upon. 'l'he complete triumph of our arms at the threshold of the
prese nt surveying season brought relief, and will save the deputies from serious
loss.
'rh e appropriation is ample for the completion of all the surveying in the
district.
OFFICE-WORK.

Within the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, the subdivisional surveys made
a nd returned amounted to two thousand one hundred and thirty-five miles,
equalling six hundred and fifty-four thousand five hundred and thirty-eight
acres. as is more particularly shown by schedule B, hereto attached.
Witltin the eleven months embraced by this report, the field-notes of the
subdivision of thirty-five townships have been carefully examined, and, after
the necessary explanations and corrections, approved. From these field-notes
original maps of each of said townships have been constructed and a copy of
each thereof made for and transmitted to your office.
-Within the same period the field-notes of the thirty-five townships above
named have been transcribed, the transcripts carefully compared with the
original, certified, and forwarded to your office.
Within the same time copies of the original plats of the subdivision of twenty-two townships have been furnished to registers.
Lists descriptive of the land and all the corners in seventy-two townships
have, within the same period, been sent to registers by mail.
The correspondence increases with every year that the office is continued.
A s the settlements multiply, the original surveys are retraced by local surveyors, and instruction in the discharge of this labor constantly asked and always
promptly given. After many years of cultivation and improvement the monuments by which the corners were originally evidenced disappear, and questions
as to the manner of re·cstablishing these lost monuments are almost constantly
referred to this office, and are ever carefully considered and the requisite instructions given.
Since the removal of the local land office from Dubuque, the letters and inquiries in reference to patents come into my hand s, and the inquirers are always
furnished with th e desired information.
As the swamp-l<tnd agents in the several counties change, and are informed
that the selections arc lying in this office uncertified, they write to know why
my' certificate is witl1held. The most satisfactory answer is to furnish them
with a copy of the proof attached to the list and a copy of that required by
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your office. It is laborious to do so, but is conclusive and prevents a repetition
of inquiries by the same agent.
The current writing, such as draughting of Rnrveying contracts and bonds
in quadruplicate, of special instruction to deputy surveyors, and the preparation
of diagrams and tables of corners for their use in the field, the correspondence
with deputies while upon their work, answering numerous applications for the
survey of islands at the expense of the applicant, has been quite as voluminous
as ever heretofore.
ES'l'Il\TATE FOR APPROPRIATION FOR THE FISCAL YBAH ENDING

30TH

JCNE,

1867.

The apportionment for the year ending 30th of June next, to be applied to
sa1ary of clerks, has been divided into five several salaries. vVith the force
thus provided for I hope to be able to complete the mapping, transcribing and
preparation of the descriptive lists by the close of the present fiscal year. The
work above referred to consists of the inspection of the returns of a district of
township lines, and of the subdivision of fifty-eight townships; the testing of
some fifteen hundred miles of traverse lines; the construction of fifty-eight
original maps of the most involved and difficult nature; the copying of fiftyeight maps for your office ; the maldng of seventy-two register's plats; the
preparation of lists descriptive of the land and corners in seventy-six townships. In addition to this work the promiscuous business of the office, consisting of correspondence with your office, with swamp land officers and agents,
with county surveyors and others, relative to lost corners and the proper method
of subdividing sections, with applicants for the survey of islands, dried-up
lakes, accretions and small tracts adjoining navigable waters, represented to
have been omitted by the original survey, and th6 recording of this correspondence, will require an amount of labor equivalent to the services of at least one
experienced clerk.
An increase in the current amount of any branch of labor above enumerated,
the sickness of a clerk or other accident, will render it impossible to complete
the work within the year with t.he force at my disposal.
For the fiscal year ending 30th June, 18G7, I have estimated for the salary
of the surveyor general and two clerks, as will be seen by schedule D, hereto
attached. rrhe active services of this force will be required a large part of the
year, and perhaps the whole year, in completing the work left unfinished at the
close of the present year, in perfecting and indexing records, binding the original field-notes into volumes, separating such of the records as pertain to the
two States jointly, by transcribing them into separate volumes. preparing descriptive catalogues of the records and papers for both the States of Wisconsin
and Iowa, and otherwise preparing the voluminous records of the office for
tran"~mission under the act of Congress approved 12th Jnne, 1840, and making
a final report to your office.
SALARY AND

DISBURSEME~T

ACCOUNTS .

The apportionment to the office for 1he fiscal year ending t1Je 30th of June la~t
was, for salaries $7,621, and for incidental expenses $2,000. Of the former,
the sum of $6,789 67 was absorbed, leaving an unexpended balance of $831 33.
Of the latter, the sum of $1,303 18 was expended, leaving a balance of $G96 82,
as will more fully appear by schedule C, hereto attached.
CHARACTER OF THE UNSOLD LANUS.

By your circular letter of the 11th May last, I am directed to embrace in
tl1is report a description of the character and advantages of the parts of the
district to ' 11ich the government t;tle bas not been divested. Iu complying
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with your direetion in this regard, I have spared no effort to make the description as detailed and perfect as possible. My sources of information for Wisconsin have been limited, and I am unable to make this description either as
comprehensive or minute as I had desired to make it, while, in lowa, my information is such as enables me to present a more complete and thoroughly reliable
statement upon the subject.
IN WISCONSIN.

The unsold government land s are nearly all in the north half of the State,
and greatly exceed in qnantit.y those of Iowa, and differ from them in being
densely timbered, and the soil generally less adapted to agriculture. This large
ex tent of valuable timber, considered in its relations to the prairie regions of the
neighboring States, has already become a great element of public wealth.
vVithout railroads across the prairies, and without this accessible lumber region,
Illinois, :Minnesota, Iowa and southern Wisconsin could never have attained to
anything like their present population and prosperity. r:rhe vast lumber trade
of Wisconsin, in its relation to tllfl market cities on Lake Michigan, and upon.
the :Mississippi river, is but a small item compared with the benefit that trade
confers on t.hc agricultural interest and general prosperity of the thinly timbered
States bordering that river.
That portion of northern Wisconsin north of the centre of the State, drained
by the Wisconsin river and its tributaries, is about seven thousand square miles,
and is mostly in Marathon county. Only the northwestern part of this county
is in the limited area in Wisconsin that is drained northward into Lake Superior.
The v1lley of the Upper Wisconsin, considered as a whole, is poorly adapted
to agriculture, its arability diminishing as the river is ascended. Tho lower
part of the valley, in this county, contains less pine land and more hard timber,
fewer marshes and lakes, and, like most of the north half of the State, is heavily
timbered and well watered. There are few localities in this county suitable for
agricultural settlements, but more that are better adapted to stock raising. The
lakes in the northern part are several hundred in number, and from a few acrea
to many square miles in extent. The marshes and swamps are still more numerous. ·A part of the land between the lakes and marshes is but slightly elevated above them, and other portions of it consist of timbered ridges, with
almost universally sandy soil, and with no exposures of rock. The surface is
rolling, but not hilly, and the streams are rapid. Viewed from the higher elevations, the country appears to be level. The timber on the banks of the
streams and lakes is generally white pine, of large size, good quality, and great
quantity per acre. Yell ow pine, of good quality, grows on the intervening
ridges, while some of the level lands have dense forests of sugar maple, some
birch, basswood and elm, and less of other kinds of trees. The south part contains many burr-oak openings. The lakes in the northern part are frequently
arranged in chains linked by outlets and inlets of sufficient capacity to float the
logs to larger streams, and to the mills, for the manufacture of the immense
quantities of lumber that will constitute the chief product of value in this region. A canoe can pass without impediment, except a few short portages, from
Rice lake, on Wolf river, in Oconto county, by way of the series of Eagle
lakes and Eagle river, and by other lakes, westward, to the '\Visconsin river, a
direct distance of thirty miles, and by ascending western tributaries of that
river can pass to other lakes on their headwaters to those of the branches of
the ChippP-wa, and descend to the latter river a hundred miles in direct line
from the starting point. Interspersed among these lakes are numerous swamps,
bearing large quantities of tamarack, white cedar, spruce and balsam-fir. Many
shallow lakes with mud bottoms, some of them within large marshes, are filled
with wild rice. A large part of the once heavy timber around Lake Flambeau
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on the reservation of about three townships in area, belonging to the Flambeau
baud of the Chippewa Indians, hns been burned off by the fires which the Indians or other persons have permitted to run through the forests. 'rhis destruction of timber occurs in some other localities where the lum\Jer trespassers upon
the unsold lands have, by this cause, destroyed quite aR much valuable timber
as they have removed. In the northwest part of this county, over a space of
about five hundred square miles, there are large forests of hemlock interspersed
with smaller forests of pine, of a good quality. Most of the lakes in this and
other counties abound in good fi1:h, and in the Flambeau lakes there are also
white fish of the kind and size found in the great lakes. Large portions are
alternately densely and thinly covered with boulders of variable size. In some
places where the thin vegetable mould has been burned off, in a dry season, the
surface appears covered with small rounded boulders. A large number of th e
lakes, like most of those throughout northern Wisconsin, are surrounded by a
shore-wall of boulders, crowded against the earth-bank by the action of the ice.
Many of the marshes and swamps in this region rest upon boulders, blocks and
points of granite, at a slight depth below the surface. 'rhe native grasses of the
natural meadows in those localities adapted to settlement are of a good quality
for pasturage and hay. 'rhese grasses are especially so in the valley of Tomahawk river, in the northwest part of the county. But frequ ently among the
open timber, on the higher lands, there is but little grass. In wet seasJns tlw
proportion of water-surface over the low lan:ls is greatly increased. The streams
in the north part of the county have low banks and muddy bottoms ; a majority
of the swamps are annually inundated; there are but few grass marshes, but
more with moss and cranberry; some very soft marshes, and some floating bogs.
In many of the openings where grass would be expected, huckleberry and
sweet fern grow instead. The principal value of the country described consists in the immense amount of evergreen timber which can be floated from
almost every township to the Wisconsin river, and to other points of lumber ·
manufacture on the Mississippi. This lumber, and that of nearly equal amoun t
from several other Wisconsin rivers, supply thE: towns, settlements and farm s
that are being rapidly built and extended on the prairies in the States bordered
by the Mississippi river. '".rhere is but one road leading northward through the
interior of this county, and that is along the Wisconsin river. The road passes
through some German settlements rrcently located near the mouth of Rib river.
The large county of Oconto, next in size to Marathon, and adjoining it on
the east, extends to Green Bay. 'rhe land is mostly unsold, except in the
southeastern quarter. 'rhe northern and western parts are mostly a level and
lake country, like northern Marathon. It has less white pine, the timber being
principally birch, spruce, and hemlock. The northeae.tern part is more variabl e
in character and bas less white pine. The soil of the north half is of little
value for agriculture, being mostly sand. The timber from the northwestern
township can, at a full stage of water, be taken by the chain of Eagle lakes to
the Wisconsin river. In the south part the soil is much better. A road for the
use of teams in winter and to drive cattle upon in summer has been cut out
from Shawanaw, in Shawanaw county, passing through the western part of
Oconto by way of Rice and Pine lakes to the head of Eagle lakes, and thence
by Twin lakes and Lake View desert to Ontonagon river, and down its Yalley
to Lake Superior. Around and near Eagle lakes and river the "loggers" have
trespassed extensively on the unsold timber lands, and much timber has also
been destroyed by fires. It is said that not less than two hundred men wer('
engaged last winter in such trespasses at Eagle lakrr, and on Eau Claire and
other rivers in this county and Marathon.
Chippewa county is the third largest county in vVisconsin. ':Che northern
part resembles in its general features the northern part of Marathon, but the
agricultural laucl is of a better quality and the white-pine forests are more
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extensive. In the south part the streams are more rapid, with higher banks
and often with rocky bottom. On Chippewa river sandstone bluffd appear at
and below Chippewa f~tlls. There are fewer lakes and marshes than in Marathon and Oconto counties, and the low lands throughout the county are less
subject to inundation. Pine timber is fonnd in every part, but the best quality
and greatest quantity, for limited areas, are near the Chippewa river. Nearly
all the streams are sufficiently large to float logs to the mills upon the Chippewa,.
from whence the lumber can be rafted to the markets on the Mississippi. Large
quantities of pine timber of the best quality exists on the unsold lands in this
county. It is believed, however, that one-third to one-half of the best pine
timber has been cut off by trespassers wherever it was most accessible. 'l'here
are but few lakes in this county, and those moi'tly in the northern part. There
are but few road s, except in the south part, near Chippewa river, and these are
cut through the forests merely for lumbering purposes.
Ashland county, the fourth in size, is directly north of Chippewa and extends
to Lake Superior. It has an area of about 2,200 square miles. From the central townships the water flows northward and eastward to Lake Superior, southward to Chippewa river, and westward toward St. Croix river. Most of the
lakes, marshes, swamps, streams, drift-ridges, and sandy lands, resemble those in
the north part of Marathon ; a large proportion of the dry land, however, in thesouth part, is a district of pine barrens of little value for agriculture, and extending westward into Burnett and Douglas counties. There are scattering groves
of good white pine in the eastern part, and in the northern part there are dense
forests of hard timber, especially of sugar maple. The streams in the northeast
part have good grass valleys, and are sluggish till they approach Lake Superior,
when they descend rapidly and with occasional falls. Some of the lakes in the
southwest part have no outlets, and the largest one of that class contains white
fish: 'rhe ''Iron Ridge" commences near the centre of this county and extends
northeasterly into Ontonagon county, Michig·an. It is a ridge often a fourth of
a mile wide, and in some places is two hundred feet high, and contains an immense amount of iron ore of the best quality.
Douglas county is in the extreme northwest corner of the State and south of
Lake Superior. :E'r0m the central townships the rivers flow northward to the
lake, and south and west to St. Croix river. This county is variable in surface and timber; not many lakes, but some marshes and many swamps bearing·
tamarack and white cedar, and has more hard timber in the northern part. 'l'he·
pine timber in the southwestern part can be readily conveyed down the St.
Croix river.
Bumett county, one of the western tier, is upon the St. Croix river, an important stream in reference to the lumber trade. In the western part there issome sandy, barren, and bluffy land; in the central portion a lake and marsh
district; in the northern part more valuable timber; and in the eastern part
many pine barrens of little value. There are good facilitie3 for transporting
logs and lumber from the north and west portions of this county.
Dallas county is almost wholly drained by branches of the Menomonee (or
Red Cedar) river, flowing south toward the Chippewa. 'l,here are a few lakes
in the northern part; some of them have no outlets, others are connected and
form the heads of streams. There is considerable good pine timber in the
southem part, which can be floated to the mills on the Menomonee and Chippewa
rivers. 'l'here arc a few marsh8s and tamarack swamps, mostly near the smaller
streams. Some sugar maple and other kinds of timber common to northern
Wisconsin are also found in this county. The soil, like that of most of the
counties enumerated, is considered, as a whole, second rate.
Polk county is between Dallas and the St. Croix river; has some broken land
near that river, a number of lakes in the central part, and a number of very
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crooked streams in the northern and southern portions. In other respects it
does not differ much from Dallas county.
Dunn county, next to the smallest county enumerated, has less than nine
hunch·ed square milrs, and is in the second tier east of the St. Croix river. r.rhe
Menomonee river flows through it centrally, southward, and enters the Chippewa near its south boundary. 'l,here is a large amount of good pine timber on
the unsl>ld lands, and facilities for tran~porting it to market. r.rhe soil is sandy,
and is considered of little value.
Eau Claire county has only six hundred and forty-eight square miles, and i3
considerably settled on the Chippewa river, which passes through the northwestern townships, and also upon Eau Claire river, which rnns from the east
through the county. 'l'here is still some unsold land in this county of a good
qualit.y. It is upon the southern limit of the pine region, and has saw-mills and
facilities for the lumber trade.
Clark county has an area of 1,500 square miles, is situated south of a portion
of Chippewa, and ie partly drained by Black river, which passes southwardly
the whole length of the county. Half of the western part is drained by large
branches of Ean Claire river, which, like Black river, afford facilities for conveying logs to the saw-mills and lumber markets. There are some settlements
in the southern townships. 'l'hern are no lakes in this county, but large quantities of pine timber in the central and northern portions. The soil of the
southern part is like that of Eau Claire county, and that of the northern is more
sandy, like the neighboring portions of Chippewa and Marathon.
'l,he counties above enumerated comprise, in area, about one-third of the State,
and, as a district, will for a long time constitute the lumber-yard for the cities,
towns, and settlements in the northwestern States and Territories.
IN IOWA.

The quantity of unf'old government land in the State of Iowa is estimated to
be about 4,500,000 acres, and is nearly all in the northwest quarter of the State,
and included in parts of about twenty counties, mostly within a space of eightyfour miles from north to south, about one hundred and twenty-five miles from
·e ast to west, and principally west of the Des Moines river.
In the Fort Dodge land district the best of the unsold lands are in the counebstcr, Humboldt, Kossuth, Emmett, Palo Alto, Pocahor1tas, and
ties of
Calhoun. The western tier of townships, in the four last counties named, are
in the Sioux City land district. The Des Moines river passes through .E mmett,
Palo Alto, Pocahontas, Humboldt, and Webster counties, and its east fork
passes through Ko::.sutb, and enters the main river in Humboldt. rrhe valley
-of tl1e Des .Moines contains land equal to any in the State. In the upper part
of this valley the lands are equally well adapte~, as a body, to grain or stockraising. The country north of Webster county is but thinly settled, though the
eounties are orr anized and mail routes and post offices have been established.
~Iany of the fine agricultural land::'! on the roads and near the river, or within
three miles of it, are still unsold. Over half of the 700,000 acres in this land
district are within ten miles of saw-mills, post offices, and stage roads; over
50,000 acres arc within five miles of these advantages; and over 25,000 acres
are in their immediate vicinity. Among the vacant lands of this district are the
best grass la11d::'l in the northwest. Some of the valuable native grasses are two
species of red-top and the blue-joint, yielding two to three tons of hay per acre.
If cut at the proper time, these and some other kinJs that grow only sparsely
east of the 1\lissi~sippi are nearly as nutritious as the cultivated grasses. These
grass lands are rich natural meadows, and are so interspersed that some occur
on almost every section, and there is rarely a quarter section that has not some
land equally well adapted to grain and fruit-raising. In this well-watered dis-
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trict, large bodies of first-rate vacant land, enough for a neighborhood of settlers
in many localities, can be found upon or near a stream. Other localities have
springs or ponds of permanent water. In Kossuth, Emmett, Palo Alto, and
Pocahontas counties are some beautiful lake::;, some of them partly surrounded
by timber, and abounding in fish. 'l'hese lakes are enclosed by fine grass and
grain lands. The soil of this district is deeper and richer than in the more
noted and longer-settled portions of the west. The sub-soil, at a depth of two
to five and ten feet, is clay. Water is found over the whole district at an
average depth of fifteen feet. Wells are seldom over twenty-five feet deep, except on the bluffd near the rivers.
'l'he unsold lands, offering the best advantages at present for settlement, are
those near the Des Moines river and its east fork, and others near the changed
line of the Dubuque and Sioux City railroad, in the southwest part of the district. There are good vacant lands within five miles of the county seats, i~
several counties in each of these land districts. The facilities for reaching the
lands in the Fort Dodge district have been greatly improved within the past
year. The Dubuque and Sioux City railroad has been extended thirty miles
furtl1er west, and its present terminus is within sixty miles of Fort Dodge.
'l'his land grant road is under contract to that point, where it will intersect
another land grant road-the Keokuk, Fort Des l\{oines, and ~Iinnesota-which
will be extended up the Des .Moines valley to the State line, and will meet a
land grant road in Minnesota. The title of the companiP.s to the valuable land
traversed by these roads depends on the construction of the roads, and, considering the resources and rapid settlement of the country. the roads will, without
doubt, be built at an early day. Most of the land in the counties named is timberless prairie, varying from nearly level to gently rolling, but more undulating
along the rivers and prairie streams. Extensive deposits of coal, sandstone,
limestone, and gypsum occur in Webster county, in the vicinity of Fort Dodge.
Limestone is also found in Humboldt and Pocahontas counties. The climate of
this district is more ilry than in Wisconsin, or in the eastern part of Iowa, yet
on account of the d{'pth and fertility of the soil crops do not suffer from drought.
The 8ioux City land district is mostly upon the "Missouri slope," and is
distinguished for fertile soil, absence uf sloughs, marshes, and boulders, abundance of living springs and numerous streams, easy tillage, and wide ri \'er
valleys. Compared with the :Fort Dodge district, it has larger bodies of exclusively grain land, a more friable soil, deeper channels of the streams and rivers,
a dryer climate, and generally a peculiar adaptation to both grain and stockraising. '!'here is some timber along the rivers, except near their sources, and
groves, also, on some of the smaller streams and in the ravines in the lower
portion of the river valleys. '.rhe amount of unsold land in this district is
nearly 4,000,000 acres. 'The lands most eligible for settlement, on account of
roads and market, are in the counties of Sac, Ida, Woodbury, Plymouth, and
Sioux, ret'pectively, on Uoon, l\laple, Little Sioux, Floyd, and Big Sioux rivers.
The counties of Buena Vista, Clay, Cherokee, O'Brien, Osceola, and Lyon
contain more unsold land, and have equal advantages as to fertility of soil, but
with less timber, and are more sparsely settled. Dickinson county is nearer
the Des Moines river, and partakes more of the character of the Port Dodge
"district. All the rivers named, including also the west fork of the L:ttle Sioux,
have very rich bottom lands of a beautifnl appearance; but as these rivers approach tile Missouri the bluffi'l are more steep, and the Lmd, for several miles
on each side of the river valleys, is more broken. .Most of the intervening·
prairies are beautifully undulating, perfectly drained, with nothing to impede a
wagon or a plough. In the eastern part of this district the counties of Sac,
Buena Vista, and Clay, and esp2cially Dickinson, have a few wet marshes and
many natural meadows; but scarcely any are found in the other eight counties, drained entirely towards the Missouri, except skirting the rivers. There
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i8 probably no coal or other valuable minerals in the Sioux City district.

Sand8tone and limestone of the carboniferous era occur at Sioux City, and limestone further north, on the Big Sioux river. In the interior of the district the
deeply-cut river valleys, over a hundred feet below the prairie level, have not
yet reached the first stratum of rock. Some boulders and gravel, of the kind
' een occasionally on the Mississippi slope, are found ten to thirty feet below the
::mrface, but are exposed only occasionally on the face of the river bluffs. The
soil is a fine loam, containing considerable lime, and hence well adapted to
wheat. So great is the amount of lime diffused uniformly through it, that
everywhere on the Missouri slope the plough and the burrowing animals throw
up small pebbly concretions, which slowly dissolve under the action of the rain
and air. The surface deposit, deepening on approaching the Missouri, is a
highly productive soil, is easily worked by the spade or plough, yet has a remarkable exemption from washing by rains. r.rhe almost perpendicular bluff8
of the Missouri and of the lower part of' the rivers in this district, without a
pebble or rock in two hundred feet of depth, absorb rain like a dry brick, and
hence there are neither land-slides on the steep hill-sides, nor any injurious
washing of the less inclined but easily cultivated slopes.
Over this mostly timberless region there is no property in the soil that prevents the growth of forest trees. The annual prairie fires, more than all other
causes, prevent the growth of timber. In some counties, especially Ida, Woodbury, and Cherokee, there are large tracts, often continuous over several sections, from three to five miles from the rivers, which are covered by a thick
growth of young oaks, though killed nearly every year by the fires. If these
shrubs escape the fire two years they are loaded with acorns, the roots being
large and perpetual. This kind of land, if protected from the fires by surrounding furrows, would in a few years be covered by a dense growth of young
timber. r.rhe recently located line of the Dubuque and Sioux City railroad
passes near large tracts of tltis kind of land. The best grass lands in the
western part of this district are along the rivers ; in the eastern part they are
scattered through every township, occasionally af\sociated with marshes of
limited extent, containing peat of a good quality for fuel. Dickinson county,
adjacent to Minnesota, contains more lakes than any other county in these two
districts, and, like the neigh boring counties, is a fine grass-growing region.
rrhe land is mostly unsold in Sioux, Lyon, and Osceola counties. 'l'he two
latter counties have not been organi:i!:ed, and Sioux has but few inhabitants.
These counties have a good soil, but are nearly destitute of timber. 'l'he River
of the Rock passes through these three counties before reaching the Big· Sioux,
which forms the western boundary of Iowa for more than sixty miles. Jn thi ~
part of the district there are whole townships of unsold land, and there is vacant
land of a good qualit.y in each of the twelve counties and four parts of countieEin the Sioux City district. The Dubuque and Sioux City railroad will pas;,
from Fort Dodge, through Calhoun, Sac, and Ida counties, in the southeastern
portion of this district, and leave it as it approaches the southwest corner of the
latter county, in the valley of l\laple river, and enter the district again in
W oodbnry county. 'Jhe land-grant railroad from Sioux Oity to Lake Superior,
required by act of Congres~ to be crnstructed by way of Mankato and St. Paul,
will paR;; through the northern part of vVoodbury county, through Plymouth,
Sioux, and O'Brien counties, near Osceola and Clay, through Dickinson, and
near, if not through, a portion of Emmett county. 'l'his leaves only two counties in this district-Buena Vista and Lyon-without an immediate benefit from
railroads within a few years. The Keokuk, ~,ort Des :Moines, and Minnesota
railroad will pass through vVebster and Humboldt counti0s, and through or near
the northrast corner of Pocahontas county, and also through Palo Alto and
Emmett counties. These three land-grant railroads will afford immigration and
market facilities for nearly the whole of both these land districts.
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'rhe prairie lands of the whole region described are, as already intimated,
well adapted to the culture of forest trees. rrhe cottonwood becomes a protecting grove against the winds in four or five years. The locust, though less
adapted to the climate and of slower growth, would become a valuable timber
for fence-posts and railroad ties. Black and white walnut, the maples, and, in
fact, most of the forest trees common to the river borders in the prairie region,
grow equally well in the groves that have been planted around the homes of
thousands of Iowa farmers.
No part of these two land districts, except Lyon county, will be over 150
miles, by railroad, from the coal and gypsum near Fort Dodge, and no county
will be over twenty miles from the line of one or more of the land-grant railroads.
When these roads are extended one-half the distance of their proposed length,
they will furnish facilities for easily approaching this region, and of transporting its abundant agricultural products to market; and there will not then be in
the whole west a more inviting district of country than northwestern Iowa.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. WILrrSE,
Surveyor General.
Hon. J. l\f. :F.JDMt:NDS,
Commissioner of the General Land Of!z'ce.

A.-Sdedu!e slwwing the contracts and the condition

of surveys out of the

appropriation

if $40,000 made by act if July

2, 1864.

00

0

---- ·- ---·- Name of deputy.

No. of con·
tract.

Character, amount, amllocality of work.

Date of contract.

Remarks.

1\icBrid~-~-~-~= ' ······ ........... .

Township lines between rangeR 1 and 2, 2 and 3, 3 and 4, of I January 27, 1865, returns made of the snbdiviHion of four
towmhipB 41, 42, and 43 north, and lineH between town·
town~hips.
Party in the field.
I
ships 4l and 42, 42 and 43 north, of ranges 1, 2, 3, and 4.
Benj. F. Woods ............ August 10, 1864 ....... . Subdivitiion of township 40, ranges 5 and 6; ·township 41,
ranges 1 to 8, inclu~ive; towmhip 42, ranges 1 to 4,
inclusive, 7, and 8; and township 43, ranges 1 to 4 and
H to 10, inclusive. All east of the 4th meridian.
2 ......... -I Hardin & James L. Nowlin. August 11, 1864 ........ J Subdivision of range 8, township 35 north; ranges 9 and j January 5, 1865, return made of two townships. July 11 ,
JO, townships 34 and35; range 12, towmhips :33 to 35,
return made of three towns. Party in the field.
inclusive; range 13, townships 33 to 38, inclusive;
I
range 14, towmhips 33, :37, and 38; range 15, town ·
I
ship 37. All east of the 4th meridian.
3 .......•.. \ Alex. S.l\1cDill ............ August10, 1864 ...... . Town,hip lines bet.ween ranges 13 and 14, 14 and J5, 15 March 14, 1864, returns made of town and twelve townand 16, 16 and 17, township 49 north.
ships of subdivision. Survey now completed, but field·
I Wm. E. Daugherty ............................... . Subdivision of township 38 north, range .15; township~ notes not yet returned.
39 and 40 of ranges 1:3 to 19, inclusive; 1ownship 41, I
ranges 12 to 17, inclusive; towmhip 42, ranges 12 and
13. All east of the 4th meridian.
4 .•.•...•. · [ Alex. Anderson .......... ·[ August 15, 1864 .....•. Township lines..................................
Returns in last year's report-Schedule D.
5 ..•....... Edward D. Palmer........ September 14, 1864 ..... Subdivi~ion of range 2, township 38 north; range 3, Surveys completed, notes retumed and approved, and
townships 35 to 38, inclusive; range 4, townships 34 to
plats and transcripts transmitted.
37, inclusive. All east of the 4th meridian.
.
H. A. W. . McNair ........ ·1November 15, 1864 ..
Subdivision of range 1, townships 34 to 38, inclusive; Relinquished at his own request. and by coment of the
range 2, townships 34 to 37, inclmive: and range 3,
Commissioner of the General Land Office.
township 34. All east of the 4th meridian.
A. C. Stuntz .. . ; . . . . . . . . . . May 18, 1865 .. . .............. .... ..... .. .... . .... do........................... Mr. S. resides at Bayfield, \Vis., on Lake Superior. Pail·
I
I
ing to hear from him through the ordinary channels of
communication of the acceptance of this contract, it was
necessarily revoked.
Elisha S. Norris ........... Jnne 29, 1865 .................... do ........... . .... do .......................... Party in 1he field.
7 · · · · · · · · · · 1 Alonzo Brown ............ September 12, 1864 ..... Subdivision of township :38 north, range 4; townships 39 1 Declined to execute the bond, and relinquished the work.
and 40, ranges 1, 2, 3, and 4. All east of the 4th meridian.
7.......... Alex:mrler Anderwn....... December 15, 1fl64 ....
do ................ do............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Survey completed. N otcs returned. but not examined.
8 .......... George R. Stuntz .......... December 31, 1864 ..... Subdivision of fractional township 4() north, range 15, Survey completed; notes returned and approved; plats
,
I
west of the 4th meridian.
and transcripts transmitted.
1 Thomas Clark..... . .......
October 28, 1863 . . . . . . . Subdivision of part of fractional township 49 north, Survey completed; notes returned and approved; plat
range 13, west of the 4th meridian.
and transcripts t•·ansmitted.
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B.-Schedule showing the miles if survey, together with the area if tlw seve1·al
subdivisional surveys, in Wisconsin,from July 1, 1864, to June 30, 1865.
No.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
1:1
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
;}5
36

Acres of publie land.

Miles of survey.

Description.

ltliles. Chs.
61
50
Township 38 north, range 2 east, 4th meridian ....
60
Township :-:!9 north, range 2 east, 4th meridian ....
25
60
20
Township 35 north, range 3 east, 4th meridian ....
61
07
Township 36 north, range 3 east, 4th meridian .. _.
60
01
Township 37 north, range 3 east, 4th meridian ... _
62
08
Township 38 north, range 3 east, 4th meridian ... _
61 . 16
Township 39 north, range 3 east, 4th meridian ....
59
75
Township 34 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian ....
60
Township 35 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian ... _
29
62
44
Township 36 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian .. __
64
65
Township 37 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian ... _
4
east,
4th
meridian
...
_
Township 38 north, range
66 51
72
Township 39 north, range 4 east, 4th meridian ....
40
97
Township 40 north, range 5 east, 4th meridian ... _
31
18
Township 41 north, range 5 east, 4th meridian . ___ 101
Township 40 north, range 6 east, 4th meridian---86
18
98 55
Township 41 north, range 6 east, 4th men dian •.. _
'Township 35 north, range 8 east, 4th meridian .. __
68 22
Township 34 north, rajlge 9 east, 4th meridian .. __
60
17
62 75
Township 35 north, range 9 east, 4th meridian . _. _
Township 33 north, range 13 east, 4th meridian . _. _
63
39
Township 33 north, range 14 east, 4th meridian ... _
62
32
Township 39 north, range 15 east, 4th meridian ....
73
35
Township 41 north, range 15 east, 4th meridian : . ..
21
00
Township 39 north, range 16 east, 4th meridian ....
68 20
65
Township 40 north, range 16 east, 4th meridian ....
Hi
Township 41 north, range 16 east, 4th meridian •...
23 52
68
44
Township 39 north, range 17 east, 4th meridian ....
71
Township 40 north, range 17 east, 4th meridian ....
02
Township 41 north, range 17 east, 4th meridian .. __
3
15
Township 39 north, range 18 east, 4th meridian ... _
77
05
Township 40 north, range Hl east, 4th meridian •...
54 77
Township 39 north, range 19 east, 4th meridian ... _
57
06
Township 40 north, range 19 east, 4th meridian ... _
34
02
Township 49 north, range 15 west, 4th meridian ....
2 73
Part offractional township 49 north, range 13 west,
4th meridian _.. __ ...• _•.•••••... __ .... _. _•••. .
40

-----

TotaL •••••..•••...••......•..•••••... 2,135

27

Lks.
63
55
83
40
25
83
88
64
91
59
31
59
43
65
60
88
71
24
44
49
49
59
00
04
79
71
99
84
01
81
08
60
55
65
50

23,055.34
21,089.b0
23,225.94
23,874.77
23,061.48
22,779.57
20,840.07
22,992.76
23,323.57
23,781.37
22,523.24
22,453.00
19,138.32
14,151.94
17,852.91
19,985.52
19,276.88
22,671.07
23,186.11
23,036.52
22,904.61
23,052.24
21,214.63
4,593.40
22,659.86
23,200.33
5,852.18
21,512.24
19,389.58
333.60
22,601.55
16,117.75
12,668.04
5,703.80
428.90
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5.50

13

654,538.39

HENRY A. WILTSE, Surveyor General.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Dubuque, September I, 1865.

C.-Salary qf surveyor general and clerks for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1865.
Apportionment . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • . • • . . • • • • . . . • . . • • • • • . • . • . • • • . • • . .
For quarter ending September 30, 1864 ....................... .
For quarter ending December 31, 1864 •...........••......••..
For quarter ending March 31, 1865 .......................... ..
For quarter ending June 30, 1865 ............................ .
Unexpended balance ...•••••••••••••..••••••.••••••••••.•••••

$1,464
1,775
1,775
1,775
831

$7, 621 00

67
00
00
00
33
7,621 00

6

I
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Incidental expense accountfor thefiscal year-ending June 30, 1865.
Apportionment ..... _______ . - _.. ___ . __ ... ___ ....• __ .• ______ .... __ . ____ •.
Expended for the quarter ending September 30, 1864. ____ ... _. __ _
Expended for the quarter ending December 31, 186~ . __ .. _.. ___ ..
Expended for the quarter ending March 31, 1865 ........ --·· .... .
Expended for the quarter ending June 30, 1865 . _•• _. ___ •...•. __ _
Unexpended balance. __ . ___ . __ .. _____ .. _.. _. __ ..• _•• _. ___ . __ . _

$2, 000 00

$483 90
274 68
277 90

266 70
696 82
2,000 00

HENRY A. WILTSE, Surveyor Ge11eral.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Dubuque, September 1, 1865.

D.-Estimate for tJalary if surveyor general if 1Visconain and Iowa, the clerks
in ltis office, and for incidental t:xpenseslfor the yea·r ending June 30, 1867.
For salary of surveyor general. __ . __ .. _... _______ .•• ___ . __ . ____ ... __ ... _.. $2,000 00
}..,or salary of clerks ... _ . ___ .. ___ . ___ .... __ .. ____ .. ____ • _____ . _____ .. ____ _ 2,800 00
}.,or incidental expenses of office . ____ .... _... ____ •. __ • _______ . _____ .. _. __ •
1,00~ 00
Total.---- •. ----. --- .• ---- .. -- . - ....•. ----- •. ----- . ---- .•. - .• --- ..

5,800 00

HENRY A. WILTSE, Surveyor General.
SuRVEYOR GERERAL's OFFICE,

Dubuque, September 1, 1865.

B.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S 0I<'l<'ICE,

St. Paul, August 25, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the field and office
work performed in this surveying district since the date of the last annual report,
wgether with the usual statements relating thereto, and marked from A to G,
inclusive.
On taking charge of this office in :May last, I found that contracts had been
made by my predecessor for surveys amounting to very nearly the full amount
of the balance of appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, and
that, owing to the failure of the passage of the civil appropriation bill by Congress, no funds were provided for carrying forward the surveys for the next
fiRcal year.
It would appear that of the surveys contracted for by D. L. Curtice in August, 1864, the great distance to and almost inaccessible character of the country in which his work was to be carried on, and the late period of the season
at which he left for the field, prevented his completing any portion of the contract; be left again early in the present season, and will, I have no doubt,
fully complete his surveys before its close. It is, I think, to be desired that
the public surveys should be extended in this direction without delay, as considerable attention has recently been directed to this section of the State from
the well-known existence of valuable minerals and the 1·eported discoveries of
coal, &c.
Having 1·eceived your instructions with respect to the subdivision of certain
townships in the Gull Lake and 1\~ille Lacs reservations, rendered necessary in order
to locate the grants made to Rev. John Johnson, missionary, Chief Hole-in-the
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. day, and others, in the treaty of May, 1864, with the Chippe·wa Indians, after
the appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, had been very nearly
exhausted, I proposed to Messrs. Wright and vValker, who were about leaving
for the field embraced in their contract, to undertake the survey of the townships supposed to include the grants referred to, and cancel a corresponding
portion of their contract; and having agreed to this arrangement, instructions
were issued to these gentlemen accordingly. After ascertaining the locality of
the grants to Rev. Mr. Johnson and Hole-in-the-day, and consulting with them
and the Indian agent, (as recommended in your instructions,) it was found necest:tary to subclivide three townships, the notes of which have been returned
and partially examined. Messrs. Wright and Walker have been informed of
the extent which these surveys will reduce the amount of work to be done
under their contraet, and also that a contract has been let to 0. E. Garrison for
the subdivision of the township on Mille Lacs, containing the grant to Chief
Shaw-bosh-kung.
It will be observed by statement A that Messrs. Davis and Webb have completed the survey of the Sioux reservation on the Minnesota river, having had
a very favorable season and met with no obstructions by Indians or other cause.
These gentlemen report the immigration of large numbers of settlers in that
section ; and as the lands on the north of the river are equally as good for agricultural purposes, it is, I think, hi6hly desirable that the public surveys should
be extended over them at an early day, as likely to attract immediate purchasers, from the fact that the price of such lands would be less than what will
probably be required for the lands within the reservation. 'l"'he commissioners
for valuing these lands are now engaged thereon, and have been furnish ed by
this office with the necessary plats and notes to assist them. I may here remark, that a line of railroad is now being rapidly constructed that will afford
an outlet for the agricultural products of the Minnesota valley, and thus give
the additional advantage of such facilities for reaching a market, and render
more certain the immediate filling up of this rich and productive section of
country.
It may, I think, be said with truth that this State comprises within its limits
nearly every advantage that could possibly attract the attention of those seeking a home in a new country, whether for health alone, the investment of capital, or simply desiring to find a land where common industry can reap the
greatest returns iR the cultivation of the soil.
There is no State in the Union better adapted, in what may be called its agricultural sections, to the production of grain, and more especially of wheat.
'rhe mineral regions of Lake Superior, and the extensive and valuable pineries
in the northern and eastern portion of the State, only require the application of
capital to yield immense wealth. Its fisheries have not yet been sufficiently
known to attract the attention which, from their undoubted importance, will in
time be given to them; and when to these special advantages is added the great
and unquestionable salubrity of its climate, the proof of which is shown in the
annual visitation of hundreds seeking its borders for that most valuable of all
nature's gifts, there can be no question that at no distant day this young State
will show a population and amount of wealth superior to many of tho se of far
older settlement, and heretofore considered as having greater attractions for both
emigrants and capitalists.
I have had occasion to devote some considerable portion of time since taking
charge of this office in l\fay last in the matter of timber trespasses, although
but a comparatively small amount of depredations had been found to have been
committed the past season by the agents engaged on that duty by my predecessor. rrhere were, however, many cases that had remained unsettled of previous years' trespasses, which I have now been enabled to dispose of in consequence of the logs having reached a market. I think that the vigilance dis-
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played by the government has had its effect, and that the despoiling of the
public lands in this section has very generally ceased.
In addition to the several statements accompanying this report, I would beg
to give the following as a summary of the office-work performed since the last
annual report :
The original notes of one thousand two hundred and thirty-three miles of subdivisional surveys, including therein one hundred and five miles of meandered
·lakes and rivers, have been carefully examined and platted, and the contents of
all the fractional lots calculated and placed on the maps and copies.
The original notes of forty miles of standard and township lines have also
been critically examined and placed on file, diagrams of the same constructed
and transmitted, with transcript of the field-notes.
Twenty-three township plats have been constructed from the original notes,
and copies made and transmitted to the general and local land offices. Eight
copies of register's township platr:; have also been made, to replace those worn
or lost.
Two thousand one hundred and thirty-four pages of transcripts of original
notes for preservation at the department, and for records for this office, have
been made, the same compared and indexed, with full title-page to each township.
Eighty-six (86) township descriptive notes, exhibiting the establishment of
the exterior and interior corner boundaries, with description of soil, timber, &c.,
have been prepared, compared with the originals, and transmitted to the local
land offices, or placed on the files of this office for reference.
A considerable amount of time is consumed in attending to the necessary
clerical duties connected with the timber trespasses. The usual and regular
amount of office-work, such as preparing contracts, notes, and diagrams for use
of deputies, the correspondence and recording of same, making out deputies' and
quarterly accounts, &c., has been performed.
The several statements, estimates, and map accompanying this report are
as follows:
A.-Amount, character, locality, and present condition of the surveys in the
field.
B.-Original, commissioners' and registers' plats made and copied, with date
of transmission.
C.-Estimate of appropriation for surveys for fiscal year ending June 30,
1867.
D.-Estimate of appropriation for salaries for fiscal year ending June 30
1867.
E.-Abstract account of the incidental expenses of the office from October 1
1864, to June 30, 1865.
F.-Sketch of public surveys.
G.-Statement showing tlre number of townships surveyed and acres of land
therein.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
L. NUTTING, Surveyor Gene'ral.
J. M. EDMUNDS, Esq.,
CommissioneT of the Geneml Land Office, 1Vasll.ington, D. C.

A.-Statement showing the amount, chara;;tcr, locality, and present condition qf the surveys 1-n Minnesota uncompleted at and undertaken since tlw date qf' tlze last annual report.
Name of deputy.

Date of contract.

Character of work.

Amount and locality.

Present condition.
pj

Messrs. Davis & Webb .••. ! July 25,1864 .......... 1 Subdivisions ....•.••••. Townships 112 and 113 north, range 37 west; township 113, range 38;
townships 113 and 114, range 39; townships 114 and 115, range 40;
township 115, ranges 41 and 42; and that part of township 114, range
37, townships 114 and 115, range 38, and township 115, range 39 west,
lying south of the Minnesota river.
David L. Curtice ... - •••• _.1 August 28, 1864 .....•. -I Independent meridian, Independent meridian from corner to townships 56 and 57, ranges 15 and
16 west, to 8th correction line; 8th correction line from corner to town8th correction line,
ships 60 and 61, ranges 15 and 16 east, 24 miles; lines between ranges
and township lines.
11 and 12, 12 and 1::1, 13 and 14, 14 and 15, in townships 57, 58, 59, and
60, and lines between townships 57 and 58, 58 and 59, 59 and 60, in
ranges 12, 13, 14, and 15 west of the 4th principal meridian.
Oscar E. Garrison. __ .. _.. I October 14, 1864 ...... -I Fifth correction line, Fifth correction line from left bank of Mississippi river, due west, to the
3d guide meridian; township lines between townships 48 and 49 north,
township lines and
ranges 25, 26, and 27 west, and the lines between ranges 24 and 25, 25
subdivisions.
and 26, 26 and 27, township 48 north, and subdivisions of township 48
north, ranges 25, 26, and 27 west of the 4th principal meridian.
A~on Barnard ........... 1 March 9, 1865 .......... ! Subdivisions ......... .. Township 43 north, range 23 west
Messrs. Davis & Webb .••. ! March 30, 1865 ......... 1 Subdivisions and township Jines.

Township lines between townships 118 and 119, and 119 and 120 north,
range 46 west, and subdivision of township 116 north, range 41 west;
townships 116 and 117, range 42; townships 117 and 118, range 43 i
townships 118 and 119, ranges 44 and 45 ; townships 119 and 120, range
46; and that part of township 116 north, range 39 west; townships ] 16
and 117, range 40; townships 117 and 118, range 41; townships 118 and
119, range 42; townships 119 and 120, range 43; township 120, range
44; townships 120 and 121, range 45; and township 121, range 46, lying
south of the Minnesota river.

Messrs. Wright & Walker., Instructions of May 271 Subdivisions .......... . Township 134 north, range 28 west, and townships 134 and 135 north,
range 29 west.
and June 15, 1865.
Messrs. '\\'right & Walker. April12, 1865 .......... Townshiplinesandsub- Township lines between townships 137 and 138, 138 and 139, 139 and 140
divisions.
north, ranges 29, 30, and :n west; range lines between ranges 29 and
30, 30 and 31 in townships 137, 138, 139, and 140 north; subdivisions of
townships 137, 138, and 139 north, ranges 29 and 31 west; and town·
ships 137, 138, 139, and 140 north, range 30 west.
Oscar E. Garrison ......... I August 5, 1865 ......... I Subdivisions ......... .. Township 43 north, range 27 west
STJRVlcYOR GEN.ERAL'S OFFICE, ST. PAUL,

Surveys completed, notes returned and approved, and
plats and notes transmitted,

t_:rj

1-d
0
~
~

Deputy in the field.
turns received.

No re-

0

"'j

~

1!1
Surveys completed, notes returned and approved, and
plats and notes transmitted.

tr:l

lJ2

tr:l

0

~

Survey completed, not!.'S returned and approved, and
plats and notes transmitted.
Township 116 north, range 41
west; townships 116 and 117,
range 42, and that part of
township 116, range 39, and
township 117, range 40, lying
south of Minnesota river,
surveys completed, notes returned and approved, and
plats and notes transmitted.
Balance of surveys completed ; notes not yet returned.
Surveys completed and notes
returned.
Deputies in the field. No returns received.

tr:l
~

~
~
~

0

~
~

1!1
tr:l

~

~
~

tr:l

~

H

0

~

August 25, 186:>.
L. NUTTING, Surveyor rJeneral.
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B.-Statement cif m·igi'Jfal, commissioners' and 'registers' plats made and copied,
~oitlt date qf transmission to the General Land Office and local land offices.
.....
'§

~00

:-.
Q;)
~

~
~

'§
0

'So

0

~

·ffi

·~

]

<';!

•

:-."0

0

~
d

~

•

b]

~
<V
..Q

~00
'So

..Q

~

~

~

~

-- ----Townships 112and l13N., range
~~7 W ....... ------------ .... Saint Peter .. .
Township 114 Np range 37 \V...... _do ___ .... .
Township 115 N1, range 31:! vV....••. do .... ---Townships 113 and 114 N., range
38 vV. . . • • . . . • • • • . . . • • . . . • • . . •.. do ....... .
Township 113 N., range 39 W ....... do ...... ..
Township 114 N., range 39 W ....... do ...... ..
Township 115 N., range 39 vV ...•••. do ....... .
Towuships 114 and 115 N., range
40 \V ... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... do ....... .
Township 115 N., range 41 \V ....... do ...... ..
Township 115 N., range 42 \V ....... do .... ---.

~00

'a
]

.....,~

s

....;

00

00

C)

~

Q;)

0

2
1
1

2
1
1

1864.
Dec.
3
Dec. 21
3
Dec.

1865.
2 Jan.
6
1 .... do ....
1 .... do ....

6
3
3

2
1
1
1

2
1
1
1

Dec. 21
Dec. 21
Dec.
3
Dec. 21

2 .... do ... .
1 .... do ... .
1 .... do .. ..
1 .... do ... .

6
3
3
3

2
1
1

2
1
1

Dec.
3
Dec. 21
Dec. 21
1865.
June 17
Mar. 11
July 31
July 31

2 .... do ... .
1 .... do ... .
1 .... do ... .

6
3
3

'fmmship 43 N., range 23 vV .... Taylor's Falls. 1
1
To·wnship 48 N., range 25 \V.... Saint Cloud ... 1
1
To·wnship 48 N., range 26 vV •....... do .... ---- 1
1
Township 48 N., range 27 W ---. ___ .do .....•.. 1
1
Townships 111 and 112 N., range
33 W. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saint Peter . . . . . . . _... . . . • . . . . . . 2 Mar. 24
Township 112 N., range 34 W ....... do .... ____________ ------.... 1 .... do ... .
Township 113 N., range 35 vV .•..••. do.......................... 1 •••. do ... .
Townships 113 and 114 N., range
3n \V ....................... ___ .do .....•. __ ... __ .....•.. _... 2 .... do ... .
Township 116 N., ranges 39, 41,
aud 42 W ....................... do........ 3
3 .••••..••......••.. - ... Township 117 N., ranges 40 and
42 \V. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... do. . . . . . . . 2
2 . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . ..••.... -

2
2
2
2

Total . . . . . . . . • • • . . . • • • . . . ..•...•......

2
1
1
2
6
4
63

L. NUTTING, Survtyor General.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, St. Paul, August 25, 1865.

C.-Estimate qf appropriation required fm· continuing tlte public suTveys ~n
Minnesota for tlw fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
West of 4th principal meridian:
For tbe establishment of 70 miles of oth correction line _. _.........•........
For the es tab lishmen t of 250 miles of township lines_ ................. _..•••
For the subdivision of 18 townships in pine region ........................ .
For the subdivision of 8 townships in mineral region ......................•
West of !Jth principal meridian:
For the establishment of 24 miles 3d guide meridian .......•.....•...•......
For the :mbdivision of 6 townships ........•.....• _....•••.............•••.
For the subdivision of 10 townships...... . . . .. . . .....••..............•..•

$700
2,250
7,350
3,360

00
00
00
00

240 00
2,290 00
3,810 00
20,000 00

For the incidental expenses of surveyor general's office, including office rent,
messenger, stationery, &c .........••...................•... _........•.

2,000 00
22,000 00

L. NUTTING, Surveyor Geneml.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE St. Paul, August 25, 1865.
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D.-Estimate of tlte appropriation required fm· tlte salaries cif tlte surveyor
gene1·al and tlte 'regular clerks irtt llis cdfice for tke fiscal year ending June 30,
1867.

.

,
$2,000
1,500
1,300
1, 200
1' 200
1,100

For the salary of surveyor generaL-- .. ---- .. -- .... ----- ---- ---- • --. -----For the salary of chief clerk ... ---- .. ___ -- . -- __ .. ______ .. ____ . ___________ .
For the salary of chief draughtsman. _. ______ . ___ ... ___ .. ____ •. ____ .. ____ _
For the salary of assistant draughtsman.----.----. ---. -- .... - .. ---- .. ----.
For the salary of transcribing clerk ... --- ... -- .... _.... --. ___ .. ---- ... ---For the salary of transcribing clerk .. ___ ... - . _--- •... - -- .. _.. _ . _.. ---- __ ..

00
00
00
00
00
00

8,300 00

L. NUTTING,

Surveyor General.

SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

St. Paul, August 25, 1865.

E.- Abstract statement cif tlte incidental expenses cif tlte surveyor general's office
from OctobeT 1, 1864, to June 30, 1865.
For the quarter ending December 3J, 1864... . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. .
For the quarter ending March 31, 1865 ....................... ____ ... __ . __ .. _
For the quarter ending June 30, 1865 . --.- ..... __ ... --- ...... _.- .... - __ .. _..

$253 90
315 00
560 34
1,129 24

L. NUTTING,

Surveyo1· Gene1·al.

SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

St. Paul, August 25, 1865.

G.-Statement

o/ townsltips surveyed from tl1e 1st day cif July,
30tk day cif June, 1865.

1864, to tlze

No. 1, township 112, range 37-- -·-· ------------------------ ---· _
22,354.47 acres.
2, township 113, range 37 __ . _ . ----. _... __ .. __ . __ . _. ___ . ____ •
22, 705.19 aeres.
3, township 113, range 38.---.--- ... --.- .. _.- .. __ .. ___ . __ .- _
22, 550.85 acres.
4, township 113, range 39.---- .. --- .. - ___ . _... ____ ..... ___ . .
22, 528.51 acres.
22, 166.76 acres.
5, township 114, range 39.----- .. ---- . __ ... - _- ... --- .. -----6, township 114, range 40---. ---- - ... - __ ... --- ... - ~- .. ----. .
22, 956.38 acres.
7, township 114, range 38 .•.. ---------------------- .... ----.
22,146.23 acres.
8, township 114, range 37.---- .. ---- .. __ ... - _- ... --- .. ----. 12, 280.4;2 acres.
9, township 115, rang·e 38 ...•.. -----· -------- ____ ---· ------.
4,380.98 acres.
19, 983.69 acres.
10, township 115, range 39 _.... ---- ... - _- .. ___ ... - ... ______ .23,005.14 acres ..
11, township 115, range 40 ...... ----------------------------.
12, township 115, range 41 .... -------------------------- ---·22,960.01 acres.
22, 922.37 acres.
13, township 115, range 42 ... -.- -- .. -.- .. ----. _.... --.------14, township 43, range 23----------------------------------23,193.60acres.
15, township 48, range ~5--------------------··------------21,059.42acres ..
22,797.13acres.
16, township 48, range 26----------------------------------17, township 48, range 27- .. ---.-- ... - __ -. _... _... ___ ..• ---14, 070.53 acres.
18, township 116, range 39 _. _.. ---- ... ______ . _... ____ . _____ - _
3, 843.58 acnts.
19, township 116, range 40. _.. _. ____ .. ___ . __ ...... _________ .. __ . __ ... _ .... _. __ . _
20, township 116, range 41. .. - .. -- -- ---. ___ .... _--.--- .. ----.
22,716.57 aclles.
22,842.08 acres.
21, township 116, range 42 .... --·· -------- ·----- ------------ _
22, township 117, range 40 ...... -------------- -----· ------ __ _
2, 707.26 aeres.
22,994.48 fl!c•·es.
23, township 117, range 42 ..••. ---- .. _.. _... _.. ___ ... -.-- ... 1, 066 previously reported .... - .. -.- .. _. ____ . _... ____ . __ .•.. ____ . 21, 035, 594.01 acnilS.
Total acres surveyed---------------------------·---------- 21,454,759.66

L. NUTTING,
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

St. Paul, August 25, 1865.

SU1·veyo1· GeDa'IJa.~
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c.
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,

Yankton, D. T., August 11, 1865.
In accordance with your instructions, I have the honor to submit my
annnal report, in duplicate, in reference to the surveys executed in this district,
and other operations of this office, during the year ending June 30, 1865.
SIR:

SURVEYS EXBCUTJW IN THE TERRITORY OF DAKOTA
ENDING JUNE 30, 1865.

IN THE FISCAL YEAR

1. 'rhe first and second standard parallels through ranges 4 7 and 48 west of
the 5th principal meridian, Dakota T erritory. The line between ranges 4 7
and 48 of townships 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107 and 108. The line between
townships 101 and 102 of range 47. 'l~h e lines between townships 102 and
103, 103 and 104, 105 and 106, 106 and 107, 107 and 108, ofranges 47 and 48
west of the 5th principal meridian, amounting to 114 miles, 56 chain::; and 58 links.
2. 'l~he following named 15 townships have been subdivided into sections,
viz: townships 101, 102, 103 and 104 of range 4 7 west; townships 101, 102,
103 and 104 of range 48 west; townships 102, 103 and 104 of range 49 west;
townships 101, 102, 103 and 104 of range 50 west; amounting to 813 miles, 33
chains and 9 links.
OFFICE-WORK SINCE LAST ANNUAL REPORT.

1. The field-notes of all the above described surveys have been carefully examined and approved.
2. A diagram has been made and the field-notes transcribed of the survey
of the above described township lines.
3. The field-notes of the following fifteen townships l1ave been protracted,
triplicate maps of each one thereof constructed, and the maps filed and transmitted as required by law, viz: townships Nos. 101, 102, 103 and 104 north,
range 47 west of the 5th meridian; townships Nos. 101, 102, 103 and 104 north,
range 48 west of the 5th meridian; townships Nos. 102, 103 and 104 north,
range 49 wes t of the 5th meridian; townships Nos. 101, 102, 103 and 104 north,
range 50 west of the 5th meridian.
4. Transcripts have been prepared, and transmitted, of the entire field-notes of
each of the fi fteen townships last above named, all of which have been carefully
compared with the original, and each has been prefaced by an index diagram.
5. Lists descriptive of the land and all the corners of the above named townships have been made, carefully compated with the original field-notes, certified,
and transmitted to the local office at Vermillion.
6. 'rhe usual amount of miscellaneous business has been performed, such as
preparing contracts and bonds (in quadruplicate,) with instructions and diagrams of the exterior boundaries of their surveys, for the use of deputies;
making out and recording their accounts and the accounts with the government;
the general correspondence of the office and recording the same; together with
other work; all of which occupies a large amount of time, but of which no regular or detailed statement can well be given.
MISCELLANEOUS.

'.rhe failure of the appropriation bill containing the estimates of appropriations
for the prosecution of the public surveys, at the close of the last session of Congress, restricts the operations of this office for the present season to the completion of contracts not previously executed as far as the Territory of Dakota is
concerned. The unexpended appropriations for the Territory of Montana will be
contracted for as soon as sufficient information can be obtained as to the proper
initial point at which to commence the surveys in that Territory.
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The eastern portion of the rrerritory of Dakota, as stated in my previous
reports, is pecuiiarly adapted to the pursuits of agriculture, and especially that of
stock-raising. Considerable accessions of population are being made, and horses,
cattle and sheep of improved breeds are being introduced.
The crops the present season are very good, and from present appearances
Dakota will be able to supply her population and the emigration of this year
with corn, wheat, oats and potatoes.
This Territory presents unusual advantages for the growth of wool. The
abundance of natural meadows and pasture and ample supply of water, together
with the mildness of the weather and absence of rain during the winter months,
insures freedom from disease, without which sheep-raising cannot be successfully prosecuted.
The establishment of a line of military po13ts now being constructed and garrisoned outside of the settlements, as recommended in my previous reports, has
quieted the apprehensions of the settlers, and operates also to protect our operations upon the public surveys.
The appropriation made by Congress to open wagon roads through this Territory to the mining regions of Montana and Idaho is being expended, and will
be productive undoubtedly of very beneficial results to the people of these Territories, as it is expected that a large proportion of the emigration to the gold
mines will pass through Dakota by a much shorter route than heretofore, well
timbered and watered, making a market for the surplus productions of Dakota,
inducing settlers upon its beautiful and fertile lands, and also enabling the emigrants to obtain their supplies at a reasonable rate. A large number of steamers
have also been placed upon the upper Missouri, which is navigable in high water
as far up as Ji,ort Benton, the point of transshipment of supplies for the gold
mines of Montana. These mines are definitely ascertained to be productive, and
the emigration to them and shipment of machinery and supplies is constantly
increasing. It would appear, therefore, now that the war has ceased, and the
business of the country is resuming its wonted channels, that the demand for
the public lands in these Territorifls will be largely increased, and that more
liberal appropriations for the extension of the public surveys will be required
than heretofore, and it is upon the general movement and improvement now
taking place that my estimates of the amount required for the next fiscal year
are based.
The contract made last season for the survey of the portion of the Sioux Indian
reservation within the Territory of Dakota has been unavoidably delayed in its
execution. The contractor is now engaged, however, upon the work, and I shall
undoubtedly be able to report its completion this season.
It may be proper for me to state that the increase in the amount of incidental
expense account for the last quarter ending 30th June last, as will appear from
the table ·accompanying this report, is owing to the receipt of a supply of stationery for the coming year furnished by your office and charged to that account.
PAPERS

ACCOMPA~YING

AND FORMING A PART OF THIS REPORT.

A.-Sketch of public surveys in Dakota Territory.
B.-Estimates for the surveying service in this district.
C.-Statement showing the number of townships surveyed in Dakota, and
area of land therein.
D.-Abstract account of the incidental expenses of the surveyor general's
office for the year ending June ~0, 1865.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. D. HILL,
SurDeyor General if Dakota and Montana.
Hon. J. M:. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner General Land Office, Wasl~ington, D. C.
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B.- Estimate qf app1·opriation 1·equired for continuing the public surveys in the
Territories qf Dakota and Montana, for the salaries of tl~e surveyor gene1·al
and the cle.Tks £n Ms '!ffice, (as per act if lYiarch 2, 1861,) and for the incidental expenses if tlze '!ffice for tlu fiscal year ending June 30, 186 7.
For surveying township lines in Dakota .................................. .
For subdividing 65 townships .......................................... ..
For surveys in Montana .............••............•..........•..........

$10,000 00
20,000 00
20,000 00

Total for surveys ......•...•.••...... _. _....••. _ .. _..•••.• _. _.....

50,000 00

For incidental expenses of office ......... _ .... _...... _...... __ ... ___ ... _. _

$2,000 00

For salary of surveyor general .......... _..... __ ................ _.... __ •.
For salary of chief clerk ............................................... _.
For salary of principal draughtsman ....... __ .......... _....... _ . _....... .
For salary of assistant draughtsman ...... _.•.. _...... _. _______ . _•. _. _. _..
For salary of two clerks .........••.. _......•. -- ..•.•... _.. _...•••..•. - .•

$2,000
1,600
1,300
] '200
2,200

Total for surveyor general and clerks .. _... _... _... _... _____ • _. _ . __ _

00
00
00
00
00

!j,:300 00

GEORGE D. HILL, Surveyor General.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Yancton, D. T., August 11, 1865.

C.-List iftownslzips suTveyed in the Territory if Dakota from tlze 1st if July,
1864, to the 30th if June, 1865.
No.

Township.

Range.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
L2
13
14
15

101 north ...... ---------102 north .... ---- ........
103 north ... _..... _•.• _..
104 north_ ... _.. __ .•••. ..
101 north. ___ ... _. _ ..• _..
102 north .... _.•.. _... _..
103 north ............ ____
104north ...... ---------102 north ........ ____ ....
103 north...... . . . . . . • • . .
104 north... . . .. . . . . . • . . .
101 north.............. ..
102 north ..... _.. . . . . . . ..
103north ................
104 north ......... _......

47west,5thmeridian ................ ..
47 west, 5th meridian ................. .
47 west, 5th meridian ... _........... - ..
47 west, 5th meridian ... --. _....... _...
48 west, 5th meridian .......... _. ____ ..
48 west, 5th meridian ... -- .... - .... -- ..
48 west, 5th meridian ................. .
48west,5thmeridian ................ ..
49 west, 5th meridian ...... -------- .. ..
49 west, 5th meridian ........ - ....... ..
49 west, 5th meridian ........... _.... ..
50 west, 5th meridian ................ ..
50 west, 5th meridian .......... _..... ..
50west,5thmeridian ................ ..
50 west, 5th meridian ................ ..

15,107.82
15,123.40
15,069.45
15,059.20
23,051. m
23,007.60
22,995.56
22,904.43
23,024.54
23,031.58
23,007.85
2:~. 037.99
22,976.46
22,942.74
22,901.32

90

Townships previously reported ... ___ ... __ .. . . . • • • . ........ _.. .. ..

313,241. 51
1, 431, 758. 86

115

Total acres surveyed ........ __ .................... __ . _....

1, 745, 000. 37

Area.

GEORGE D. HILL, Surveyor General.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Yancton, D. T., Augztst 11, 1865.
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D.-Abstract statement if tl~e incidental e:rpenses if the su1·veyor general's qffice
(or the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
$209 50
For the quarter ending September 30, 1864 ........•........•...........••...
38G 70
311 80
538 07

For the quarter ending December 31, 1864 ............••..•.....••...........
For the quarter ending March 31, ] 86;). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...•.................
For the quarter ending June 30, 1865 ...••..................................
TotaL ..•......•...•....•• . •..............•........•...............

•

1' 446 07

=

GEORGE D. HILL, Surveyor General.

SURVEYOR GENERAL'S JFFICE,

Yankton, D. T., August ll, 1865.

D.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Leavenworth, J{ansas, August 25, 1865.
SIR: In accordance with your instructions of May 11, 1865, I herewith submit, in duplicate, my annual report, showing the condition of survey and the
operation of this office in this district during the fiscal year ending June 30,
1865; also showing, as completely as my limited means of information would
permit, the mineral, agricultural, and other resources of this district.
1. Names, duties, and salaries of persons employed in the office of the surveyor
general during the year ending June 30, 1865.
2. Sums expended for salaries of surveyor general and clerks during the year
ending J nne 30, 1865.
3. Expenditures of the office during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
4. Amount of revenue tax paid by surveyor general and clerks during the
year ending June 30, 1865.
5. The extent and cost of surveys executed in Kansas during the year ending
June 30, 1865.
6. The same in Nebraska.
7. Numbers and area of townships, of which plats and descriptive lists have
been transmitted to the department and local land offices during the year ending
J nne 30, 1865, in Kansas.
8. The same in Nebraska.
9. Estimated expense, number of miles, and character of work for which contracts have been entered into in Kansas, and chargeable to appropriation of
July 2, 1864.
10. 'l'he same in Nebraska.
11. Estimate of sums required for the flxtension of surveys in Kansas during
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
12. The same in Nebraska.
13. Estimate of sums required for office expenses for the fiscal year ending
June 30, L867.
14. Maps of Kansas and Nebraska showing the progress of the public surveys.
CONDITION OF PUBLIC SFRVEYS.

My predecessor let twelve contracts out of appropriation of July 2, 1864, four
in Kansas, and eight in Nebraska.
One of the contracts in Nebraska was cancelled by authority from the department.
Only three contracts in Nebraska, and a part of two in Kansas, were completed last year, owing to Indian hostilities.
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I have let one contract in Nebraska out of appropriation of July 2, 1864,
embracing a portion of cancelled contract No. 306.
All of the deputies started to the field as early as the season would permit,
and as they could get escorts to accompany them.
Contracts 310, 311, 312, and that part of 309 that was not completed last
year, have been completed, with the exception of the exterior lines of that portion of townships eleven and twelve north, of range eight west, and townships
twelve north, of range seven west, and subdivisionallines of townships eleven,
twelve, and thirteen north, of range eight west, and township twelve north, of
range seven west of the sixth principal meridian, lying north of the Platte river,
and embraced in contract No. 311. '.rhe deputies have asked to be released
from completing said portion of their contract, and that the same be cancelled.
They give as a reason for not completing it, that the Platte river was so high
that it was impossible to cross it. The work of contracts 310 and 311 has been
reported to your office.
The time for the completion of contracts 302, 303, 304, and that part of
301 that was not completed last year, has been extended to October 1, 1865, by
authority from the department. The deputies were delayed several weeks
waiting for escorts. From the latest information they were prosecuting their
work vigorously, and I doubt not will complete their surveys within the time
allowed them.
Messrs. Hack busch and Armstrong were delayed at Omaha, Nebraska, four
weeks waiting for an escort, which they obtained and departed for their work
on the 12th of July last. It is very probable that they will not be able to complete their survey within the time allowed, on account of being thus delayed in
getting to their work.
OFFICE-WORK.

In the draughtsmen's room there have been made two diagrams of the exterior
lines of forty townships, one hundred and fourteen township plats of subdivisional work, plats of the James Washington and George Garrett floats, and
four maps showing the progress of the public surveys in this district. Of these
one diagram of exterior lines, thirty-eight township plats, plats of the James
Washington and George Garrett floats, and three maps of Kansas and Nebraska,
have been transmitted to the department, and thirty-eight township plats to the
proper local land offices.
In the copyists' room, transcript of the field-notes of forty townships of exterior
lines, and thirty-eight townships of subdivisional work, have been made and
transmitted to the department, and twenty-six descriptive lists made and forwarded to the proper local land offices.
The usual number of letters have been written and recorded; also the usual
number received and registered.
EXTENSION OF PUBLIC SURVEYS.

The travel across the plains this season has been very great. To show its
immensity, it is only necessary to state, upon reliable authority, that seven
thousand teams passed a given point in sixty days. Notwithstanding the continued Indian hostilities, the commerce between the Missouri river and the
r_{'erritories of New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah, exceeds that of any year since
the organization of this office.
It is safe to say that the immigration into this surveying district this season
exceeds that of any year since 1857. Actual settlements are rapidly being
made in various localities.
A new route along the Smoky Hill river has recently been opened up by the
Butterfield Overland Despatch Company. It is said to be the best and shortest
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road from the Missouri river to the mountains. There is living water every .five
miles, except from the head of Smoky Hill to the head of Sand creek, a distance
of twenty-one miles. Grass, wood, and coal are abundant. Stations are being
built all along the route.
Owing to the many depredations that are being committed by the Indians,
the government has sent a number of regiments of soldiers out on the plains to
subdue them. The men composing these regiments reside in various States of
the Union. I doubt not many of them will be attracted by the superior advantages of that portion of the public domain, and when their terms of service
expire will avail themselves of the benefit of the homestead law, and thus secure
permanent homes, where they can open up farms with little expense, compared
to that in the States from whence they came, and find a market easy of access
to dispose of all their products at high prices.
The Pacific railroad will be the great band that will unite the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans, by opening up a grand thoroughfare to commerce, and thereby
inviting immigration from every nation, as well as our own, saying to emigrants,
Come and secure homes for yourselves and families, where you can possess the
soil, and establish all the various branches of industry, thus advancing civilization, making the wilderness to disappear in its onward march until the extreme
east and the far west shall have become linked together by one unbroken chain
of industrial classes of people.
In examining the reports of my predecessors I find there have been but few
facts furnished concerning the soil, climate, and general fitness of this district
for agricultural purposes.
The State of Kansas, containing an area of about eighty-seven thousand
square miles, with its vast resources and natural advantages, is fully prepared
to sustain the position that its geographical centre indicates. Nature's gifts
have been bountifully bestowed upon the various avenues of wealth and commercial prosperity. Level valleys for railroads, natural thoroughfares leading
to the gold fields, endless pastures for stock, taken in connexion with the high
rates of agricultural productions consequent upon the increasing demands of
western Territories, present a broad field for enterprise.
By the proposed and recent treaties with the Indians, whose lands have heretofore remained in comparative idleness, one of the greatest drawbacks to emigration has been removed, and a large portion of the richest land in the State
thrown open for settlement. Good houses, surrounded by well-improved farms,
are fast dispelling the appellation of "reserves."
The early history of Kansal'l, as well as the last four years of war, shows conclu.sively that she will prosper while laboring under great disadvantages. It is
true that between rebels on the south and east, and hostile Indians on the west,
she has materially suffered in every branch of industry; whole towns and villages have been destroyed by the ruthless hand of rebel invaders ; but with energy, characteristic of her citizens, they have been rebuilt, remodelled, and
improved, leaving but few traces to mark the unnatural and hloody crimes.
TOPOGRAPHY.
I

The general appearance of the surface bears a sameness peculiar to all prairie
countries, but with less than the usual amount of flat, swampy, and worthless
lands. No permanent swamp lands exist. The sudden rising of streams,
caused by heavy rains, in some instances produces overflows, but with the cessation of rain the bottoms quickly become dry and tillable.
The water-courses of the State are well distributed and amply sufficient for
all practical purposes; although none have proved navigable, quite a number
furnish inviting points for mills and manufactories. Most of the streams have
a gentle current, flowing over rocky and gravelly beds, with clear water, high
banks, and abounding with different varieties of fish.
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Timber is not superabundant, yet, as far as settlements have extended, there
seems to have been sufficient to supply every want. The large timber is confined mainly to river and creek bottoms, and a smaller growth is generally found
along the banks of ravines. Thrifty-growing underbrush is everywhere predominant, giving evidence that, if it were not for the sweeping prairie fires,
young foref:lts would spring up in all directions.
AGRICULTURAL.

As the welfare of a State is determined by her agricultural productions,
Kansas, occupying a central position, with a soil and climate to meet all requirements, is entitled to rank among the first of new countries. All kinds of
grain and vegetables, common to its latitude, are grown with successful crops.
Hemp, tobacco, and flax are also productive. Quite a number of enterprising
farmers have planted cotton with a view of experimenting, and were amply rewarded by its prosperous growth and favorable yield. Owing to the newness
of the country the fruit crop is not practically demonstrated; but it is the
opinion of experienced nurserymen that it will fully equal that of older States
of the same latitude. The climate is peculiarly adapted to the culture of
grapes., and several thrifty vineyards line the bill-sides adjoining this city, containing the different varieties and producing bountifully. r.rhe manufacture of
wine was carried on to a considerable extent last year. The various kinds of
small berries, known to other States, both tame and wild, grow in great profusion in this climate. Wild berries are found in the valleys and on the hill-sides
bordering on rivers and streams. The advantages Kansas possesses for the
raising of stock cannot be surpassed. The herds of cattle, sheep, and other
animals that clot the prairie and meet the eye in all directions, is sufficient proof
of this statement. Such is the mildness of the climate in the southern part of
the State, that little or no provision is needed for their sustenance during winter. The small outlay attending their growth, with the horne market produced
by the great number required for transportation across the plains, makes a
profitable return for industry.
The Territory of Nebraska contains an estimated area of eighty thousand
square miles, and presents, from the soil, climate, and general productions, inviting prospects for immigration. It has all the improvements that are found in
a new country, and possesses a great natural thoroughfare-the Platte valleyboth for railways and wagon purposes, leading to the western rrerritories. A
large portion of the emigration and trade to the mountains is seeking this wellknown route across the plains.
Work on the Pacific railroad has already commenced, starting from Omaha,
with the prospect of having one hundred miles completed this year. \iVith the
advantage and influenr.e thus gained, it is safe to predict a successful completion. 'l'hc limited means of ascertaining the exact situation and description of
its geological and agricultural relations prevent me, at this time, from making
as extended a report as the nature of its resources would suggest. The surface
is generally high, gently rolling, gradually rising as it extends westward, and
almost entirely free from low, marshy grounds. The valleys bordering on
rivers and creeks are not generally subject to inundation, but have rich soil
and are very productive. Vast prairies extend in all directions, with a diversity of soil, from the best alluvial and good upland to the gravelly ridges and
barren sand-hills. These prairies are intersected by numerous streams of good
water, and are skirted with a good growth of several varieties of timber, with
underbrush of same in ravines and hollows.
The Platte, Niobrarah, and Republican rivers are the largest water-courses
in Nebraska. The tirst of these rises in the mountains beyond its western
border, and pursues an easterly course, through the eutire length of the Territory, until it forms a junction with the Missouri river. The Platte, though a
large stream, is not navigable, and is remarkable for its extreme width and
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shallow water. It is subject to high rises in early snmmer from the melting of
snow in the mountains, but at other seasons of the year can be forded in many
places. The broad and fertile valley through which it passes is attracting
large numbers of emigrants, by whose industry extensive farms are becoming
numerous. The Niobrara runs parallel and very near the northern boundary
of Nebraska. Although it appears to be a stream of considerable importance,
this office is in possession of very little knowledge concerning it or the country
through which it passes. The Republican fork rises in Colorado Territory, and
comes into Nebraska about midway between the fourth and fifth guide meridian
west, pursuing an easterly course for nearly two hundred miles, and then crosses
into Kansas. Its valley is broad, fertile, level, well timbered, and it has been
selected as one of the proposed routes of the Pacific railroad.
}"'rom actual surveys in Nebraska, and other reliable data, are gathered encouraging reports of its adaptedness for agricultural purposes. All kinds of
grain common to its climate are raised in abundance. It is also admirably
adapted to the raising of stock of every description. No extended scientific
investigation has been made of its geological formations. Coal is said to exist
in several localities. I am not advised as to what success has attended the
working of salt lands that were reported to your office.
MINERALS.

This subject, though offering a wide field for speculation, and forming a basis
for the wealth and prosperity of a State, cannot be treated with justice in this
connexion.
A geological survey of Kansas, under the direction of Professor G. C. Swallow,
an eminent geologist, is now in progress, examining the valleys of the Smoky
Hill, Saline, Republican) and Arkansas. I had been in hopes of gathering from
this source some interesting information for this report, but owing to the lateness of its departure nothing can be obtained. Accidental discoveries, unaided
by science, have produced the following results:
An irregular belt, averaging abont fifty miles in width, the eastern boundary
of which is near Fort Riley, belongs to the permian system; weBt of this, and
extending beyond the western boundary of the State, the cretaceous rocks prevail. On the Saline fork and its tributaries salt springs are numerous, the
water containing from six to twelve per cent. of salt, and will become very remunerative when cheap transportation can be furnished. r_rhick beds of excellent lignite exist on the Smoky Hill and Republican, and probably extend
to the Arkansas river. Gypsum is found in abundance in a number of localities.
Contrary to the generally received opinion, the valleys of the Arkansas, (within
the borders of Kansas,) Smoky Hill, Solomon, and Republican are rich in soil,
and, as far as settlements have been made, no difficulty has been found in raising
abundant crops.
The valleys of the Platte, Smoky Hill, Saline, Republican, and Arkansas,
in the western part of this district, are great natural thoroughfares, and present
to the pioneer flattering inducements for permanent homes. The mildness of
the climate in this region ; the fertile soil of the bottom lands; the abundance
of rock (on all except the Platte) for building and fencing purposes; the inex- .
haustible beds of coal; the adjoining uplands and parks covered with a peculiar
vegetation, known as the "buffalo grass," on which stock subsist during the
entire year, would indicate this portion of the public domain as capable of sustaining a large and thriving population whenever protection is afforded the
settler from incursions of hostile Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. S. SLEEPER, Surveyor General.
Hon. J. M. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C.

No. !.-Statement showing tlle names, duties, nativity, whence appm.'nted, and rate of compensation per annum ofpersons employed in
tlw surveyor general's office
Names.

Duty.

of ]{ansas and

Nativity.

Nebraska during the year ending June 30, 1865.

Whence
appointed.

'I'erm of service.

Salary
per annum.

<:.0
OJ

~
t:tj
~

0

Daniel W. Wilder. ..... ..
Hiram S. Sleeper ....... .
Henry C. Ji'. Hackbusch •.
Lamar K. Hayhurst .••••.
Hugh McKee ...••.••••••
Henry C. Fields ........ .
Lamar K. Hayhurst ••••••
William B. Covel. ..••••.
William B. Covel •.••••.
Samuel P. Fenn .........
Henry B. Mitchell .•••••.
Henry S. Burr .......... .
John ·w. Wright ....... ..
John H. Burr ......... ..
John P. Sleeper .....•.•.
Michael K. Hennessey .. .
James Bicknell ......... .

Surveyor general . . . Massachusetts
Surveyor general ... New York .. ..
Chief clerk..... . . . . Prussia ..... .
Chief clerk..... • • • . Pennsylvania.
Chief clerk ..................... ..
Chief clerk..... • . . . Virginia .... .
Princ'l draughtsman- Pennsylvania.
Princ'l draughtsman- New York .. ..
Ass't draughtsman .. New York .. ..
Ass't draughtsman .. New York .. ..
Ass't draughtsman .............. ..
Accountant • .. . • .. . Ohio ...... ..
Copyist. .......... NewYork ... .
Copyist ........... Ohio ....... .
Copyist ........... New York .. ..
Messenger . .. .. .. .. Ireland ..... .
Messenger . • .. . .. . . England ... ..

Kansas .... ..
Kansas ..... .
Kansas ...••.
Kansas .••••.
Kansas ......
Kansas .•..•.
Ohio ........
Kansas .•••..
Iowa ........
Kansas .••...
Kansas .....•
Kansas ..... .
Kansas .... ..
Kansas ...•..
Kansas ......
Kansas ..••..
Kansas .••••.

July 1, 1864, to March 31, 1865 ......................... . $2,000 00
April1 to June 30, 1865 ................................ . 2,000 00
July 1 to 31, 1864 ...................................... . 1,600 00
August 1, 1864, to January 10, 18t:i5 .................... .. 1,600 00
January 11 to March 31, 1865 ......................... .. 1,600 00
May 1 to June 30, 1865 ................................ .. 1,600 00
July 1 to 31, 1864 ....•....••.....•..•.....•••••......... 1,300 00
August 1, 1864, to June 30, 1865 ........................ . 1, 300 00
July 1 to 31, 1864 ....•...........••••..••••..•••.•...•.. 1,100 00
August 1, 1864, to June 30, 1865 ....................... .. 1,200 00
Aplil5 to June 30, 1865 ............................... .. 1,100 00
Entire year ......•.......••.........•....•••..•...•..•.. 1,200 00
July 1 to November 12, 1864 ............................ . 1,100 00
November 1:3, 1864, to March 31, 1865 .................. .. 1,100 00
April 1 to June 30, 1865 ............................... .. 1,100 00
July 1 to December 31, 1864 ........................... ..
400 00
January 1 to June 30, 1865 ............................ ..
400 00

~
~

0

~
~

P:l
t:tj

r::n.
t:tj

Q

~
t:tj
~

1:1>

~
~

0

~

1-3

P:l
t:tj

1-j

z~

t:tj
~

1-j

0

~
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No. 2.-Statement slwzDing amount expended for salaries of surveyor general and clo·ks during
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1tl65.
Quarter ending
Quarter ending
Quarter ending
Quarter ending

September 30, 1864 ..••...•...................•..........•
December 31, 1864 ...•.............•......••....•........
March 31, 1865 ...•......................................
June 30, 1865 ........................................... .

$2,091 !)7

Total. ..•.........••.......•.......................•.. - ......... .

8,522 60

2,099 9D
2,100 00
2,231 04

No. 3.-Statement showing amount erpended for rent of office and incidental expenses du1·ing
t!te year ending June 30, 1tl65.
Quarter ending September 30, 1864 ...................................... .
Quarter ending December 31, 1864 ...................................... .
Quarter ending March 31, 1865 ..........................................•
Quarter ending June 30, 1865 ........................................... .
Total. ...................•......•................................

$538
367
272
281

GO

37

18

01

1,459 16

NOTE.-The quarter ending September 30, 1864, includes $35 for travelling· expenses of
surveyor general, chargeable to appropriation of July 2, 1861, for surveys in Kansas auJ
Nebraska.
RECAPITULATION.
Salaries of surveyor general and clerks during the year, as per account rendered.
Rent of office and incidental expenses, as per account reuderecl .....•........

$8,522 60
1,459 16

Total ........................................................... .

9, 9tll 76

No. 4.-Statement showing amount of revenne tax paid by the surveyor general and clerks, on
tlteir salaries, during the fiscal year ending June 00, 1tl65.

Titles.

Surveyor generaL ................ .
Chief clerk ..................... __
Principal draughtsman ........... .
Assistant draughtsman ........... .
Do ................ ----·--Accountant ...................... .
Copyist ......... ~ ............... .

$17
12
8
7

50
50
75
07

50

$17 50

50
tl 75

12 50
8 75
7 50

$17
];l

7 50

7 50

7 50

6 25

6 25

7 50
6 25

$ J7 50
tl 08
8 75

7 50

5 97
7 50
6 ~5

1-----------------------59 57
60 00
60 00
61 85
Total tax paid .................................................. --

7

I

$2-U 4~

·-
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No. 5.-Statement exhibiting the extent and cost of surveys executed in Kansas during the year
ending June 30, 1865.

Township
lines.

Name of deputy.

Section . Date of ap- ' Date of
lines.
propriation. l contract.

/Amount for

~ mileage.

I

I

I

301

300

Mls.clts.lks. Mls.chs.lks.
I
McKee & Diefendorf. . ---....... 480 25 39 July 2, '64 July28, '64 $5 $2,401 58

"'unow&l>win .•.

~~~ .... do ...

(g.l8,'64 6i:::::::

l

!
1

i

~
i

No. 6.-Statement exhibiting the extent and cost of surveys executed in Nebmska during the
year ending

Jz~ne

I

I
:305
:307

:_;uo

30, 18ti5.

Date of
Section lines. a pproprittti on.

Name of deputy.

Paul & Armstrong ... --.
Thicrs & Preston.... . . . .
HemyC. P. Hackbusch ..

I

Date of
contract.

~

Amount for
mileage.

Mls.chs.lks.
720 tiS 67 July 2, 186L. Aug. 2, 1864 .. $5 $3,604 2fl
719 55 38 .... do ....... . Aug. 5, H364 .. 5 3, 598 46
360 02 79 .... do ...... .. Aug. 5, 1864.. 5 J, 800 17

9,002 91

No. 7.-Statement slwwin!( description of lands, and area of same, for which tozcnship plats nnd
descriptire lists /ta?;e been furnished to the Junction City Land office, J(ansas, during the Y'!ar
ending June :30, 1865.

1G south ..•.. 1 west.

17 ::_;outh .... .
LG south ... ..
l7 south .... .
lli south .... .
17 south ... ..
t6 south .... .
17 south .... .

Area.

Range.

22,943.94
----1I 22,951.21

1 west .... .
2 ·w est .... .
2 west ..... ;
3 ·west .... .
3 west .... .
4 west .... .
4 west .... .

22,965.86
22,961.64
22,923.17
22; 957. ~;:3
22,98:1.50
22,974.61

Total. ........•........ 18:{, 661:7"6
1

\

~

11, 800 4684

Township.

i

Descriptive lists; date
vheu transmitted.
Pebruary 11, 1865 .... . Marc.h 4, 18G5 ...... ..
.. do ............. .
...... do ............. .
. .do ............. .
...... do ............ ..
. . . __ .do .•............
..do ............. .
.. do ............. .
...... do ............. .
..do ............. .
. . . . . . do ............•
..do ............. .
. . . . . . do ... -· ........ .
..uo............. .
. . _... do .••••..•..•...

I

'
I

l
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No. 8.-Statement showing description of lands, and area of same, fo1· which township plats hat•e
been furnished to the Nemaha land district, Nebraska Territory, du1·ing the yea1· ending June
30, 1865.
Township.
5 north
6 north
5 north
6 north
5 north
6 north
5 north
6north
6 north

. .... ....
. .... ....
.........
..... ....
..... ....
. .. . . . • . .
..... ....
.........
.........

Range.

Area.

1 west ......... .
1 west. ....... ..
2west ......... .
2 w est ......... .
3 west ......... _
3 west ........ ..
4 west. ....... ..
4west ......... .
5west ......... .

Duplicate plats; date when transmitted.

28, 007. 2.2
23,108.20
22, 993. 98
22, 954. 15
23, 004. 01
23, 022. 99
23, 062. 82
23, 132. 96
22, 999. 49

June 23, 1865 ....................••..
...... do ............................ .
...... do. . . . • • . . ..................•..
...... do... . . . . . .................... .
...... do_ . . • • • . . ..................•..
...... do. . . . . . . . .................... .
...... do. . . . . . . . ............••••.....
.•.... do....... . .............•.......
_..... do ..•• __ • . ...... __ . _.. ____ . _..•

TotaL...... . . • • . • . . • . . . . • . . 207, 285. 82

No. 8.-Statement showing description of lands, and area of sama-, for which township plats
onrl descriptive lists have been furnished to the South Platte land district, Nebraska 'l'en ~ toTy ,
du1·ing the year ending June 30, 1865.

Township.

7
7
7
9
10
"1
12
9
]0
11
12
9
J0
ll
12
9
10
11
12
9
10

north ....•......
north ....... _.. .
north _...... - •..
north .......... .
north .......... .
north .......... _
mnth .......... .
north ......... _.
north ...... -.... _
north_ ......... _
north .......... .
north .......... .
north ......... ..
north .......... .
north .......... .
north_ ....•.... _
nor th- ......... _
north ......... ..
north. - ........ .
north .......... .
north ......... ..

Range.

1 west ...

2 west. ..
3
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
5
5

w est ...
·west ...
west ...
west .. _
w es t ...
w est ...
west. ..
west ...
west. __
west ...
west ...
west ...
wes t ...
wes t. ..
w es t. ..
west.-west. ..
west .. .
west .. .

Area.

23,049.42
22, 808.67
23, 034.68
23,056.55
23,056.11
23,030.63
23,172.86
23,086.95
23,150.76
2:~, 121.90
23,247.78
2:3,051.28
22,983.73
23,017.92
2:~, 050. 09
23,069.06
22,947.51
22,948.66
22,961.93
23,084.98
23,019.95

Total. ... -. . . . . . . .. . • . . . . . . 483, 951. 42

Duplicate plats; date
when transmitted.

Desc1iptive lists; date
when transmitted.

June 23, 1865 ........................ ..
_..... do...... . . . . . . . .............. _ .. _.
...... do ..... - ..... - ................... .
January 10, 1865. __ March 4, J865 .... ..
. ..... do_ .......... - ...... do_ .......... .
December J, 1864 ......... do ........... .
_..... do .. __ .. _.... __ ..... do __ ......... .
January 10, 1865 ......... do ............ .
...... do .................. do ........... .
December 1, 1864 ......... d o .......... ..
..... _do ...... _.... __ ... __ do _..........•
January 10, 1865 .. _ ...... do ........... .
...... do_ ........... _.... _do_ .......... .
December 1, 1864 ......... do .......... ..
....·.. do .... ____ .... ------do ........... .
November 15, 1864 ........ do .......... ..
. ..... do ............ _... _.d o ....... _. __ .
...... do .... ---- .......... Glo ........... . .
...... do .................. do ...... ------ .. .... do .................. do ........... .
.. .... do ............ 1 • • • • • • do ........... .
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No. 9.-Statement showing the expense, (estimated,) number of miles, and cltamcter of toork,
for which cuntnu:ts have been enteud into for surveying in J(ansas, not completed, and
chargeable to appropriation of July 2, 1864.
0

ce

.l3
~

0

N arne of deputy.

0

<..,.

Stan'd
lines.

Township
lines.

Section
lines.

Miles.

Miles.

Miles.

Rate.

Estimated
cost.

0

z0
60 ................................ .. ... --- .... - ... - .....
301 McKee & Diefendorf ....
301 .......•... do ...........
240 ... --- ...............
540
301 ..•••...... do .......•... -....... -........ ------------

$10
6
5

$600
1, 440
2,700
4,740

- - -- ...... ·-·--· ·-----

1,500

5

======
7,500

Ruthruff & Spicer ...•... ................

960

5

4,800

Furrow & Irwin ......•.

------------............ ------ ----··

660

5

3,300

302

Angell & Crane ........

304
309

...

...

...

o 10.-Statement showing the expense, (estimated,) number of miles, and cltamcter of wod;.,
for which wntmcts have been ente1·ed into for surveying in Nebraska, not completed, and
chargeable to appropriation of July 2, 1864.

Name of deputy.

303 Short & McGregor......
303 ........ do ............. .

Stan'd
lines.

Township
lines.

Section
lines.

Miles.

Miles.

Miles.

144

Rate.

Estimated
cost.

$1,440
3,744

$10

624

6

5,18-l
310

Dennis C. Hathorn ..•............••..•..•..

360

5

1,800

:311 Wilcox & Cosgray......
126
311 ........ do. . . . . . • . . • . . . . . ......... --- .. --- ..

548

6
5

756
2,740

5

===========
3,600

3,496

Irvin & Craw .... ------ ................... .

720

313 Hackbusch & Armstrong.
90 ........... .
313 ........ do. . . . . . . . . • . • . . . .................. .

1,020

312

900
5,100

10
5

6,000
RECAPITULATION.

Total amount (estimated) in Kansas, not completed .............••. $20, 340
·['otal amount ( estimateJ.) in Nebraska, not completed ......•..••• _. 20, 080
['otaL ••••• - ... -- ••••••••• -.- ••.• ---.......................

40,

420
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No. 11.-Estimate of sums required for the extension of surveys in the State of Kansas durir1g
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.

Surveys estimated.

Miles. \ Rate.

I

Cost.

------------------------------------------------- r ---------------------For running the second and third guide meridian west, from
the first to the fifth standard parallel south, and the fourth
guide meridian west, from the base line to the third stand330
ard parallel south ...................... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
For running the first standard parallel south, from the third to
the fourth guide meridian west; the second and third sta ndard parallels south, from the first to the fourth guide meridian
west; the fourth and fifth standard parallels south, from
the first to the third guide meridian west. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
528
For ru~ning_ the exterior lines as represented on the accompany:mg d1agram . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 412
For running . the ~ubdivisional lines as represented on the
accompanymg dmgram . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 16, 000

$10

$3,300 00

10

5,280 00

6

14,472 00

5

Total .._... _. _ .• _.... ____ .... __ .. _ • __ .... _ . __ _

80,000 00
103,052 00

No. 12.-Estimate of sums requi1·ed for the extension of surveys in the Ten·ito1·y of Nebraska
during the fiscal year ending June 30, l 867.
Surveys estimated.

Miles.

For running the second guide meridian west, from the second
to the seventh standard parallel north; the third guide
meridian west, fi:·om the second to the fourth standard
parallel north ; the fourth and fifth guide meridians west,
from the base line to the fourth standard parallel north .. _.
360
For running the first and second standard parallels north,
from the third to the fifth guide meridian west ; the third
and fourth standard parallels north, fi·om the second to the
fifth g·uide meridian west; the third. fourth, fifth, and sixth
standard parallels north, from the first to the second guide
meridian west .......... _.......... _______ .............
672
For ru~ning: the exterior lines as represented on the accompany1ng d1agram ............. __ ...................... _ 2,550
For running the subdivisional lines as represented on the accompanying diagram .•.•.............. _.............. _ 15,780

Rate.

Cost.

$10

$3,600 00

10

6,720 00

6

15,300 00

5

78,900 00

Total ......••.....• _______ .. ___ .....•.....•.. ...................... .. ... -- .. -

104,520 00

RECAPITULATION.
Estimates for Kansas...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $103, 052 00
Estimates for Nebraska ....................-••.......•.............•.. ---- 104,520 00
Total ..............•......••...••.• : . ......... _...... ____ • . . .

207, 572 00

No. 13.-Estimate for sums required for office expenses for tlte .fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
Salary of surveyor generaL . . . . . . .. • . . . . . . • • • . . . .. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2, 000 00
Salary of chief clerk .............................•••....... _.. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 600 00
Salary of one examiner ....•.....................•.... ~.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 400 0
Salary of principal draughtsman.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1, 300 0
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Salary of assistant draughtsman ........................................... . $1,200 00
Salary of five draughtsmen, at $1,100 each ................................. . 5,500 00
Salary of one accountant .......•.............•............................ l, 200 00
Salary of eight transcribing and copying clerks, at $1,100 each ....•..........• 8,800 00
600 00
400 00
Office rent, fuel, and incidental expenses ................................... . 3,000 00

~~i::~ ~f ~~= ;:bs:l~e~·~~~ :~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ::~ ~ :~ ::::~: :::: ~ ~ ~ ~ ::::::::~ :::::::::

Total...... . . . • . • . . • • . . . • . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 27, 000 00

E.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Denver, Colorado Territory, August 15, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the official transactions
of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, and to the present date,
together with such items of interest in regard to the resources of this district as
have come under my observation:
With the appropriation of $20,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865,
has been procured the survey of 325 miles of township lines, and 1,640 miles of
subdivisional lines, at a cost of $14,327. In addition to this, under the tenth
section of the act of May 30, 1862, has been procured the survey of three miles
of subdivisional lines at the expense of the settlers of the township surveyed.
These surveys are set forth in the statement marked A, hereto appended.
r.rhe incidental expenses of this office, including rent, fuel, stationery, furniture, &c., for the year ending June 30, 1865, were $985 42.
The account of salaries paid surveyor general, clerks, and draughtsman, for
the same period, is $7,179 61; this is shown in the statement marked B.
The statement marked 0 shows the surveys now in progress under the unexpended balance of the appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1865.
Statement D shows the townships subdivided during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1865, and the number of acres contained in the same.
No appropriation was made for the surveying service in this district for the
year ending J nne 30, 1866.
In my communication of July 1, 1865, I submitted the following estimates
for surveys and office expenses for the year ending June 30, 1867:
}.,or surveying:
306 miles standard lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4, 260
8, 040
980 miles extedor township lines. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
4, 620 miles subdivisionallines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32, 340
Total for surveying in Colorado .......................... . $44,640
For office expenses :
3,000
Salary of surveyor general .......................... ~
I, 800
Salary of chief clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. .
1,500
Salary of principal draughts man ...................... .
1,500
Salary of transcribing clerk .......................... .
Salary of messenger .................•...............
600
r.rotal for salaries ............. - - - - - - . - - - - - - - · - · · · · · · · - - - ·
For incidental office expenses .................•................

8,400
2,000

Grand total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55, 040
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I have included in these estimates only such lands as are already occupied,
or which present sufficient inducement to warrant their immediate occupation as
soon as the land is surveyed.
ID.\.HO.

As there is still an unexpended balance for surveys in the Territory of Idaho,
no estimates will be submitted for that portion of this surveying district.
UTAH.

Plats, field-notes, and contracts on file in this office show that at least the
government has paid for extensive surveys in Utah; but all the information I
can obtain tends to show that either the surveys were never actually made in
the field, or that every vestige of them has been purposely destroyed. The
Mormons do not recognize the title of the government to the lands, and have
steadily refused to pre-empt or purchase. The time has now arrived when arespectable portion of the people of Utah are desirous of obtaining title to the
land from the government, and the number of these is rapidly increasing. There
can be no doubt that the true policy of the government in regard to Utah is to
.encourage the emigration to that Territory of a population less hostile to the
United States than the present. To do this, Gentile emigration must have thA
chance of acquiring title to the land, and must be protected in that title. This
cannot be granted them without a re:mrvey of the lands, and I canno~ urge upon
your notice the importance of such r'-snrvcy too strongly. 'l'he newly-discovered
silver mines of Utah, and the vast trade with other rrerritories are attracting to
that Territory a large population of people who are loyal to the government.
'l'hese people should have the opportumty they desire of acq lt1::ing property in
land.
Under the act of May 5, 1864, to ''vacate and sell the Indian reservations in
Utah, except that in Uinta valley," &c, and, under instructions from your office, I have entered into a contract with Joseph Clark, of Salt Lake City, for
the survey and subdivision into forty-acre lots, of the Spanish Fork, San Pete,
Corn Creek, and Deep Creek reservations. This survey is now in progress, but
the interruption of the mails by Indians has prevented me from receiving any
report from the deputy employed.
COLORADO.

'I'he extreme limit of the amount of land capable of cultivation in Colorado
will not vary much from 2,500,000 acres. Of this amount about 260,000 acres
are now under cul1ivation, consisting, for the most part, of the lower bottom
lands along the streams. No land can be cultivated without irdgation, and the
quantity of land capable of cultivation is l:rmited only by the amount of water
in the various streams, as the fall of the stream is so great that all the water c8n
be used. Only the early varieties of corn can be raised here, and that mostly in
the southern pttrt of the Territory. No country can produce better crops of sm 1ll
grain than Colorado. 'The average yield of wheat per acre for the year 186 I!
was over 30 bushels. One field carefully measured, averaged 63 bushels per
acre; and from single selected acres 100 bushels were harvested. Of vegetables
I may safely say that the crop, per acre, of Colorado, is fully double that of any
country I have ever visited, and the quality better. 'The only drawback to the
cultivation of land is the grasshopper. Last fall the grasshoppers came in and
destroyed the late crops and laid their eggs here, which hatched this spring, and.
remaining until large enough to fly, have destroyed all of two-thirds of the grain
crop of the Territory. 'l'hey have gone now, and the country is probably rid
of them for the coming year at least. The f~umers here estimate that if they
can S(~cure one crop in three years they can make money. Take the crops of
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last year as an example. A farmer put in 100 acres of wheat which harvested
30 bushels to the acre, and the lowest price of wheat throughout the year was
ten centt:~ per pound, or $6 per bushel.
30 bushels per acre, at $6 ...............•.•....••. _..
$180
100 acres, gross cash ....................... _.. __ ........ _. _. $18, 000
Cost of 160 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$200
Six yoke of oxen ................................ __ . .
600
Fonr men six months .........· ............ _...... __ ... 1, 800
'Vater for irrigation ........ _ .. _.... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
300
Cost of tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 000
Contingencies, say.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 000

Total expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •

4, 9_00

Leaving a net profit of ............................ ·.. ·. ...... 13, 100
over the whole cost of farm and working.
As this estimate leaves 60 acres to be used for other crops, you will see that
it is low.
In addition to this any farmer can keep as many cows as he pleases by
herding them on the vacant lands, and at the expense of a f:lingle boy to herd
them. The average price of dairy products for the past year has been-cheese,
forty cents per pound; butter, seventy-five cents per pound; milk, twenty
cents per quart; and beef, fifteen cents per pound. The average price per
pound of vegetables has been, for the same period-potatoes, ten cents; parsnips, beets, and carrots, twelve cents; squashes and pumpkins, five rents;
onions, fifteen cents; cucumbers, five cents; cabbage, fifteen cents, (the latter
are now worth fifty cents per pound;) and other things in the same proport.ion.
During the four years that I have liven in this Territory, the n;w rket has been
overstocked but once, and that only on the single article of potatoes. I make
these statements in order toshow what inducements Colorado offers to farmers.
No fi·uit has been raised here yet, owing to our farmers not understanding
the proper method of irrigating fruit trees. The abundance of wild fruits, plums,
cherries, grapes, raspberries, strawberries, &c., and the success of fruit-growing
in Salt Lake valley, would indicate that Colorado will yet succeed in this
branch of agriculture.
Sheep-raising has for years proved a success in the soutl1ern portion of the
r.rerritory, but in the northern has attracted little attention, although no country
could be better adapted to the purpose. One man, with the help of a few dogs,
will take care of from one to two thousand sheep during the whole year, herding in the mountains during the ::mmmer and on the plains in the winter; the
sheep will need no hay, and will keep in a good condition. Cattle will live
on the plains through the year, but in very severe weather need some feed
and shelter.
CLIMATE.

The winters of 1861, 1862, and 1863 were very mild, there being but few
cloudy days aud very little snow; the two succeeding winters were very cold,
the winter commencing the middle of October, and continuing until the last of
March, the thermometer indicating on two different nights 32° below zero,
although the days were generally warm and pleasant. The summers are dry
and hot during the day and cool at night on the plains; always cool and pleasant in the mountains. During the months of June, July and August, light
showers generally occur every afternoon near the foot of and in the mountains;
during the rest of the year rain rarely falls.
'11his summer, for the first time, wheat has matured on uplands without irriga-
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tion. 'The great drawback to the settlement of Colorado is the want of system
in the method of irrigation. At present each farmer, in addition to his other
expenses, has to dig his own irrigating ditch of perhaps several miles in length,
at a heavy expense. This confines the farms to the low bottoms. An emigrant
generally leaves the Missouri river early in the spring and arrives here in time
to make a crop provided he could find a farm already prepared for working;
this he cannot do, and to dig the ditch necessary to irrigate a farm will con:::ume the whole summer and take more money than most emigrants have.
'l'he consequence is that thousands come here, spend a few days trying to get
a farm, and go on further west. What is needed to correct this is that ditches
be taken from the streams in or near the base of the mountains, and kept at
as high an elevation as possible along the divides between streams, thus furnishing water to belts of land measuring from one to over fifty miles in width; a
ditch taken from the Platte river where it leaves the mountains, and carried at
the usual grade, would be four hundred feet above the river, opposite Denver,
or at an elevation sufficient not only to follow the crest of the divide between
the Platte and Cole creek, but to turn back up and across Cole creek, and command the whole country between Cole creek and Terrapin creek-an area of
350,000 acres at least. It is my decided opinion that a law granting the alternate sections of land irrigated to the parties building ditches of the character
indicated, and doubling the price of the remaining land, would be encouragement enough to secure the capital needed, and will work a benefit both to the
country and to the government, especially as the land proposed to be improved
is now worthless, or at least cannot be sold by the government.
TIMBER.

The mountains of Colorado are, as a general thing, well timbered, but on the
plains 300,000 acres will cover all the land that contains any timber, and on
much of this it is very scattering. Portable saw-mills are moved from place to
place in the pineries, and the best of the timber is culled and sawed. It has
been my design to survey and bring into market this land, in order to prevent
the waste of timber that this system of operations must produce, but the limited
appropriations and the pressing wants of farmers have prevented.
COAL.

To a geologist nothing can be more certain than that at least one-third of the
plains of Colorado contain coal, and it has been found in enough localities to
prove that that theory is correct. As yet very few coal veins have been opened
and worked, and most of these are on lands that had been surveyed previous
to the discovery of the coal, so that the amount found and returned by the surveyors
is comparatively small. In a country where there is not a stream that does not
contain some indications of coal, it is difficult to say what land should be reserved as coal land, and I have colored on the plats only such land as is proved
to contain workable veins that are accessible.
IRON.

A small iron furnace is in operation on the Boulder, near Boulder City, working what is known as "kidney ore," which is found in beds along the foot of
the mountains throughout the Territory, and yields about 30 per cent. of iron.
Spathic ore, yielding 70 per cent. of iron, is found in veins near Golden City,
and there is no part of the Territory that does not produce iron in some workable
form. Rolling mills will probably be erected during the coming year at Golden
City, for the purpose of preparing railroad iron for the railroad from Golden
City to Central, and for use at the mines. There is no reason why the iron for
a portion of the Pacific railroad should not be manufactured here.
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OTHER MINERAL PRODUCTS.

Alum, salt, petroleum, gypsum, soda, lime, lead, copper, antimony, zinc, silver
and gold, are found in various parts of the Territory. But one saline is yet
worked, located in the South Park, and worked only in a small way; price of
salt, 20 cents per pound. Petroleum wells are in operation near Carson City,
on Oil creek, producing about two barrels per day; price of refined oil, $3 per
gallon. Other oil springs are found along the base of the mountains, but are
not worked. A small mill for grinding gypsum is running on Bear creek.
Lead, copper and antimony, though abundant and a great source of future
wealth, will not pay for mining nuw, and must wait the coming of the railroad.
SILVER.

Late in the fall of 1864, silver was discovered on the high mountains near the
headwaters of South Clear creek, but the lateness of the season, and the great
altitude, prevented any development until this summer. There are now some
300 miners at work in that district, with every prospect of success. 'rhe ore
assays from $400 to $2,000 to the ton of silver, but how extensive the veins
are is yet to be determined, though enough has been done to prove that they
are workable. These veins are found at an elevation of from 11,000 to 12,000
feet above the sea, or above the limits of timber, in a portion of country to
which access IS had only by a horse trail, so that it will consume the rest of this
summer to get a road built, and fairly test the ores by the application of
machinery.
GOLD.

Gold mining is almost at a stand-still; only 1,500 ounces per week is being
produced in the whole mining region of Colorado, and the product for the year
will not exceed $1,000,000. This result has been brought about by speculation, high prices of labor and the Indian war.
The speculations of last year caused an entire stoppage of all the old mills in
order to introduce new machinery. This new machinery is now just beginning
to arrive, having been stopped at the Missouri and on t.he plains by the Indian
troubles, and the consequent high price of freight, which rose during the winter
to 25 cents per pound, and even now stands at 15 cents. A few of the new
mills are now in motion, but at the present cost of labor, and everything else,
they cannot more than pay expemes. Many companies are doing nothing;
some waiting for better times; some waiting for machinery; some f~xperiment
ing on new processes, and some fooling away their money by trusting their
affairs to ignorant men, and some who never intended to mine outsiJe of Wall
street. Labor is from $6 to $10 per day; board $20 per week; hay, in the
mines, during the winter was 25 cents per pound, and in the summer 4 cents;
grain uf all kinds from 18 to 25 cents per pound; wood from $10 to $20 per
cord. Even at these prices there are many mines which pay largely.
After a mine is well opened, and all machinery ready and in order, by the
stamp mill process, a ton of ore can be mined and treated for thirty dollars per ton.
If all the gold could be extracted the profits would be enormous; but, in practice, the stamp mill does not save, on an average, more than twenty per cent. of
the assay, making an ore that will assay two hundred dollars per ton, worth only
forty dollars, or but ten dollars per ton profit on the richest ore here. 'rhere
are, perhaps, ten lodes now worked in the 'rerritory that contain over $200 in
gold to the ton, and these alone can be worked now at a profit. The number of
lodes that contain from $50 to $150 per ton is almost countless, all of which
could be worked with profit with labor at $2 per day, or by any process that
would extract ninety per cent. of the gold. The first object can be attained
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only by the building of the Pacific railroad to some point within the 'rerritory.
Every hundred miles of that railroad completed will add hundreds to the
lodes that will be worked, and when the whole is completed there is not one of
the thousands of lodes in Colorado that will not contdbute its sLare to the
wealth of the nation. 'l'he government will expend this year on the Indian
war, and the protection of the line of communication, enough money to build
the railroad to this point, The railroad would put an end to all trouble with
the Indians, and add millions t<> the reso1,1rces of the nation. 'l'he government
gives to the railroad companies enough to build the road, and yet, after three
years of talking, not one bar of iron is laid west of the Missouri river.
It is strange that our people, after years of toil and hardships, have lost all
confidence in the intention of the railroad companies to build the railroad, and
think that uuless the government itself assumes the control of the road and builds
it, they may as well abandon the country and return to the States, as many
have already done.
The question whether any process could be invented which would save all the
gold in the ore is being tested by every miner here, and two processes have
been introduced which bid fair to succeed. 'l'he first is a disintegrating process by which the ore is reduced by the means of super-heated steam, and at
the same time freed from sulphur. It is then amalgamated perfectly, so that
ore which yielded but $20 per ton, under stamps, yielded $200 per ton, and an
assay of the tailings showed no gold. The other process tirst crushes the ores,
dresses them with water until nothing but the sulphurets remain ; these are
then smelted with lead and other fluxes in a furnace, and the whole drawn off
into kettles and allowed to cool, when the gold and silver are found in the lead,
while the copper and iron remain in the slag. The lead is then roasted off,
leaving the gold and silver. Both these processes are new here, and will have
to stand the test of working on a large scale, but the ex peri men ts, so far, indicate success; should they succeed as well as it is hoped, they will render useless much of the machinery that has been brought here, and revolutionize the
whole system of mining in Colorado.
CuPPER.

All the gold-bearing ores of Colorado are sulphuretf:l of copper, and contain
from 10 to 35 per cent. of that metal. At present the copper is not worth
smelting, except, perhaps, a single furnace might afford to run on the local demand. The extraction of the gold only prepares the ores for reduction to copper,
and as soon as the railroad is finished any amount of copper can be smelted.
MISCELLANEOUS.

A railroad is projected and the survey being made to connect the gold mines
of Galpin county with the coal mines and water-powers on Olear creek, near
Goluen City. 'I'his road is becoming a necessity on account of the scarcity of
wood in the miues. By it the ore will be brought down to the coal to be treated,
and the coal will be carried up to the mines for hoisting ore. 'I'his road will be
built from iron made here, and will be 22 miles long.
The overland stage company are now engaged in making a wagon road from
Provo, in U tab, to this place direct. This road will shorten the overland route
about 100 miles, and passes through the finest agricultural portion of Colorado,
and a part, too, which as yet has not been settled and which will need surveys
as soon as the road is opened. In spite of the stoppage in the mines the 'Territory has every appearance of prosperity. 'I'he towns are being built up with
brick buildings, and town property has advanced in value. 1!-,arms begin to
show the effects of improved cultivation, and neat and comfortable farm-houses
are taking the place of the first cabins of the settler.
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Farms are worth as many thousands as they were hundreds two years ago, and
a permanent population is taking the place of those who came here to make
money and leave.
Steps are being taken to organize a State government with a fair prospect of
~uccess, and there is a growing confidence in the future welfare of Colorado.
That wealth and prosperity awaits us there can be no doubt, and that wealth
and prosperity only awaits the arrival of the railroad.
With the firm belief that the government will do all in its power to develop
the interests of this rich mining country,
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN PIERCE,
Surveyor General qf Colorado and Utah.
Hon. J. M. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C.

A.-Statement qf the surveys made under the appropriation for the fiscal y ear
ending June 30, 1865.
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Congress approved May 30, 1862.
Remarks.

Cost.

0
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Charles P. Moffett. ____ .
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Remarks.

WilHam Ashley .. _______ 750 71 00 $5,325 89 Township and subdivisional.
Hiram Witter._---_ ---- 886 17 59 6,202 21 Subdivi&ional.
A. Z. Sheldon---------- .............. ........... .......... - ... -- ..... -- ...... Town.ship.

Statement qf surveys made under tlze act
0

Cost.

::i

---

3 [ 3o 18o

$23 68

Subclivisonal.

B.-Statement qf amount qf salaries paid surDPyor g eneral and clerks for the
fiscal year endmg June 30, 1865.
Name.

Occupation.

John Pierce. - - - -E. M. Ashley---·
:F. J. Ebert-----R. Fisher. ... ---S. M. Moffett. ___ .
J. K. Ashley.----

Surveyor general _
Chief clerk. ______
Draughtsman _. _.
Draughtsman _. __
Transcribing clerk
Messenger_. _____

TotaL ___ ----

----·- ------------

Nativity.

·w hence
appointed.

Connecticut..
Ohio-------Germany _...
Rhode Island.
New York ___ .
Illinois _. ___ .

Colorado.
Colorado.
Colorado.
Colorado.
Colorado.
Colorado.

Time of
service.

Amount
paid.

Entire year. $3,000 00
Entire year_ 1, 800 00
36 68
9 days.--_.
Sf months .. 1,067 93
9 months. __
900 00
375 00
9 months.--

......... -- .................... ........................ . - .. -........ - .......

7,179 61
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C.-Statement slwwing tl~e surz,eys contracted for under th,e unexpended balance
iftlw approp1·iationfor thefiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
'1:1
,...~

0

<:)

<':!

ob

Style of work.

Name of deputy.

z§

]~
w. 0

~z

<:)

22
23

•

~~
o:l•'"'

Albert Pickering .•...•.... 1"p and subdivisional
William Ashley ........... Subdivisional ..•.•..
Total. .................

------ -----· ---- -·-·

'1:1

2d~

~8

Remarks.

~

350
170

$2,500
J' 200

5~0

3,700

---- ----

In progress.
Iu progress.

D.-Statement showing the number if townsl~ips surveyed during tlte year ending June 30, 1865, and the area of public land contained ~·n the same.
DESCRIPTION.

------~~---1

Township.
1 south . .. . .. .. ..
4 .. do ............
5 .. do.. .... .. .. ..
3 .. do ............
5 .. do ............
3 north ..........
4 .. do ............
3 .. do ............
4 .. do. . . • . . . . . . • .
5 .. do ............
2 .. do ............
3 .. do ............
5 .. do ............
6 .. do ............
3 .. do ............
4 .. do ............
5 .. do ............
6 .. do ............
5 .. do ............
6 .. do. • . . . . . . • • . .
l..do ............
5 .. do ............
6 .. do ............
7 .. do...... .. .. ..
1 south .. .. .. .. ..
7 nor th ..........
8 .. do........ ....
l..do ............

Area in acres.

Remarks.

Range.
66 west ..
66 .. do .. .
66 .. do .. .
67 .. do .. .
67 .. do .. .
68 .. do ...
68 .. do .. .
69 .. do .. .
69 .. do .. .
69 .. do .. .
70 .. do ...
70 .. do ...
65 .. do .. .
65 .. do ...
66 .. do .. .
66 .. do ...
66 .. do ...
66 .. do ...
67 .. do ...
67 .. do .. .
68 .. do .. .
68 .. do .. .
68 .. do ...
68 .. do .. .
69 .. do .. .
69 .. do ...
69 .. do ...
7l..do ...

22,929.90 Surveyed by Wm. Ashley, contract No. 16.
22,967.60
Do .................... d!J.
2:3,014.51
Do .................... do.
22,868.56
Do ...•................ do.
22,957.08
Do .........•.......... do.
22,990.90
Do .................... do.
22,875.14
Do .................... do.
22,935.64
Do .................... do.
23,148.61
Do .................... do.
23,069.39
Do .................... do.
21,985.14
Do ..•................. do.
14,940.80
Do ..............•..... do.
23,004.31 Surveyed by Hiram Witter, contract No.17.
22,937.04
Do .................... do.
23,034.38
Do ...•................ do.
22,937.04
Do .................... do.
23,073.84
Do .................... do.
23,060.71
Do .......•............ do.
22,993.12
Do .................... do.
23,001.16
Do .................... do.
23,007.05
Do .................... do.
23,037.60
Do .......•............ do.
23,012.77
Do .................... clo.
22,958.73
Do ...•................ do.
22,874.66
Do .................... do.
18,608.96
Do .................... do.
18,639.32
Do .................... do.
2,357.60 Surveyed by C. P. Moffett, contralt Nc. 19.
605, 151. 56
592, 131.43

Surveyed in 1864.
Surveyed in 1 8()~ and 1863.

Making. . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . • . • • . 1, 197, 282. 99

Acres surveyed in Colorado.

28 previously rep' d. .. .. .. ....
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F.
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, August 7, 1865.
SIR: I l1ave the honor to submit herewith my annual report upon the condition, wants, and resources of this surveying district.
PUBLIC SURVEYS.

No public surveys

]~ave

been contracted for or executPd in this district during
the past year, because, chiefly, of the continued hostility of tbe Indians.
SYSTEM OF SURVEYING.

I regret tl1at the bill which passed the House of Representatives during the
first session of the last Congress empowering the Commissioner of the General
Land Office to change the system of surveying in the Territories of the United
Btates, so as to conform the system to the wants of the country, failed to become
a law. I beg leave to refer to that portion of my annual reports for the years
1863 and 1864 devoted to this subject, and to again urge the importance to the
government and to the people of the 1'erritories of the adoption of this measure.
The surveyor general of Colorado, in his annual report of 1864, has a similar
rPcommendation with reference to surveys in the valley of the Rio Grande del
Norte and its tributaries. Some of his reasons are equally applicable to all of
tlte mountain tr.rritories. None but the irrigable lands can be cultivated; none
( thers, except the timber and mineral lands, will be sold, and therefore none but
· these should be :::urveyed.
.
I have Rgain to urge the justice of the claims of settlers upon the public
la·~ds who reside in towns or vmages in New Mexico and Arizona to a preemption or homestead right to the lands cultivated by them in the vicinity of
such town or village. rrhese pioneers, who settle upon the frontier and live in
constant warfare with the Indians; who, at the peril of their lives, reclaim and
cultivate the ~:?mall tracts of land in the neighborhood of the hamlet where
their families are gathered together for mutual protection, are justly entitled to
the considemtion and protection of the government. I trust Congress will
aeknowledge the justice of the claims of this class of settlers upon the public
domain, and so ame11d the pre-emption and homestead laws as to protect them
in their rights.
PRIVATE

CLAIMS.

No progress has been made by this office during the past year in the investigation of claims to land under grants from the governments of Spain and
:Mexico. The claim~nts seem to be satisfind with the present condition of their
titles, and therefore do not present them, considering, probably, that those
which are valid are so without any investigation or approval by this office, or
congressional action ; and that it i1:3 better not to bring to light those which are
doubtful or known to be invalid.
1 respectfully refer to that part of my annual reports fo.r the years 1862,
1863, and 1864 relating to these claims, and to urge that some action be taken
iu the premises which shall result in their separation from the public domain.
l\Ir. David J. :Miller, translator in this office, has, under my direction,
translated into English a large number of ancient Spanish manuscripts relating
to these claims.
1 am informed that the legislative assembly of the 'ferritory of Arizona
passed an act at its last session requiring the claimants under grants from
Spain or :Mexico to record their mnniments of title in the c:ffice of the recorder
of the county where the land claimed is situated prior to the first day of January,

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE

INTERIOR.

111

1866, under the pennlty, in case of neglect or failure, of being debarred the
privilege of maintaining actions in the courts of that 'l'erritory for th eir possession. rrhis is a step in the right direction, and I trust it will lead to the segregation of the valid claims from the public lands, eo that settlements and the
public t:urveys may be extended without danger of infringing upon private
vested rights.
EXPLORATIONS.

To enable me to act undcrfltandingly in contracting for work in the field, and
to fix upon th e initial point in Arizona for a meridian and base line for that
1'erritory, I left Santa l!..,e on the 7th of January last, and made an extensive
reconnoissance over that part of this district west of the Rio Grande, a full
report of which I made to your office in my letters dated March 13 and 1\Iay 24
of the current year, copies of which, with immaterial portions omitted, are hereto
annexed, marked A and B, and made part of this report.
·
MINES AND 1\JINI!\'G.

Less progress bas been made in the development of the mines of New :Mexico
and Arizona during the past year than was expected a year since. The hostility
of the Apaches and other tribes of Indians, and the absence of sufficient military force to give protection to the· miners, have prevented immigration to the
country and the investment of capital. Now that the rebellion is at an end, it
i.:; hoped that a sufficient fmce will be brought against these Indians to conquer
aud collect them upon reservations, and thus give peace and security tu the
country and people.
I find it impossible to ascertain, even approximately, what the production of
gold and silver has been during the year past. Some gold has been obtained
from washings at the old and new placers, twenty-five to thirty-five miles
south of Santa Fe. rrhe works erected at the old placer some years since, for
the reduction of the quartz of the Ortiz mine, have not been in operation during
the year. A quartz-crushing mill is now in process of erection about ten miles
south of th e Ortiz mine, ncar the new placer, for the reduction of the goldbearing quartz of that vicinity, many veins of which are being prospected and
found to be rich in the precious metals.
At Las Cruces furnac€;s for the reduction of the argentiferous ores found in
the Organ mountains, about fifteen miles east of that place, were erected last
winter, and have been in operation for several months.
At Pino Alto, about one hundred miles northwesterly from Las Cruces, there
are, I am infnrmed, between two and three hundred persons engaged in mining,
some in washing and others in reducing, by means of arrastms worked by
mules, the gold-beariug quartz, many veins of which, in addition to those forill(~ rly known and worked, have been discovered during the past y ear.
'l'hc range of mountains known in its different parts as the Mog·ollon, Sierra
Blanca, and San Francisco, forms a junction with the Sierra Madre, near Pino
Alto. Both ranges being mineral bearing, the vicinity of the point of intersection, according to the theory of geologists, is a region most favorable for the
exhibition of great mineral wealth. V r-ins of argentiferous galena and silver
ore, in other forms, have been discovered in that neighborhood; but none have
as y et been workPd. Copper mines of great richness and extent exist also in
that vicinity. rrwo of them, viz., the Santa Rita and Hanover, have been
extensively aml profitably worked. Iron ore in jnexhaustible quanlities, and
yielding a large percentage of metal, is also found near these mines of copper
and ~:ilver. '1'11e Pino Alto or Mimbres mountains arc covered with pine, cedar,
and oak timber, affording abundance of material for lumber and fuel, and timber
for all pnrpo::;es connected with mining. There is also a sufficient supply of
water.
If a strong military post were maintained at Pino Alto for a year or two
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sufficient to keep in subjection the Apache Indians, miners would flock thither,
taking with them capital and machinery, and the development of the mineral
wealth of that region would be speedy and certain.
I have little to add to what I have said in my letters of March 13 and
l\fay 24, hereto annexed, concerning the mines of Arizona. :Messrs. Vickery &
Co. passed through Albuquerque in June last, with a fine quartz mill, destined
for the mines near Prescott; and I have information that several mills have
been brought to that 'l'erritory from California, some of which, I suppose, are
now in operation.
Whenever we have conquered a peace with the hostile tribes of Indians, now
making every part of that Tenitory unsafe for the white man, labor will seek
that promising field, capital and machinery will follow, and Arizona will take
her proper place among the richest mining districts of this continent.
AGRICULTURE.

The cultivable lands of New Mexico and Arizona are confined exclusively to
the valleys of streams, affording facilities for irrigation. The most of the valley
lands are well adapted to this system of cultivation, the surface of the streams
at low water being rarely more than five or six feet below the common level of
the alluvial bottom on either side, and their descent is generally so rapid that
the water is easily conducted over the bordering lands.
The irrigable lands along the Rio Grande, the Gila and Colorado rivers, are
extensive, affording facilities for a wide system of irrigd.tion ; and, with the high
prices and ready market for all agricultural products, and the genial and
healthy climate, offer inducements for the immigration and settlement of the
agriculturist not presented by any other section of our country.
The agricultural products of New Mexico and Arizona include all the cereals
and most of the vegetables grown in a temperate climate. On the lower Gila
and on the Colorado of the West cotton and sugar-cane may be grown with
success. 'l'wo crops-one of wheat, succeeded by one of corn or beans-are
usually grown by the Indians inhabiting that region. Land which has been
under cultivation and producing crops annually for more than a hundred year::;
still, with the very primitive and slovenly culture of this country, produces
good crops when sufficiently irrigated. It is against all rule to renew the land
by manuring; the sediment deposited by the water used in irrigation serves
this purpose.
It appears by the census report of 1860 that there were in that year 446,075
bushels of wheat and 710,605 bushels of corn produced inN ew Mexico. 'l'his
includes also that produced in what is now the 'l'erritory of Arizona. It is
impossible to obtain any satisfactory statistics of the agricultural products of
these Territories since 1860. In 1861 and 1862 there was an invasion and
occupation of portions of both Territories by the rebel 'rexans, which interfered
seriously with agricultural operations for those years. 'J'he Indians have been
more than usually troublesome. The volunteers in the army were largely
taken from the agricultural class, thus diminishing the amount of labor. The
seasons have been unusually dry. All of these causes have contributed to
diminish production ; and hence, although there has been an increase in population, it is probable there bas been no increase in the agricultural products.
New Mexico and Arizona are peculiarly adapted to pastoral pursuits. The
table lands, and to some extent the mountains, are covered with most nutritions
grasses, affording excellent grazing throughout the year. One variety of the
gramma starts with the summer rains, and matures during the rainy seasonin July and August-and is cured as hay by the sun and wind of early
autumn. 'l'his variety bears a large amount of seed, anu furnishes excellent
grazing, equal almost to grain with hay. '.rhe blue or black gramma grows in
bunches, the lower joints of which remain green throughout the year. This
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variety, for a winter grnss, is more highly valued than that described above;
but I have never seen it further north than about latitude 36°. In southwestern Arizona there is a grass called the "galleta," which is highly prized.
Its habits are much the same as those of the black gramma, though unlike in
appearance, its leaves being broader and the stalk much larger. 'I'his grass I
have never seen north of latitude 34°. There are also other grasses, among
them the "saraton," a coarse grass, found upon the low bottoms and in wet
places; the buffalo grass, upon the plains, and the bunch grass of the mountains-the two latter excellent in their season. 'I'here are no flies or mosquitoes
to annoy the herds, and disease is almost unknown.
There is water during some portion (Jf the year, at convenient distances ; so
that nearly the entire surface of these Territories may be pastured whenever
the Indians are disposed of, so that flocks and herds may be kept with safety.
TIMBER.

Along or in the neighborhood of most of tl1e streams there is sufficient timber
for fuel and for other pnrposes of domestic use. All stock being herd ed, it is
not customary to fence the cultivated lands; hence little timber is used for this
purpose. The timber on the low grounds along the large streams is chiefly
cotton-wood and willow, and upon the mountains pine, fir, cedar, a scrubby oak,
and aspen. 'rhe pinon-a low variety of the pitch-pine, bearing au edible
nut-the cedar, and a variety of the live oak, grow upon the lower mountain
slopes and up<Jn the table lands, in many places forming dense furests. South
of latitude 35°, on the dry lands near the streams, and on the lower table land's,
the mesquit-a variety of the stcacia-forms in many localities the principal
growth, and furnishes an abundance of the best of fuel, the roots as wel.l as
the tree being used for that purpose. Along the mountain streams, and
especially along those in the middle and southern parts of the district, the walnut,
ash, hackberry, box-elder, cherry, cottonwood, and willow constitute the principal growth, the trees in places attaining sufficient size to be sawed into.
lumber.
As a rule, the mountains of New Mexico and Arizona are timbered, some of
them sparsely, blit others, for considerable areas, are covered with dense
forests. Exceptions to this rule occur in many of the isolated mountains
in western Arizona, in the region south of the Gila river, and in some of the
mountains east of the Rio Grande, south of latitude 35°.
MISCELLANEOllS.

I have received no communication of any character from Hon. Levi Bashford,
late surveyor general of Arizona, since that Territory was annexed to this district. I cannot learn that be entered into any contracts or performed any act
as surveyor general requiring the attention of this office.
N otbing further has been done with the suspended surveys of Mr. Thomas
Means, noticed in former reports.
There having been no additional surveys of the public lands executed in this
district since my last annual report, I do not accompany this report with a map.
The several documents accompanying this report are as follows, viz:
.
A.-Letter of March 13, 1865, report in part of exploration west of the Rio
Grande.
B.-Letter of May 24, 1865, conclusion of report of exploration.
C.-Estimates of appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
D.-Amount of expenditures for fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. CLARK,
Surveyor Gentral of ]{ew Mexico and Arizona.
Ron. J. M. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner of tl~e General Land Office, Washington., D. C.
8 I

The United States in account with the rdfice qf the surveyor general qf New Mexico and A·rizona on account rif salaries, mcidental
expenses and surveying for tlte fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.

~

SALARY ACCOUNT.

DR.
For expenditures during the third quartPr 1864 .
Do .................. fourth quarter 1864 ................ .
Do .................. first quarter 1865 .................. .
Do .........•.•...... second quarter 1865

$1,250
1, 250
930
1, 034

CR.

Brought forwarn ................................... ........... _
:Sy balance unexpended June 30, 1864 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5, 357 66

00
00
00
83

B{J!fl~-~~~-~~~i~~ _o!_ ~-~~~. ~~~ .1.~~~·. :~~·- ~~~-~-e-~~~. ~~~-e·r-~1- -~~~.
$4,464 83

~
~

:Sy appropriation of June 25, 1864, for translator............... 1

$4,464 83

4, 000 00
500 00

Unexpended balance.

~

t:tj

"d
0
t;d

9, 857 66

1-:3

5, 392 83

0

~

1-3

0:1

l:;l:j

Dit.

INCIDENTAL EXPENSE ACCOUNT.

CR.

rn
t:tj

For expenditures during the third quarter 1864 ................. .
Do ........••........ fourth quarter 1864 ................ .
Do .................. fir~tqnarter 1865 .. .
Do ..•..•............ second quatter 1865

$1J8
100
81
108

Brought forward' ............•......•.............. [........... .
By balance unexpenned June 30, 1864 . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3, 912 31
By amount received for sale of blank books to quartermaster...
27 00
By amount received for sale of copy~ng press to collector . . . . . . .
23 65

79
82
62
37
$409 60

$409 60

~
t:tj

1-:3

3, 962 96
Unexpended June 30, 1865

0

3, 553 36

~
~
~

0

~

1-3
DR.

SURVEYING ACCOUNT.

:E'or appropriation for Arizona per act of March 3, 1863 ..........
Do ............ New Mexico per act of June 25, 1864. .. . . .
Do ............ Arizona per act of June 25, 1864 . . . . . . . . . .

$5, 000 00
10,000 00
10, 000 00

1

- - - -1$25, 000

CR.

Brought forward .........................•......... , ......•..... , $25, 000 00
By travelling expenses of surveyor general, 1865............... . . . . . . . . . . . .
315 50
00

UnexpendedJune30, 1865

···-········--······--··- 1·-·······--·1

24,684 50

p::
t:tj

z
1-:3

~
~

1-4

0

?:'
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Santa

Fe,

JOHN A. CLARK, Surveyor General.

New Mexico, August 7, 1866.
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Estimates qf aprropriations required .for the office qf the surveyor g eneral oj
New Mexico and Arizona,.foT tlwfiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
ON SALARY ACCOUNT.

Compensation of-

Amount.

Surveyor generaL ..... .
Translator.. . . . . . .... Draughtsman...... . ..

$3,000 00
2,000 00
1,750 00

Total . . . • . . . ..•..

6,750 00

Remarks.
Compensation fixed by organic act of July 22, 1854 _
To perform also the duties of chief clerk.
To be also computer of surveys.

ON SURVEYING AND INCIDENTAL EXPENSE ACCOUNT.

Object of appropriation.

Amount.

For_ p_u?lic su.rvey~, continuin~ survey of base, meridian, township, anu subdlVlSIOnallmPs m New Mex1co ................ _________ .. ___ . ____ .. __ _
For_P??lic su~·vey~, co~tinuing survey of base, meridian, township, and subdl v1s1onal hnes m Anzona. _... - ______ .. _. __ . _______ .. _. _. _.... _. _.. .
For fuel, office rent, stationery and incidental expenses. __ .... ____ .. ____ ... _
For messenger and watchman-.... . .... _ ..... _____ . _. _..•...•..•.... _. _
TotaL ........... -........ - ....... - .. _. __ ... _.. _............... _

$7,500 00
10,000 00
1,000 00
200 00
18,700 00

JOHN A. CLARK, Surveyor General.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Santa

Pe,

New Mexico, August 7, 1865.

TuBAC, ARIZONA, March 13, 1865.
SIR: I left Santa Fe on the 7th of January in the stage for Las Cruces, where
I arrived on the 12th of the same month, expecting to proceed thence on the
16th, by way of Fort Bowie and Fort Goodwin, to this place; but MajorS. C.
Staples, paymaster United States army, (who had kindly invited me to join
his party, and under whose protection I proposed to travel,) was unavoidably
detained, so that I was unable to leave Las Cruces until the first of l!""ebruary,
on which day we took our departure with an escort of sixteen cavalry, and proceeded to Fort Cummings, sixty miles, on the road to 'rucson, where we remained four days, detained partly by a snow-storm which lasted two days and
nights. 'rhis post is situated at Cook's spring, a noted place at the mouth of
Cook's canon, on the east side of a low range of mountains which forms the eastern rim of the basin and valley of the Mimbres river and Lake Guzman, and
which connects, on the north and southwest, with the Sierra :Madre.
Leaving Fort Cummings on the 8th of February, we proceeded west, still
along the old overland mail route, to Fort Bowie, one hundred and ten miles,
where we arrived on the 14th. Remaining over the 15th, on the 1(ith we left
Fort Bowie. Retracing our route eighteen miles to the San Simon, (Santo
Domingo on the map;) thence our route was down that valley northwesterly
sixty miles to the Gila river; thence down the Gila a little more to the wes
thirty miles to a point opposite l!-...ort Goodwin; thence southwesterly up the
valley of the Tularoso, two and a half miles to the fort, which we reached on
the 21st, and remained there until the 27th. I was confined to the limits of the
post by rain and snow and the impassable condition of the whole country there_
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abouts during my stay, and could not for that reason examine the country in that
neighborhood, as I intended.
\Ve left Fort Goodwin, and returned by the same route to Fort Bowie. Remaining over one day, we proceeded thence, by the old ".rucson road, to a point
sixteen miles from "rucson; thence turning to the left, continuing nearly west,
we crossed the Santn. Crnz river about a mile above the old mission and church
of San Xavier del Bac; thence following up the valley of the Santa Cruz, on 1he
west side, arrived here yesterday; distance from Fort Bowie one hundred and
fifty miles.
Excepting in the valleys of the 1\fimbres, the Gila, the San Pedro and Santa
Crnz. I have hardly seen an acre of arable land west of the Rio Grande. The
valley of the Mimbres I described in the report of my reconnaissance in 1863.
The Gila river leaves a cRiion about twenty-five miles above where I first saw
it on my way to Fort Goodwin, and runs in an open valley for about one hundred miles to the mouth of the San Carlos, where it again canons for many miles
through the Pinaleiio mountains. The Gila here is a fine bold-running stream,
affording sufficient water through the year to irrigate the rich bottom lands bordering it. A short distance below the head of this open valley and extending
along the Gila for several miles are the ruins of an old pueblo and irrigating
canals still traceable. Broken pottery is scattered over the ground amid these
ruins, and also in many places below, indicating that the valley was once densely
po}Ju1ated by a people who resided in houses and possessed some of the arts of
civilization. The timber consists of cottonwood along the stream and on the
low grounds, and of mesquit on the uplands extending to the mesa. Upon the
mountains south there is cedar, and, it is said, also pine in the ravines. The
Burro mountains above the San Simon and Mount Graham, San Marcial and
:Mount Turnbull, bound this valley on the south from fifteen to twenty-five miles
distant; on the north there appears to be a continuous range of mountains parallel
with the river, the foot-hills approaching very near it.
It bas been proposed to attempt a settlement of the Apaches of Arizona upon
a reserve on the Gila river. If this should be the final determination of the
Interior Department, no more central point nor more suitable place could be
selected than this valley, making the east boundary of the reservation the foot
of the calion above Pueblo Viejo, and extending down the river as far as necessary to include sufficient arable land for their use.
~"'ort Goodwin is situated in about latitude 33° 10' and longitude 110° on the
Tularosa, a ~mall stream rising in a finp, spring about half a mile above the post
and sinking before it reaches the Gila, about three miles distant. It is favorably
situated as a base of operations against the Apaches. Fort Bowie is situated in
a pass of the Chiricahua mountains, in about latitude 32° 10' and longitude 109°
25 1• There is here a fine spring of water sufficient for the use of the post, which,
however, sinks after running a few yards.
The San Pedro, which I crossed sixty miles west of Fort Bowie, is a stream
about twenty links wide, rapid and now of considerable depth, but in the dry
season of course much diminished in size. It runs in a deep valley east of and
parallel with the Santa Catarina range of mountains. The alluvial bottoms bordering this stream are dry and average about one mile in width, a considerable
portion of which could be cultivated. The mesas east ~nd west of the river are
covered •with gramrna grass, affording excellent pasturage throughout the year,
rendering this one of the best stock-growing regions I have seen-the San Pedro
furnishing at all seasons sufficient water for stock. The only timber along the
San Pedro at and near the crossing is mesquit, which is sufficient for fuel. It
is said that as the stream approaches the Gila it is better timbered, having cottonwood and some ash and walnut, and that near the Sonora line there is also
cottonwood.
The Santa Cruz river at San Xavier del Bac is now a fine stream, of fifteen
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links wide, running in a wide valley well timbered with mesquit and some cottonwood. The mesquit is here larger than I have seen it elsewhere, resembling
a forest of scrubby oak in winter. ';['he stream affords but little water during
the dry season below Tubac, but it is said that crops of corn and wheat mature
without irrigation along the valley, and that water for stock, &c., can everywhere
be easily procured by digging a few feet in or near the dry channel. 'I'his valley from Tucson to the Sonora line contains a large amount of excellent land
for settlement and cultivation. I noticed on the way from San Xavier many
abandoned rancltos-the rancheros having been driven away and their improvements destroyed by the Apaches. At one ranch were the graves of seven of
these unfortunates, killed by the Indians.
Tubac is an old :Mexican town, said to have been a Pima village when the
Spaniards first came to this country, and afterwards occupied by the J esuits
as an appendage to their mission of Tumacacori about three miles above. The
church at this old mission is still standing, but somewhat dilapidated by time.
Tubac was entirely abandoned in 1861, after the protection of our troops was
withdrawn, and there are now but five or six Mexican families here. The
place is now garri::;oned by one company of California volunteers, affording
some protection to the miners in the vicinity.
The whole of our 'I'erritory south of the Gila river, except the valleys I have
described and a few other unimportant ones, is an elevated table-laud, intersected by mountain ranges trending almost uniformly to the northwest and
southeast, with low passes through them, giving them the appearance of isolated mountains, risiug from one thousand to four thousand feet above the level
of the plain. Gold, silver, copper, lead, and iron, and other metals and minerals,
are found in all these mountain ranges which have been explored, anu undoubtedly some of them may be found in each separate mountain throughout this
extensive region.

*

*

*

*

*

*
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The great obstacle to the development of the mineral wealth of Arizona, as
also of New Mexico, is the hostility of the Apache Indians. It is not safe
anywhere throughout this vast region for individuals or small parties to travel
or to attempt to work the mines. 'l'he Apaches may be met at any moment :
they have no abiding place, but roam about, in small parties, from one fastness
in the mountains to another, and, whenever they are in sufficient force and can
take our people at advantage, they attack, and the weaker party falls.
While at Las Cruces I employed a portion of my time iu examining the
records of Dona Ana county, and in questioning parties who were best informed, for the purpose of ascertaining the extent and validity of claims to
land, under grants from the republic of Uexico, in the valley of the Rio Grande
below Fort Craig. I made copious notes of the information gathered from
these sources, all of which I sent by mail to Santa Fe. On my return I will
forward to your office the result of my inquiries. I have also made inquiries
here of old residents informed upon this subject, and am smprised to find that
but a small portion of the valleys of the San Pedro and Santa Uruz is claimed
under grants from Spain or Mexico. 'l'he legislature of this Territory has
passed a law requiring all claims to land under geants from Spain or Mexico to
be recorded, within the pre::;ent year, in the office of the recorder of the county
where the land claimed is situated; in default of which claimants are debarred
the privilege of maintaining actions for their possession in any of the court.:; of
this 'I'erritory. This will probably bring to light all of these claims, and it
will then be possible to determine approximately how much of the land in this
region is public domain.
Until the Indians are disposed of I shall enter into no contracts for surveying
the public lands in any portion of this district south of the Gila.
I leave here on the 16th instant for Presco~t, and expect to go thence
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directly to Santa Fe, hoping to arrive at the latter place from 1st to 15th May.
rrhis reconnaissance is occupying more time than I anticipated, but I have been
unable to move more rapidly. I can only travel with a strong escort, and
therefore remain with Major Staples, who goes from here to pay the troops at
l!'ort Whipple, near Prescott, and thence to Los Pinos, on the Rio Grande.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. CLARK,
Surveyor General, New ll1exico and A'rizona.
Hon. J. M. EDMUNDS,
Com. o/ tlw Gen. Land Office, Wasl~ington City, D. C.
SuRVEYOR GE~ERAL's OFFICE,

Santa Fe, New Mexico, May 24, 186{).
SrR: In my letter to your office from Tubac, dated 13th March last, I gave
you some account of my journey and of the character of the country through
which I had passed up to that date. On the 14th of 1\farcb, in company with
Dr. Locke, of the Santa Rita Mining Company, and several other gentlemen, I
visited the Cerro Colorado mines, about twenty-one miles westwardly from
~'ubac.
M. 0. Davidson, Psq., superintendent, kindly furnished me with
every facility for examining the mines and works, and gave me all the information asked concerning them. The Arizona Mining Company, the owners of
these mines, are erecting reduction works here, and will soon be in readiness to
commeuce reducing the rich ores of the Heintzelman and numerous other veins
in this vicinity. The Enriguetta Mining Company, under the same superintendence, are also erecting works at the Enriguetta mines, about thirteen miles
southwest from the Cerro Colorado. I was shown some very rich ores from
these 1nines, but did not visit them. The superintendent has had a telegraph
line erected, connecting these two mining haciendas-the first and only line of
telegraph in that Territory : there is none in New Mexico.
I returned to Tubac on the 15th, and on the 16th left that place for Prescott.
l\Iy route was down the valley of the Santa Cruz, retracing the way travelled
to Tubac to a point about two miles above the 8an Xavier church, thence continuing down the valley at two miles the old mission and church of San
Xavier. This church, which has so often been described in official reports and
journals of travellers, begins to show signs of neglect and decay. Built of
brick, with arched roof, covered with cement, and without a beam or sLick of
timber, the Jesuits intended it as a monument, to last for all time, of their
energy, skill, and religious zeal. Considering that it has remained in the unskilful hands of the Papago Indians for nearly a century, it is in a most remarkable state of preservation ; but now the cement begins to fall from the
walls, aud the arched roof is cracked so as to admit the rain, and, unless
repaired, it will soon be in ruins. Around the church there is a considerable
town of Papago Indians, who cultivate the lands in the neighborhood, and
seem to be prosperous and happy.
Still following the valley of the Santa Cruz I reached Tucson, nine miles
from San Xavier. There is little cultivation after leaving the Papago fields
until we reaeh the immediate neighborhood of Tucson. Fear of the Indians
prevents settlements outside of the town. I noticed many vacant buildings in
Tucson: evidently the place is not flourishing. From Tucson my route was
still clown the valley of the Santa Cruz. At about seven miles from Tucson
the water disappears from the river, and from here to its junction with the Gila
below the Pima villages, except upon rare oceasions, there is no water in its
bed. Eighteen miles from Tucson I finally left this valley, the road diverging
towards the east, but continuing in nearly a northwest direction to the Gila
river, which I reached at Sacation station, eighty-seven miles from Tucson and
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eleven and a half miles above Casa Blanca; thence diverging a little towards
the south from the river, my course for twenty-three miles, to Maricopa Wells,
was nearly west. Here I left the old overland mail route, which l had followed from Tucson, and took the trail for Prescott, which runs nearly north, six
miles, to the Gila river. I found the river very high, but, fortunately, some
parties at Wickenburg had built and sent down a small boat, in which we
succeeded in crossing the wagons and baggage ; the horses and mules swam
safely over. From the crossing we proceeded down the river, twenty miles, to
the Rio Salado-a beautiful stream, clear and rapid, now about ten chains in
width. 1'he boat in which we crossed the Gila was brought down to the
mouth of the Salado and up that river ahout twenty chains to the point of
crossing, and we crossed safely onr wagons and baggllge without much detention.
Immediately opposite the mouth of the Salado, on the south side of the
Gila, there is a conical hill, about one hundred and fifty feet in height, upon
the pinnacle of which Mr. Bartlett, in making the survey of the boundary line
under the treaty with Mexico of Guadalupe Hidalgo, established a corner "to
mark the mouth of Salt river." I visited this monument, and found it compactly built of stone, circular, about eight feet diameter at the base, four feet
at the top, and eight feet high, with a post, four inches in diameter, projecting
from the centre of the top about six feet, upon 'vhich is marked'' United States and Mexican boundary survey, 1851. This monument erected,
in 1851, to mark the junction of the Gila and Salt rivers.
"A. B. GRAY, U.S. Surveyor."
The hill upon which this monument is erected is in fact a part of a short
mountain range which extends southeasterly from this point, called the Sierra
de la Estrella, but is separated therefrom by a narrow valley. It is a mass of
igneous rocks, and forms of it;:;elf a remarkable landmark; and, being situated
immediately opposite the mouth of the Salado or Salt river, the geographical
position of which has been determined,* and, with respect to the arable lands
of Arizona, being very central, I have selected it as the initial point for the
meridian of tbat Territory, subject to your approval.
From the crossing of the Salado my route was nearly northwest. At three
miles crossed the Agua ~.,ria, now dry, the bed of which is fully two hundred
yards wide, showing that oc~asionally great floods sweep down from the mountains
through its channel. At about forty-two miles reached the Hassayampa river ..
This is now a fine running stream, but at this point is usually dry; permenant
water is found about three miles above. From this point I followed up the
bed of the river about ten miles, the stream for most of that distance running in
a canon. At twelve miles, or fifty-four miles from the crossing of Salt river, I
reached the new mining town of 1Vickenburg. At this place and in the immediate·
vicinity there are in operation over fifty arrastms for reducing g·olcl-bearing
quartz, with a working capacity of about sixty tons per week. The quartz
being worked here is from the "Vulture" lode, situated about fifteen miles
southwesterly from the town. I remained over one day here, anc1 visited this
very remarkable lode. 'l'he vein or deposit is of a light-colored gold-bearing
quartz. At what seems to be the central point, for a distance northwesterly
anddsoutheasterly of three hundred feet or more, it is a hill or dike of quartz.
fully fifty feet above the surrounding level, and from fifty to one hundred feet
across at the base. 1'he vein extends northwardly and southerly from this hill
for a considerable distance, cropping out in places, and, wherever worked, has.
been found equally rich with the central deposit, but it is nowhere ascertained
to be as broad as here. Many specimens very rich in gold were shown me
* NOTE.-The geographical position of the monument referred to, as ascertained by Major
W. H. Emory, U. S. 'fop. Engs., is, latitude 33° 22' 57", longitude 11~ 0 15' 40''.
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taken from this vein, and I broke off from different places on the hill pieces of
quartz showing; particles of gold. It is estimated by the parties interested that
the quartz in the entire hill and for an indefinite distance below will yield at
least fifty dollars per ton of gold. Other veins near and parallel with the great
vein are found, also rich in gold. Traces of silver and copper are found in all
these veins.
Wickenburg contains a population of two to three hundred persons, nearly
all engag·ed in mining. It is situated on the right bank of the Hassayampa
rivez; whiclJ, at this point is usually dry, but an abundance of excellent water
js found by digging .
.lfy route was still up the bed of the Hassayampa from Wickenburg for ten
miles, thence leaving it, but continuing about the same course northwest eight
miles, reached a point at the foot of the mountain referred to in my letter of
September 24, 1863, as having upon its summit the very rich placer, worked
then by Mr. Jack Swilling. 'I'his placer has since been exhausted and abandoned.
The town of \Veaver is situated at the foot of this mountain, about two miles
east from this point. My route from this point was about due north for forty
five miles, thence, describing nearly a semicircle to the eastward, around Granite
mountain, I reached Prescott on the 8th of April.
I remained at Prescott and in that vicinity seventeen days, the most of my
time being occupied in examinations of the mines. Much less has been accomplished in the development of these mines since my visit in 1863 than I expected.
The want of sufficient protection against the hostile Indians, scarcity and exorbitant price of food and of everything required by the miner, scarcity of water
to ·wash gold from the placers, and absence of machinery to reduce the gold-bearing
quartz and the silver and copper ores, have operated to retard the settlement
of this portion of Arizona.
I visited many lodes of gold-bearing quartz and of silver and copper ore in the
"Hassayampa," ''Quartz Mountain," "Walker" and "Turkey Creek" mining
districts, and have examined spec:mens of quartz and ores taken from not less
than fifty different localities ; a m~jority of these specimens were of gold-bearing quartz. Many of them, upon being broken, exhibited gold, and others, when
powdered and washed, produced a good result of fine gold. The silver ores I
did not see assayed or tested in any manner, but was informed by Mr. Charles
Borger, assayer, at Prescott, that the "Benedict," "Goodwin," and many other
veins are exceedingly rich in silver, many of them yielding also a good percentage of gold,
Prescott, the present seat of government of Arizona, is located on Granite
creek, immediately opposite the point where I made my camp in 1863. The
town consists of fifty or sixty houses, mostly built of hewn logs. The streets
are regularly laid out. The site for a town is well selected. The ground from the
creek has a gradual ascent towards the southwest sufficient for drainage. An
abunaance of excellent water is obtaine<l by digging, and timber, for building
purposes, of the best quality, and for fuel, surrounds the town. It is of easy
access, both from the east and west, by good natural roads, and, if the seat of
government remains here, I see no reason why it should not become a considerable town.
The people in this vicinity, in May, 1864, met together and selected this townsite and elected three commissioners "to represent the interests of the general
government and those of the citizens of the Territory in the laying out, appraisement, and disposition of the lots, in accordance with the said act of Congress,"
referring to an act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, entitled "An act -for increasing the revenue by reservation and sale of town-sites on public land." I
obtained a copy of the record kept by these commissioners of their proceedings .
.Judge Brooks, one of the commissioners, and treasurer of the board, promised
to send me also a copy of the plat of the tuwn. When I receive the plat I will
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forward copies of the whole to your office, with such suggestions and recommendations as the case shall seem to require.
l!~ort Whipple is situated about one mile below Prescott, on the right bank of
Granite creek. It is a pleasant and convenient two-company post, with corrals,
quarters, &c., quite complete. One company of New Mexican volunteers and
one company 5th United States infantry are stationed here, Captain John Thompson, 1st New Mexico volunteers, commanding.
I left Prescott on 25th April for Santa Fe, via Fort Wingate and Los Pinos.
I followed almost precisely the same track made by me in 1863, nearly one
hundred miles, to the Whipple or Beale 1·oad, and thence by that road-which I
also followed in 1863-to the Rio Grande, thence to Santa Fe, where I arrived
on the 19th instant, as I advised you by letter of that date.
In former letters and reports to your office I have freely given my opinion of
the mineral wealth of Arizona. In my late tour I have had a better opportunity
than ever before of judging of the extent of these mineral resources, and am
gratified in being able to say that I have nothing to retract of all I have written
upon the subject. Labor, capital, and machinery are only required to be properly applied to prove to the world that I have rather underestimated than overstated the number and great richness of these mines.
'rhe general impression with regard to Arizona is, that it is a region made up
of arid deserts, covered with an endless variety of cactus and other thorny plants
and shrubs, and barren rocky mountains. This is true to a certain extent; it is
true of a considerable portion of the country over which the old overland mail
route passes; it is also true of a good part of the route over which the Beale or
Whipple road passes; but it is not true of the Territory as a whole.
The valleys of the Gila, Salado, San Francisco, and Colorado rivers, with their
affiuents, under proper culture, would produce bread for more than two millions
of people. Horses, cattle, and sheep, almost without limit, may be pastured
upon the plains and mountains during the entire year, so that there is never any
necessity for providing food for stock not in use; nature does this abundantly.
Nearly all of the arable land therefore, may be cultivated to produce food for
men. I estimate the irrigable land of Arizona at not less than one million acres.
Upon at least one-third of it two crops each year may be grown, viz: a crop of
wheat or barley, to he succeeded by corn, beans, &c. A very large portion of
these lands will grow cotton and sugar-cane. ln cultivating the lands along
the Colorado, Gila, and Salado rivers, it will require the united action of many
persons or large capital to dig the netessary canals and erect the dams to divert
the water from the beds of these rivers. Co-operation in these matters will of
course follow the settlement of the valleys, and, as there shall be demand in the
, adjacent mines for their wheat and barley, cotton, tobacco, and sugar, the farmers
will use the necessary means to supply it.
'.rhe Indians, except the Pueblos, throughout the Territory are at open war
with us, rendering it unsafe for t~ingle persons or small parties to travel, and
equally unsafe for farmers and miners to pursue their avocations unless in numbers sufficient to meet and :fight the;n. Stock cannot safely be left at large an
hour without a guard. Indeed there is little stock left to the people; the Indians
have stolen nearly all that has been taken to the country.
General Mason has been ordered to the Territory, with between two and three
thousand men, and it is hoped that during the present year he will chastise and
subdue the Indians, and give such protection to the country as that peaceful immigrants may be attracted thitherward, and the resources of the 'l"'erritory be developed.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. CLARK,
Surveyor Geneml if New Mexico and ATizona.
Ho~. J. M. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner General Land Office, WasMngton City, D. C.
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G.
Annual report qf the Fnited States surveyor geneml for CalifoTnia and
Nevada, 1864-'65.
UNITED STATES SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

San FTancisco, California, September 15, 1865.
StR: In compliance with instructions from the department, I herewith
submit my annual report, in duplicate, in reference to the surveys executed in
the States of California and Nevada, and other operations of this office, during
the year ending June 30, 1865.
I also forward statements of the business appertaining to this surveying
department, to accompany the report, as follows, to wit :
A.-Statement of contracts during the year 1864-'65.
B. Statement showing the number of miles surveyed in California and Nevada,
to June 30, 1865.
C.-Statement of account of appropriation for surveys of public lands and
private land claims in California and Nevada, 1864-'65.
D.-Statement of account of appropriation for the compensation of surveyor
general and clerks, 1864~'65.
E.-Statement of account of appropriation for rent of office and other inci~
dental expenses, 1864-'65.
}-\-Statement of field-notes of public surveys sent to Washington during
the year ending June 30, 1865.
G.-Statement of descriptive notes, decrees of court, &c., relative to private
land claime, to accompany plats for patent, compiled for transmission to the
department at Washington, 1864-'65.
H.-Statement of plats made in office, 1864- '65. ·
I.-S tatement of examinations and reports made to the department for patent,
of all subdivisional surveys heretofore pre-empted or selected, under act of
Congress in relation thereto.
K.-Statement showing the number and present condition of surveys of
private land claims, under instructions from this office, 1864-'65.
L.-List of lands surveyed in California and Nevada, 1864-'65.
M.-Estimate for surveying service in California and Nevada, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1867.
In addition to the office-work, as set forth in the foregoing Rtatements, the
employes have been engaged in the following duties, viz :
1. Copying the correspondence of this office.
2. Making out contracts in triplicate.
2. Making out instructions for surveys of private land claims, in duplicate.
4. Examination of field-notes of public surveys returned by deputies.
5. Examination of field-notes and tablings of surveyR of private land claims
returned by deputies.
6. Examination of location of surveys of private land claims.
7. Making sketches to accompany contracts of public surveys and private
land tlaims.
8. Keeping in order the records of plats and field-notes of public and private
surveys.
9. Keeping in order the Spanish and Mexican archives, and records of the
late board of land commissioners.
10. Making out quarterly accounts and certificates to vouchers.
11. Making out accounts and bonds of deputy surveyors, for surveys
executed.
12. Posting the books of accounts and records appertaining to the business
of the office.
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13. Exhibiting the archives and commission papers, records and plats to
parties interested, and making the nece~sary explanations.
14. l\Iaking out in quadruplicate the annual synopsis and report, with
accompanying statements.
'rhe estimate for the year ending .June '30, 18G7, with regard to the survey of
lands in California, is for running and establishing the lines necef'\~ary for subdivision work within the grant to the Central Pacific and the Western Railroad Companies.
The estimate for surveys in Nevada is for extending the fourth standard
parallel to the east line of the State, thus furni::;hing a base for subdividing
numerous townships north of the Reese River district and south of the Humboldt district. Many of these townships comprise -valleys well adapted to
agriculture, and the expense fOI' the subdivision thereof, I am informed, would
be met by the settlers, under the act of May 30, 1862.
rrhe exterior lines of the Indian reservations should be surveyed and
permanently :fixed.
The subdivi:sion work within the railroad grant, as far east as the Big
Bend of the Truckee river, should be pushed forward as rapidly as possible.
Should there be an excesg of appropriation over the requirements of the railroad service, the same could be advantageously used for the survey of numerous
timbered districts of California and Nevada.
The estimate for clerk-hire is placed at a low figure, in view of the settlement
of swamp lands, railroad business, and other claims in the two States, the
:field-work and records of which daily require work, care, and attention.
The balance, as shown in the statement of the account of appropriation for
the survey of public lands and private land claims on the first of .July last, is
$61,024 60.
Up to this 1ime there are ontst~nding contracts, the field-work of which is in
process of completion, and a portion under examination in this office, all of which
amount to some $40,000. The remainder will be dedicated to such work as
the exigencies of the service may require.
In the statement of the account for compensation of clerk hire, &c., there is a
balance to the credit of the office of $1,761 95, principally accruing from
deposits made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company towards the close of
the :fiscal year.
As returns for public surveys bordering on the said railroad are rapidly
accumulating in the office, requiring an extra forcr, I shall use this amount
for that purpose. The sum asked for is barely sufficient for the coming :fiscal
year.
1'he public surveys during the past year in California have been principally
confined to townships in which the settlers requested the measurements of their
claims, and for which they deposited the necessary funds, under the act of
Congress of l\Iay 30, 1862. 1'hese lines embrace the rejected claim of _the
rancho " San Antonio," whereon the city of Petaluma is situated.
From the amount of appropriation for surveys of public lanch, there have been
subdivided five fractional townships near Honey lake, within the railroad
district. Also various townships bordering on the Sutter grant of "N ew Hel-vetia," the boundaries whereof are finally settled, have been subdivided.
r.rhe surveys of pri\·ate land claims, as set forth in statement marked "K,"
have been made during the past year, the expenses whereof haYe been defrayed
from the funds deposited by the owners thereof.
Another year's experience leads me to renew the recor.1mendation which I
suggested in my b ,st annual report, in respect to the surveying of several of those
valleys and other tracts remote from the present public lines of survey, the
fertility of which cannot but attract the husbandman and other rural settlers,
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who seek to secure homesteads amidst suitable :lgricultur~l lands or pasture
ranges in these western regions. In order to survey these isolated tracts, and
avoid the necessity of extfmding many an unnecessary long line to connect
them in the ordinary manner, which, under the best circumstances, never fails
to involve some errors in measurements, some other system of ascertaining and
determining their position should be adopted less exposed to inaccuracies.
Tn such cases, in a large territory, the deputy surveyor could be instructed
to determine the position by establishing the latitude and longitude of some
prominent point in each separate tract, and then proceed in the usual way of
measuring exterior and subdivision lines. The closing upon certain establidhed
lines from different directions, and by different surveyors, shows that notwithstanding their earnest wishes to preserve uniformity in their measurements, errors
are daily committed, unavoidable under the present system, resulting often from
the roughness of the country and the extreme difficulty and great loss of time
which otherwise would be required in ascertaining the precise variation of the
needle at very short intervals through extensive tracts more or less impregnated
with minerals, which greatly disturb its fixity to a calculated point of the horizon,
known as local attraction, a bugbear to the land measurer, whose wishes are to
speedily perform the conditions of his contract, with as little loss of time as
possible, in order to derive a remuneration which, in the display of much science
and delicate observations, might be rendered fruitless, if not ruinous, at the prices
they receive, by the length of time that such observations would require.
The extension of public township lines over various mining regions should,
in my opinion, be prosecuted with a view to future legislation, and to accurately
determine the position of many important tracts, which, from their natural
resources, might attract an industrious population, and hereafter present the
agreeable spectacle of productive settlements, and villages teeming with happy
inhabitants.
Various tracts of timbered land in some of the interior regions of this
surveying district, from which, in their present condition, th ere results neither
benefit to the government nor to the settler, might be disposed of to purchasers
who should be inclined to obtain them at a less cost than the government price
for other lands already surveyed, where the woodman could render them profitable to himself, and clear tracts which hereafter might be made productive in a
variety of ways through agriculture, the pasturing of herds, and otherwise, in
proportion as they should become settled.
It has long since been a desirable object to segregate the swamp and overflowed
lands dOP~ted by government to California, as well as the other land claims
thereof, arising from the 16th and 36th section grant, the 500,000 acre grant,
and the 72 sections granted for a seminary of learning; but the department is
already aware of the reasons and drawbacks which have retarded the segregation
of the first, and the slow progress in the entire separation of the other grants of
this cla~s, iu which the State is concerned to such a very great extent.
For the extension of lines and survey of lands near the boundary separating
California from Nevada I had occasion to apply to the authorities of the latter
State, who very promptly transmitted to this office complete field-notes and map
of the survey of said boundary, so far as it had been established. 'rhis work
was done at the expense of those States, and I hope that the department will
authorize this office to adopt it, and sanction its being placed on file among the
records. A transcript and map of that work shall be forwarded to your department as soon as it can be done by the proper persons in the office, who are
at present engaged in more preasing matters.
The survey of private land claims is a slow operation, but it cannot be hastened; for, in the first place, it depends upon the action of the courts in their
final decisions respecting such claims; and then, again, the owners frequently
manifest a reluctance to have them measured off at tileir own expense, and thus
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forbear making the proper application for the segregation thereof, principally
through want of means. In the northern district of California there is only a
small portion of this class of claims which remains unsurveyed; the greater
portion of those claims was surveyed at the expense of the United States,
leaving out such ones as were of comparatively small value, to be surveyed at
the expense of the owners. It is in the southern district where there is still a
large number remaining unsurveyed, principally owned by the native Californians, whose fortunes were involved in the raising of cattle, nine-tenths of
which, in many instances, were swept away by last year's drought, thus impoverishing their owners and those who depended upon them. Under such
circumstances it is impossible for the great majority to incur the expense of
such surveys. I would, in consequence, suggest a recommendation from the
department, that the law requiring such surveys at the expense of the owners
be repealed, and this class of work closed up as rapidly as possible, under
an appropriation for that purpose, leaving for the market the excet~s which may
accrue as public lands, as soon as that work should be done. In this conncx
ion I would remark that under the new system the settlers frequently manifest
a desire to have the subdivision lines of their claims run at their own expense;
but when they learn that they must defray the expenses of all the lines susceptible of subdivision in their townships, they think it unjust to have to contribute
to the costs of a work in which, individnally, they have no interest, and t1ns
desist and fail to make the necessary deposit.
RESPECTING STATISTICS.

It would be a source of sati:;;faction to be able to present a report founded upon
accurate statistics, but this office is not in pos:::ession of the necessary means of
information to render it as acceptable as a statement of well digested facts might
prove.
Even if a statement correct enough in substance could be given of a few
years' experience on such matters in general. the time elapsed would be too
short for this new country, and thP manner too indefinite to make the appreciation valuable in all the extent of its importance. But when sources of information are not sufficiently reliable; when the observations of one year do not
apply to another period of equal length, and no record has been taken of many
interesting branches of industry, the conclusions from those imperfect observations could not prove satisfactory in determining the rate of progress. This requires the close observation of several consecutive yearR. But there are facts
so self-evident, in respect to the productions and wealth of this country, as to
require but little observation, unaided by official statistics, to appreciate its great
natural resources, as for example, in
AG RICULTL'RE.

There are valleys and extensive plains in the northern district of California
with numerous plants and esculents, while fruit, delicate to the taste, and of
rare varieties, is cultivated with unbounded succees. Amidst this abundance,
there is, however, one great draw back. It is the uncertainty of rain, the want of
which occasionally causes an almost total failure of crops. In the southern district not much attention is paid to agriculture, altl10ugh in horticulture there
are many tracts which yield delicious fruit in great abundance, and where the
vire is cultivated to a great extent; but cattle-raising has been its greatest resource. Yet, one or two consecutive years of drought, a circumstance not altogether uncommon, may almost or utterly ruin the ~razier, hy reason of the
aridity of a great portion of that parched soil, and the consequent destruction
of the grasses upon which his horses and cattle depend for subsistence. Many
and numerous are the droves of cattle and flocks of sheep which lately had to
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be driven far to the mountains in the interior to save a remnant of a once
flourit'hing and numerous stock.
"\Vith regard to California, in general, much of this destruction in the crops
might be prevented by means of proper irrigation ; but this is a herculPan work,
requiring laborers, who here find more profitable employment in other business;
besides the fact that ·the amount of capital needed for that purpose will, for
very obvious reasons, be turned to other objects for some time to come, but irrigation is a subject of the greateet importance to California. If a system of
irrigation like that existing in Italy, for instance, could in time be introduced,
it would render California what Italy is to Europe-the garden of America,
rivalling it in fruitfulness, as it does in its blue sky :md genial temperature;
but it requires a numerous community, with habits of patient industry, and this
leads me to speak of
POPULATION.

' Population here, in respect to numbers, is comparatively insignificant, as such
immense tracts of country as California and Nevada possess can maintain a
vast population. Unfortunately, its present limited numbers seem disproportionately distributed. fJ.'he city of San .Francisco alone contains, it is thought,
one-fifth of the residents of California. How these and those of other populous towns are maintained and supported would afford matter for an essay on
political economy, irrelevaut in this succinct recital.
MINERALS.

The wealth in mineral productions is well recognized. Steamer after steamer
carriPs away vast treasureE;, the produce of the States of California and Nevada.
In july last, for instance, some $3,300,000 were shipped from this port .
.Mining now is quite different from what it was ten or twelve years ago. The
"placers," or surface diggings, then occupied most of the miners, but these, as
well as the river beds aud flats and creeks, are nearly all exhausted. It is now
necessary to follow quartz lodes deep into the bowels of the earth to extract
mineral wealth. Formerly, the poor man could, with but little preparation,
obtain a rich compensation for his work; at present, his labor is much harder,
and he works at low wages for some company engaged in quartz mining or
deep hydraulic diggings. Ind eed, men without means cannot undertake mining
works that require steam, and engines, and vast preparations, which in many instan c.: es do not pay. IL is true that large quantities of the precious metals are
extracted from quartz lodes, but comparatively few of these costly mining estab
lishments pay, while many fail to produce enough to meet the expenses of
working.
GE~ERAL

REMARKS.

Of the $3,300,000 shipped in .T uly last, it would appear that two-thirds went
to for~ign countries. 'l'he reasons are obvious : they were the war-risk and
the want of manufactories on the Pacific coast. A country without manufactures, experience teaches, cannot long continue in a flourishing state.
Its raw material, if it produces any, are exported, and it receins in return
manufactured articles; but this entails a heavy tax in the expenses of transportation, duties, and various other costs too numerous to enumerate, which the
consumers have to pay.
Thus capltal is driven out, and the country becomes thereby impoverished.
It is true, however, that these evils are only temporary. fJ.'he American people
know too well how to appreciate such vast interests, and, with their habits of
industry, the time is near at hand when they will be remedied.
Among the sources of wealth, the discovery of petroleum and i~s kindred sub-
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stances have, of late, created much excitement. They are found in many parts
of California, principally along the belt of country bordering on the Pacific
ocean. Natural exudations of oil, varying in density from 16° to 35° Beaume,
can be traced seeping through the sandstone formation, and showing at the surface, accompanied, more or less, with gas and water. This oil-belt commences
in Humboldt county, passes through Mendocino, Marin, Contra Costa, Santa
Clara, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Los Angeles. It is also found in
the interior counties of Colusa and Fresno. These surface indications are found
principally on the public lands, except in the counties of San Luis Obispo, Santa
Barbara, and Los Angeles, where the country is covered almost wholly with
private grants under the late Mexican government.
In the Mattole district, Humboldt county, numerous compar.ies have Leen
formed and are at work prospecting with steam and hand for the lighter petroleum, which experience in the eastern States shows to exil't beneath the surface,
at a greater or less depth.
This question once solved, and California will have added to her other exports
one which may rival those of the precious metals.
Prospfcting is also being pushed forward in other parts of tlw State, under
the auspices, in some instances, of capital from New York, Philadelphia, and
other points in the eastern States.
On my return from the Hoopa Valley reservation, where my public duties had
called me on a commission to appraise improvements, &c., I called on the register of the Humboldt district. Speaking of these lands, he informed me that
the instructions from your department withdrew the lands supposed to contain
petroleum fr om sale or entry, upon the ground that it was the policy of the government to treat such lands in the same manner as saline or lead mines. 'fhe
practical effect of these instructions has been simply to withdraw the lands from
those who were willing to pay for them, and place them in the bauds of those
claiming to hold under the mining laws established by themselves.
The courts of California recognize the organization of a mining district and
the laws made thereat. There is nothing to prevent a few men from organizing
a district, putting down eighteen names, who will redeed to them, declaring the
extent of each claim one mile on the lead by one-half mile in wiqth on each side,
and thus becoming owners of a large extent of country under the plea of being
miners.
1!-..or the permanent development. of this class of lands a perfect title is required.
Capital will not invest from twenty to one hundred thousand dollars on a possessory right. A large proportion of these lands are not fit for agriculture or
grazing, and could not, under other circumstances, be sold.
I would therefore suggest to the department, as the correct policy, that the
lands be sold in 160-acre tracts, at a stated price per acre, giving preference to
those who, since the date of the withdrawal of such lands, have occupied and
worked the same for this specific purpose. The results would be:
First. '.rhe settler would obtain a perfect title, and could either work himself,
or interest sufficient capital to assist him.
Second. The United States would be paid a fair price for many tracts of land
which otherwise would never come into market.
Third. 'l he prospecters would be confined to 160 acres each, and, in the event
of striking oil, the United States would receive large revenues from the internal
revenue tax, which amounts to a royalty of one-fifth.
This is a new subject to Californians, and I merely suggest what strikes me
as the proper way of developing the enterprise, and at the same time paying
the government for the land so used.
In the great belt of land extending from 1\iariposa to Shasta, in which considerable mining operations are carried on, there are large portions of arable
land intermined with mineral tracts. Three-fourths of the inhabitants thereof
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are engaged in agricultural pursuits, and some of the orchards and vineyards are
among the finest in the State .
.E'rom the summit of the Sierra Nevada to the foot-hills on the western side,
there is an extent of land averaging from seventy-five to one hundred miles in
breadth, which comprises rich arable and mineral lands. A zone of fifty miles
of it in width contains many rich valleys between the spurs of the Sierra. These
lands should be surveyed in view of their capability to support a dense population. Immigration cannot fail to be attracted from the eastern States to those
rich mountain lands. In this range is embraced one of the finest regions of
white sugar-pine timber.
East of the meridian of Red Bluff, and north and south of that point, there
lies a vast extent of land, one hundred miles or more in length, and about one
hundred miles in breadth, on an average. '!'his square sh<mld also be surveyed
in due time, as it contains no minerals of importance. Its products could readily
find a market, transportation being either by road or river.
•
"\Vith such great resources the Pacific States cannot but soon become the home
of millions of inhabitants. There is plenty of room; let them come and increase
and replenish this land, which offers so many advantages to the industrious laborer, and to all who need lands, or wish to engage in mining, commercial, or
mechanical pursuits.
By the statement of the work hereto annexed, and transcript of notes in reference thereto, and by the contracts I have, from time to time, forwarded, the
department can form an exact opinion·of the work done, and of that which is
being accomplished in the field, both in California and Nevada, all in proportions
as the appropriations for that purpose have allowed.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. UPSON,
United States Surveyor General.
Hon .•J. M. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner General Land Office, TVasl~ington, D. C.

A.-Statement

of

contracts ente?·ed into by tke United States sunJeyor general for California and Nevada witlt deputy su1'veyors
during tkefiscal year 1864-'65.

Name of deputy.

Date of contract.

George H. Thompson, (C ) .
William W. Fitch. (C.) ... .
Ephraim Dyer, (C.) ...... ..
Gilbert \Y. Colby, (C.) .. ..
JohnS. Murray,(<..:.) .... .
A. \V. l\lf'PhN~nn, (f'.) .. .
Horace B. Martin, (C.) .... .
Clmrle::; T. Healy, \C.) ... .
James E. Freeman, (C.) ..
JohnS. Murray, (C.) .. - ..

August 5, 1864 ....
Septen1ber 8, 1864
~< ptem her 1:~, J 8()4
Srptember 30,1864.
October 17, 1864 ...
November 1, 1864 ..
November 15, 1864 ..
November30, 18G4..
Decen1ber 5, 1864 ..
December 21, 1864 ..

George H. 'rbompson,(C.) ..
S. Mil!ington, (C.) ... _ . _..
Eplm:um Dyer, (C.) ...... ..
IIemy Hancock, (C.) .... ..
William H. Plater, (C.) ... .
Ephraim Dyer, (C.) ....... .
John Wallace, (C.) .. ..
Porter C. lie<:tur, (N.) .... _.
Butlerlves, (N.) .......... .
James E. Freeman, (C.) .. .
James T. Stratton, (C.) ... .
Ephraim Dyer, (C.) ....... .
S. W. Foreman, (N.) ...... .

December 31, 1864 ..
February 3, 1865 ...
1<\·brnary 25, 1865 ..
March 7, 1bli5 .... .
Mareh 10, ltl65 ... .
March] 5, 1865. __ ..
March 17, 1865 .... .
April20, 1865 .... ..
April20, 1865 .• ___ .
May 13, Jt)65 .. __ ..
1\lay 17, 1865 .... ..
May 24, 18f'5 .... ..
.June 27, 1865.... ..

Location of work.

Amou'tof
contract.

Remarks.

pj
~

(0

Mount Diablo meridian, N. and W. _. _... ___ .. $440 00
:\luuut Diablo meridian,~- am1 \V ...... -----600 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E ........... . 3,000 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E ........... .
454 00
Humboldt meridian, S. and \V. _........ ____ .
500 011
)f 01mt Diablo meridian, S and \V .......... . 1,050 00
7~0 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and \V ..••.......
3..:0 00
)I omit Diahlo meridian, S. and 'V ........... .
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and W ........... . 1,0:29 00
_
} 3,000 00
:Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E ...... _. ____ .
120 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and 'V. _.. _.. ____ .
474 00
Mount Diablo meridian, S. and E ...... _. ____ . 1,500 00
San BNn :mlino llleridian, N and W; and S. and \Y 2,500 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and W. ____ .. ____ .
904 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E ........ _... 1,000 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E .......... .. 3,000 00
Mount Diablo meridutn, N. and E .. _....... _. :~. 600 00
Mount Tlinhlo meri<lian, N. and J<j ______ .... .. 3,600 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E ... _.. . .... . 7,000 00
200 00
Mount Diablo meridian, S. and vV .•.•...• _.. .
Muunt lJiablo meridmn, N. aud E .......... .. 8,000 00
Mount Diablo meridian, N. and E ........... . 7,500 00

H~~~~~~~: -~~~-~l~i~_u: -~~ ~~~- ~~· -~~~ -~·- -~~~

Special deposit, (closed.)
Sp cial rlt>posit, (closed.)
Charged to uprrnpriation, (dosed.)
Special deposit, (closed.)
Special deposit, (closed.)
Special deposit, ( clo"ed.)
Special depo~i t, ( elosed.)
Special deposit, (clos<'d.)
Special deposit, (closed.)
5 T. J S., K ~ W., special deposit, ( eloscd.)
~ Balance charged to appropriation.
Special deposit, ( closeJ.)
Special deposit, (chlsed.)
Charged to appropriation.
Charged to appropriation, (closed.)
Special deposit, (dosed.)
Charg-ed to appropriation, (closed.)
Charged to appropriation.
Charged to appropriation.
Uharg-ed to app opriation.
Charged to appropriation.
Special deposit, (closed.)
Charged to appropriation.
Charged to appropriation.

"t1
0
~
~

0

"".:l

1-3

I:Il
~

00.
~

0

~

trl

1-3

>

~
~

0

bj

~

::q
trl
~

z~

~
~
~

Contracts marked " C, '' for

survey~

in California.

Contracts marked "N," for survt.>ys in Nevada.

0

:0
1--1~

c:.c

o/ number o/ miles surveyed in California and Nevada to June

B.-Statement

~

30, 1865.

C,).!)

0

Meridian.

Base.

Meander.

Traverse.

Standard.

Township.

Section.

Remarks.
~

Ns.

chs.

lks. I Ms.

chs.

lks. I Ms.

chs.

lks.

Ms.

chs.

2 75

lks. I Ms. chs. lks.

42

I ••• •

•

•

• •

•

•

•

Ms. chs.

lks.

Ms.

efts. lks.

5 77

65

10

04 58

8 02 13

•

3 71

02 ' -- - - -- -- - - --

2

15

30

14

33

01 , ______ ------

5 79 50
4 08 00
9 76 82
10 70 40

--------·---·--14 21 98 ,----- .. ----15 75 67 ------ .. ----

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~-~ ~; :)~ ~ ~ ~~;-;;;]:::: :~:: ~~::~~:I:;-~;:--;;:::: _I·;;:::;:;;;
3

19 40 ~------

·I·

333

60 57 1 696 39

49 1 3,966

73
35
29

1141 !2, 66664

62
45

18 12,73127

95
90
16

5 07 70
22 53 91

-----l--· ---- .... ---19 79 20
23 78 00
7 04 20

7 70 32

·3:3o-- 6o- -57 696-- 39- -49 · \ 3, 96!

8 24
2 74
1 44

·I

42
34
40

28 21
57 74

35
41
34

39 1
612
34 75,355

53

70

73,75, 967

43 1 20,377

24
35

92
00

5 10 74

39
31

35

68
51

175 76 65
55 87
8 61 70
40 51 31
43 65 62

12 .. _________
12s
41 95 35 43 I 20, 249
95

47 76

4 21 84

01 55
38 65
17 41

tr:l

G. H. Thompson, contract December
31, 1864.
G. H. Thompson, contract August 5,
1864.
E. Dyer, contract February 25, 1865.
E. Dyer, contract March 15, 1865.
E. Dyer, contract February 25, 1865.
E. Dyer, contract August 5, 1862, and
September 13, 1864.
E. Dyer, contract September 13, 1864.
J . T. Stratton, contract March 2, 1865.
J. E. Freeman,contractDecember5, 1864.
J. E. Freeman, con tract December 5, 1864.
A. W. Von Schmidt, contract March 27,
1864.
C. T. Healy, contract November30, 1864.
A. W. McPherson, contract November 1,
1864.
E. H. Dyer, special instructions, March
27, 1865.
W. W. Fitch, contract September 8,1864.
W. H. Plater, contract March JO, 1865.
J. S. Murray, contract December 31, 1864.

19

321
Miles smveyed 1864-'65.
05 Miles surveyed as per last report.

50

37

:n

~

0

~
~

0

~
~

0::
t;J:j

l:'IJ

trl

0

~

trl
~

>~
~

0

~
~

~

trl

zH~

trl
~

H

Total miles surveyed to June 30, 1865.

0

~

C.-Statement rif account qf appropriation for tke surz:elf of public lands and private land claims in California and Nevada during
tlu fiscal year 1864-'65.

DR.

CR.

1864-'65.
July 26
26
30
Nov.

ll

Dec.

]

10
15
15
22
1865.
Jan.
14
Feb.
2
17
March 2
3
April

1
6

May

12
12

To Visalia Delta, (advertising) ..................
To Los Angeles News, (advertising) .............
To T. Sprague, survey rancho Canada Larga .....
To J. Johnson, contract of September 10, 1863 ...
To G. H. Thompson, contract of August 5, 1864 ..
To S. Millington, contract of April 9, 1864 .......
To S. Millington, (for repayment excess deposit) ..
ToW. H. Gaddis, (for repayment excess deposit).
ToM. Bemmersly, (forrepaymentexcessdeposit) .
To J. S. Murray, contract of October 17, 1864 .....

$15
18
226
181
4;)9
234
17
16
26
390

00
00
06
05
38
99
01
24
72
89

1864-'65.
July
1

~

By balancP ....................................
By amount of appropriation, 1864-'65 ............
By amount certificate-s of deposit with tho United
States as:,;istant treasurer, San Francisco ........
By amount of certificate of deposit by the Central
Pacific Railroad Company of California.--- ---.

$B,581 64
50,000 00
7,323 15
2,512 00

I

trj
"t:j

0

~

0

~

1-3
~

trj

00

To J. Sime, (for repayment excess deposit) .......
To E. Dyer, contract of September J 3, J 864 ......
To G. H. Thompson, rontract of Doc. 31, 1864 ....
To A. W. Von Schmidt, contract of March 24, 1864.
To H. Hancock, contract of February 7, 1856,
and May 17, 1858 ...........................
To L. W. Ransom, contract of Mareh 28, 1864 ...
To E. Dyer, contrad of February 25, 1865 .......
To E. Dyer, contract of March 15, 1865 ..........
To E. H. Dyer, special instructions of March 27,
1865 .................. ······ ................
Balance ..................................

~

109 11
2,327 69
]~0 00
574 48
540
414
8J9
7l:ll

0

p;j
~

1-3

>
pj

31
47
97
57

t-1
0

~

1-3

110 25

:::l

7,392 ]9
61,024 no

1-1

~

------

z

------

------

1-3

==
61,024 60

1-1

68,416 79

68,416 79
1865.
1
July

By ba1anee ...........................•••.

~

~

0

~

~
~

1-J.

D.-Statcnwnt of account of appTopriation /o1· compcnsati~Jn of the United States surveyor tJeneral for California, and the employes in his office, during the fiscal
yea1· 1864-'65.
CR.

1864.
July 1

1864-'65.
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks 1st
quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks 2c1
quarter .................... _... _.... . . . . . . . .
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks 3d
quarter ................................. _. _.
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks 4th
quarter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$4, 606 27

$242 66

1

3, 900 00
3, 728 01

205 82
15, 500 00
1,466 00

I

19,61948
By balauce. ------ ...... ------ ------ i

$1,761 95

I
1864-'65.

1864-'65.
To amount paid in July, August, and September ..
To amount paid in October, November, and Decem'r
To amount paid in January, February, and March.
To amount paid in April, May, and June ........ .
To am't paid Kenny & Alexander, balance clue to
J nne :10, 1864 .................... _......... .
Tv invoice of stationery rec'd from clep't Dec. 2, 1864
Balance ............ .

$1,128
1,109
722
1,349

15
98
85
16

1864.
July 1

CR.

6,043 26

1-:3

l/1
t;tj
Q
~
t;tj

1-:3

~
~

0

~

1-:3

By balance . . . . . . . . ......... __ ..... _... _.. __ ..
By appropriation, as per letter from department of
July 28, 1864 ............ _________ .. __ ..... ..

~

$43 26

t;tj

6,000 00

z1-:3

H

t;tj
~

189 50
502 60
5,002 24
] '041 02

0

t-<:

E.-Statement of acwunt of appropriation for rent of o.tfice, fuel, books. stationery, and other incidental expenses, including pay of messenger. for t!te fiscal y e

DR.

~

t:_:rj

l, 350 00

1

1865.
Balance .....•....••.•.•••.•....•.. ! ~~::;;:: II July I
f1

0

1-:3

~

1

17,857 53

~
t;tj

1-d

~

855 00

1

I

['..!)

I
By balance ..................... -- .... - ....... .
By correction made by the department, as per letter from department of November 28, 1864 ..... .
By appropriation, as advised by letter from the de- ,
partment of July 28, 1864 ..... --...... .. .. .. ..
By deposits with the United States assistant trea- 1
surer, San Francisco ........................ .
By deposits with the United States ass't treasurer, I
San Francisco, by Central Pacific Railroad Co .. _
By amount for compensation of clerks in tl1is
office for the year ending :March 30, 1863, under
act of Congress approved June 2, 1865, as per
letter of departmeut of May 6, 1865 ............
1

5, 623 25

~

w

H

0

~

6,043 26

1865.
July
1
By balance ............. -- .. ---·----

$1,041 02

133

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 01!' THE INTERIOR.

Statement if field-notes if public surveys sent to the depa1·tment nt TVasiiingtoJt from tlte United .''Jtates surveyor general's office, California, during tlze
fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
Name of d eputy.

\Vhen sent Character of work.

1864.
Joseph Johnston.... Nov. 11
Do .. .. ............. do ... .
G. H. Thompson . . . Dec. 1
Do . ................ 1lo ... .
Do ................ do ... .
S. Millington . . . . . . . Dec. 10
J. S. Murray • ...•.. Dl•c. 21
1865.
E. Dyer ... . ........ Jan. 21
Do . .... . ........... do ... .
Do . ................ do ... .
Do ...... . .......... do ... .
Do . ................ do ... .
G. H. 'l'hompHon . . . Feb. 21
H. Hancock . . . . . . . . l\Iar. 3
Do ................. do ... .
Do . .... . ....... . ... do ... .
A. ,V. Von SGilm1dt. Mar. 11
Do .. ............... do ... .
L. W. Ransom ..... April 1
Do .. .. . ............ do ... .
E. Dyer ............ April 12
Do . ................ do . .. .
Do . ............ May 30
Do ................ do ... .
E. H . Dyer ............. do ... .

T. 13 N., R.
'l'.l3N.,R.
T. 4N.,R.
T. 5 N., R.
'1'. 4N.,R.
'1'. 8N., R.
T. 1S., R.
T.
T.
T.
T.
T.
T.

Meridian.

3 E .. Mount Diablo . .
4E ....•. do ........ .
7W ..... do ........ .
7 W ..... do ........ .
8W ..... do ........ .
9W ..... do ........ .
2W. Humboldt .... .

R emarks.

Township, secti on, and m eander lines,
D o.
do.
do.
Section and m eander lines.
Do.
do.
Section lines.
Do.
Township and section hues.

28 N., R. 14 E .. Mount Diablo ..
28 N., R. 15 E ...... flo ........ .
29 N., R. 13 E ...... do ...... ..
29 N., R. 14 E .. .... do ........ .
1
29 N., R.15 E ......
do ........ .
l N., R. 1 E ...... do ........ .
1 S., R 3 W
San B ernardino
2 R., R. 9 '\V ..... do ........ .
3 S., R. 9 W ..... do ........ .
4 R., R. 5 W. Mount Diablo ..
5S., R. 5W . . . . . do ........ .
2 S., R. 5 W ..... do ........ .
2S.,H.. 6W .....
do ........ .
1

Section and m eander lines.
Do.
do.
Section lines.
Do.
Section and meander lines.
Section lines.
Do.
'1'.
T.
Do.
T.
Township lines.
'1'.
Township and section lines.
T.
Section liuC'B.
T.
Section and meander lines.
T.
Township, section, and meander lines.
Sectiou lines.
TownRhip and section lines.
'1'. 8N.,R. 4E ...... do ........ .
Do.
do.
'1'. 8N.,R. 5E ...... do ........ . Township, section, and meander lines.
T.10N., R. 7E ...... do ........ . Section and meander lines.

·j

~: ~~:: ~: i~:: , ::::~~:::::::::

G.
decrees if court,

Statement if descTiptit;e notes,
~-c., if private land claims, to
accompany plats for patent, compiled for transmission to the depa?'tment at
l--Vaslu'ngton during tlte fiscal year 1864-'65.

Nature of work.

Name of claim.

Descriptive notes, decrees . Canada de Guadalupe,
&c., (part.)
Do . . __ ........ do ... Canada cle Guadalupe,
&c., (part.)
Do ............ do ... Laguna de Tachli ......
])o ............ do ... El Valle de San Josli ...
Do ............ do . .. 'l'ract near Ranta Clara.
D o ............ do . .. Lo~ Capitancillos ......
Do . ........... do ... San Lorenzo ..........
Do ............ do ... !Hland of Santa Cruz ...
Do ............ do ... Bntano ................
Do ............ do ... Bol~a dt> San Cayetano.
Descriptive notes ......... Yo~cmite and llig 'l'ree
grants.
Descriptive notes, decrees. Simi ..................
Do . ........... do ... Las PoHa~ .............
Do ............ do ... San Pt>dro, Santa Margaritu, y las Gallina~.
Do ... _.•...... do ... Ex-mis~ion San Buena·
ventura.
Do ............ do ... Potrero de los Cenitos ..

To ·whom cGmfirmed.

When sent.

Henry R. Payson ........

July 8, 1864.

William Pierce ..••.......
Manuel Castro ...........
A. Sunol et al . ... . ......
James Enwright .........
Charles Fossatt ..........
Guillermo Castro . .......
A. Castillero .............
Manuel Rollriguez .......
J. de J. Vallejo ..........
State of California .......

.T. de Ia Guerra y Noriega .
. . . . rlo ............ _ do ....
Timothy Murphy ........

Do.
1
1
1
]

1
1
1
1
1

August 10, 1864.
September 2, 1864.
Do.
October 29, 1864.
November 12,1864.
November17, 1864.
November22, 186-1.
D ecember21, 1864.
February 2, 1865.
Do.
Do.
February 11, 1865.

Heirs M. A. R. de Poli ...

F ebruary 21, 1865.

T. Pacheco and A. Alviso.

June 30, 1865.
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H.
Statemont qf plats made in tlw qfjice o/ tlw United States surveyor general f01 ,
California and Nevada during the fiscal year 1864-'65.

I.
Statement o/ examinations and reports made to the department for patent o/
all subdivisional surveys pre-empted or s(.) ler:tP.d under the acts o/ Congress
relating the1·eto durzng tlw fiscal year 1864-'65.
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Humboldt. .............. __ ---- __ -- ~ -- ................ - ..... 2-- .. 1 1 1 1 2 2-- 2 2 '..
Los AngAles ................................. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . __ I__ ......
Visalia ...................... -- .. -- . - ... - ..... -. -. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 1 3 2 . . 1 1 2 2 2 1 . . . .

14
1
17

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . ... . ........ . ....................... . ........ I........
1
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K.

Statement showing the number and present condition cif tlw surveys qf private
land claims, under instructions from this office, during the fiscal year
1864-'65.

.

~

-gg

..... >.

~·~
~·~

0

oS

o"'
>

·~

s

Name of rancho.

County.

Confirmee.

Remarks.

z

zo

612

San Ramon ........•.. Contra Costa .. H. W. Carpentier .. Resurvey finally approved by
circuit court.
La Cienega O'Paso de Los Angeles ... T. Sanchez et al ... Survey suspended for examla Tijera.
ination.
iu oonfliot with "Ex338
Providencia .... - ...... Los Angeles ... D. W. Alexander } Sumy
Mission San Fernando,!'
& l<'. MelluH.
which is in district court
465
Cahuenga ............. Los Angeles ... D. \V. Alexander ..
for adjudication.
433} Santa Ana del Chino San Bernardino lHaac Williams ..... Resurvey ordered by district
and addition.
434
court. Survey made and
approved by court.
Canada Larga. _.. ____ . Santa Barbara. J. Alvarado ....... Survey made under final de118
cree and return ed.
Pas tori a de las Borre gas Santa Clara ... M. Castro ......... Resurvey by order of district
257
court.
Las Juntas ............ Contra CoHta .. Estate W. Welch ..
127
Do.
do.
479
Ex-MisKion San Buena- Santa Barbara . M. A. R. de PolL .. Survey made uurler final ileventura.
cree and return ed.
Lauds near Santa Cruz. Santa Cruz .... Thomas Russell ... Survey under final derree not
747
returned.
Santa YsabeL ...... _.. San Luis Obispo Francisco Arce .... Survey made unrler final de356
cree and returned.
California State prison Marin ..... __ .. State of California. Survey made under act of Contract.
gress and returnrd.
370
Cucamonga--·---- .... San Bernardino L. V. Prudhomme. Survey made under final decree and returned.
Guejito ... ___ .......... San Diego ..... G. W. Hamley ....
325
Do.
do.
65
Bol~a de San Felipe ... Monterey ...... F. P. Pacheco ..••.
Do.
do.
314
San Miguelito ........ San Lui~ Obispo M. Abila ..........
Do.
do.

621
622
623
624
625
630
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641

<.)

179
427

L.-List

if lands surveyed in

~

California from June 30, 1864, to June 30, 1865.
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Total.
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>

~
~

0
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-------------------------1--};fount Diablo meridian.

1

a 2
3
4
a 5
6
a 7
a 8
a 9
a 10

all
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
b 28
29
30
31
32

Township No.
Towmhip No.
Towngbip No.
Township No.
Towmbip No.
'l'ownshipNo.
Township No.
Towmhip No.
Town~hip No.
Townohip No.
Towmhip No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.
Town.ship No.
Township No.
'l'ownship No.
Township No.
'l'ownship No.
Township No.
Township No.
Town~hip No.
Township No.
Tuwnship No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.
Township No.

1 north, range No.
1 north, range No.
1 north, range No.
1 south, rauge No.
1 south, range No.
2south,rangeNo.
3 north, range No.
3 north, range No.
4 north, range No.
4 north, range No.
4 north, range No.
4 north, range No.
4 north, range No.
4 north, range No.
4 11.0rth, range No.
4 south, range No.
5 north, range No.
5 north, range No.
5 north, range No.
5 south, range No.
7 south, range No.
7 south, ra11ge No.
7 south, range No.
8 north, range No.
8 north, range No.
8 north, range No.
8 south, range No.
10 north, range No.
l l north, range No.
12 north, range No.
14 north, range No.
28 north, range No.

1 east .. .
3 east .. .
6 west ..
1 ettst .. .
3 east .. .
least .. .
3 west ..
4 west ..
2 west..
3 west ..
4 west ..
7 west ..
8 west ..
9 wes; ..
10 wesi ..
5 west ..
7 west ..
9 west ..
10 west ..
5 west..
3 west ..
4 west..
5 west ..
4 east .. .
5 east .. .
9 west..
5 west ..
7 east ...
4 west ..
4 west..
5 west ..
14 east ...

Acres.
11,597.08
13,534.22
387.88
6, 459.:32
15, 324.94
13, 887.75
17, 989. 05
651.29
2, 148. 92
23,152.20
6, 768. 80
9, 230.92
2, 083.18
3, 461.88
917. 40
6, 491.97
1, 503. 12
9, 269.20
6, 943.22
10, 044. 16
9, 678. 94
14,878.65
3, 843.55
2, 229.46
16,141.73
7, 584. 96
3, 806.88
13,058.44
10,791.94
1, 108.40
14,558.96
10,025.05

Acres.

A.

A.
A.
9, 087.46
A.
A.
A.
5. 75
A.
A.
21.254.18
·A.
A.
A.
A.
13,824.08
A.
A.
A.
5, 767.11
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

Acres.

Acres.

1-d
0

~c:oe;.. 00 1· __ ~~r_e_s: ______ ~~~e_s: _________ . ___ ~~~~s: _____ • ___ .
1..........
R.
.. .......... A+ E 9,439.12 ........ .

E.
F.
A + E + F 22, 652. 12. -16, 580. 613 . --- - .. ----- ---- -- . - ---- . - . - .. . -- .... - ..... -- .. - - .
E.
.. .......... A+ E 7,720.00 ....... ..

- - - - - - • - - - - • I. - - - - . . - - - - •

A + B + E 5, 128. 71. ...
............ , A+ B + E 22,388. 71. ..
A + E 20, 833. 00 ........

--------------------··---

A+ E 16.367.30 ...... ..
A+ E 13,834. 26 ...... ..
A+
A+
............ 1 A+
A+

............

A+
A+
A+
A+
A+
A

E 19,631.40 ...... ..
E 22,122. 60 ...... ..
D + E 16,548.03 ..
E 21,502. 56 ........

E 19,196. 45 ...... ..
E 18,986. 54 ...... ..
E 6,884.25 ....... ..
JiJ
F 15,432. 00 .. .

E

+E

+

+

F 19, 233.12 .. .

8, 485. 67 ........ .

Acres.
23,005.08
22,973.34
23,040.00
23,040.00
23, 044.94
22, 97:i. 21
23, 117. 76
23,040.00
22,981. !J2
23,157.95
23, 136. 10
23,065.18
23,337.36
23,093.28
23,040.00
23,040.00
23,005.68
23, 093.28
23,040.00
23, 040. 00
23,030.40
20, 645.76
23,040.00
21,216. 00
23,025.98
23, 016. 96
23,040.00
21,544.11
23,024.34
23,001.60
22,944.00
22,931.42
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33
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35
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TownRhip
'l'owuship
'J'owmhip
Township

No.
No.
No.
No.

28 north,
29 north,
29 north,
29 north,

range No.
range No.
range No.
range No.

15 east . . .
13 east .. .
14 east .. .
15 ea8t .. .

769.68
22,713. 6G
18,530.15
12,677.82

3, 353. fiO
6, 054.80

22, g:a. 68
22, !!53. 6(]
2:2,923. 75
22,939.19

22,182.00
240.00
1, 040.00
4, 206.57

Humboldt meridian.
b 37
38
39

D.
14,551. 60
D.

Township No. 1 north, range No. 3 west. .. .
Town~hip No. 1 so nth, range No.2 west ... .
Township No. l south, range No. 3 west ... .

D

E.

. ... _. _. . . . . D

94, 459. 32 1 10, 574. 9-t

Total. ..•.•........ ....
FOR~ER

E.

+E
+E

15,847.36 ....... .

23, 0·10. 00

18, 651. 27 ....... 1

23, 199. 58
23,040. uo

i.. -.... ----.

~

0
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JUount Diablo meridian.
8, 077. 08
10,064. 43
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Humboldt meridian.
Township No. 1 north, range No. 3 west....
Returned in previous reportil ..••......
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SURVEYS.

TownRhip No. 1 north, range No. 1 eailt....
'l'own~hip No. 10 north, range No. 7 eaHt....
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6, 179.

87, ........................ ............ ,
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I 13, 748. 13
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J-----.-- .. --. ·-----·-----I

"""24,321.38"j .. __ ... _____ .. __ . _ ................. 118, 040. 00 113, 748. 13 ~~

Aggregate of land ~urvcyed during the year
.
endingJuue30,1865 ..................... 320,152.741
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M.-Estimatefor the surveying se1'vice in the district qf California and Nevada
·
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
For surveying extension of standard parallels, township exteriors, and subdivision work in the State of California .................................. . $60,000 00
For surveying extension of standard parallels, township exteriors, and subdivision work in the State of Nevada ............................... __ .... ..
40,000 00
For rent of office, stationery, instruments, and other incidental expenses, (including pay of messenger) ....... __ ................................... .
6,000 00
For compensation of surveyor generaL... . . . . . . . ....................... ..
3,000 00
For compensation of clerks in the office of the surveyor general .........•....
15,400 00
TotaL..... . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . • . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . • • .

124, 400 00

H.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Eugene City, July 20, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the usual annual report and accompanying statements, to wit:
A.-Statement showing the condition of surveying contracts not closed August 31, 1864.
B.-Statement showing the condition of surveying contracts entered into since
August 31, 1864.
C.-Statement of original plats of standard parallel, guide meridian, exterior,
and subdivisional lines, copies transmitted to the general and local land offices
since August 3 L, 1864.
D.-Statement of the expenditure of appropriation for compensation of surveyor general and clerks in his office for the year ending June 30, 1865.
E.-Statement of the expenditure of appropriation for rent. fuel, books, stationery, messenger, & c., for fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
F.-Statement of the expenditure of appropriation for the extension of public
surveys during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865.
G.-Estimate of surveying and office expenses for fiscal year ending June
30, 1867.
H.-Diagram of Oregon, showing the extent of the public surveys, the lines
now under contract, and proposed surveys, for fiscal year ending June 30, 1857.
FIELD· WORK.

The operations in the field during the past year have progressed to the full
extent of the appropriation, and have been confined to those sections of country
standing most in need of immediate surveys. A portion of the country adjoining the northern boundary of the State, in the vicinity of Walla-Walia, baR been
surveyed, and is being rapidly settled up. There is much more land in that
section desirable for agricultural and grazing purposes and valuable for timber,
which it is proposed to survey as soon as an appropriation can be obtained.
The settlers in the vicinity of the coast, along Smith's and Coquille rivers,
who have been petitioning for 's urvey for years, are still living on unsurveyed
lands, it being impossible to find a deputy willing to undertake the work in
those regions at the price now paid for surveys.
The failure to obtain an appropriation for the extension of the public surveys
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1866, operates seriously against the interests both of ~ettlers and the general government, as a heavy immigration is
constantly coming to this State, and a large proportion are locating i.n eastern
Oregon, where the surveys are already much in arrears of the present demand.
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In accordance with your instructions under date of May 11, 1865, I submit
the following, relative to the resources of Oregon:
WILLAMETTE VALLEY-THE PLAINS.

That portion of the Willamette valley which is pre-eminently agricultural,
being the plains stretching between the uplands and rolling hills on either side
of the vVillamette river, is about 125 miles in length, and about a hundred townships in area. The river traverses a serpentine course through the central portion of the valley, and is navigable for steamboats to the Springfield Mills, above
Eugene city. 'rhe bottoms produce an almost unbroken line of forests, from an
eighth to a half a mile in width, consisting of fir, ash, maple, cottonwood, and
alder, which suppli<'s the plains on either side the river, for half the way across
them, with timber.
At many points along the river the banks are elevated above high-water
mark, affording beautiful sites for cities and towns. A number of these situations have been improved, and are now the sites of flourishing towns and villages. The river having been meandered in the surveys, the land upon the banks
is fractional, and consequently has not been the most acceptable fOt· donation
claims by legal subdivisions, pre-emptions, or homesteads, yet, mainly for the
sake of its timber, farmers located upon the neighboring plains have eagerly
sought for titles to it through the location of school lands. A large amount,
however, of this valuable Janel is still vacant, and when these fractions can be
freely picked out, without circumlocution, and bought of government at Congress prices, many tracts, valuable for timber, farms, and. perhaps for town sites,
will be available to the emigrant.
'rhe broad prairie lands of this va1ley-the more level portions of it inclined with the course of the river sufficiently for its clrainage, but generally
just rolling enough for agriculture-are very rich and deep, and bedded upon a
foundation of clay and hard gravel cement which will preserve it for everlasting
use. "-rith a moderate expencliture of labor it will grow euccessfully the whole
list of productions common to temperate regions, whether field, orchard, or garden. The chief of those procluctions may be enumerated, as wheat, oats, barley,
rye, hay, maize, buckwheat, flax, hemp, sorghum, peas, beans, millet, broomcorn, pumpkins, and potatoes; of the garden, as turnips. squashes, cabbages,
tomatoes, onions, cucumbers, gourds, b1·ets, carrots, and parsnips; and of the
orchard, as apples, pears, plums, cherries, apricots, quinces, and peaches. Many
of these productions are of mammoth growth and of superior quality and flavor,
and in quantity per acre equalling the richest countries in the world.
On account of a variety of resources before the Oregon farme.r, by which he
could not only insure his independence, but also "make his pile," he has not,
as a general rule, concentrated that energy and attention in the cultivation of his
land which is necessary to the development of the full capabilities of the soil.
They monopolize so many advantages and opportunities that much valuable
time is necessarily spent in considering which of them all it would be best to
• prosecute. A few thousands of individuals owning au amount of land that it
would require many thousands to properly cultivate, presents a serious disproportion between the surface, the labor, and the demand. The farmer, in many
instances, finds it easier, or more in accordance with his inclinations, to plough
twenty acres four inches deep, than ten acres eight inches deep, or to plough
twenty acres once only, than to plough ten acres twice. And thus he practically
appears to pr1 fer to take his four hundred bushels of wheat from the twenty
acres, rather than from half that land. And, moreover, he freq nently concludes
to "cliepense with seeding" altogether for two or three years, and let the farming "take care of itself," while he drives bands of beef and mutton to the mines,
and trades and speculates generally, or keeps store in town a few years. He
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visits his farm in the proper season just long enough to gather his ''volunteer
crop." However, he has no personal reason to complain of the lightness of his
farm productions, the foulness of his land, or the destruction of his orchard, for
he has, perhaps, in the mean time, gathered many thousands of dollars more than
two or three such farms would bring, and thus laboring under the delusion that
a farm and a borne are intrinsically worth only the number of dollars which
they would bring, he is satisfied with his accumulation of wealth, while his farm,
and the country with it, is not advanced.
And notwithstanding that a heavy proportion of the articles necessary to his
comfort or taste have not been manufactured or produced in the country, because tl1e interests of the farm have been nrglected; and 'instead of app!ying his
means to its improvement and the increase of its productions, supplying the demands of home consumption, furnishing a surplus for other markets and offering
a guarantee of such supplies to the manufacturer to come to the country and
keep its wealth here and build it up. the farmer, when opportunity has offered,
has too often pursued the unwise policy of still further extending his already
too expansive acres. Thus a man deprives the country of a dozen valuable farmers, and the hundred villagers whom thry would supply for their handiwork;
and feels himself at the same time a better friend of the State, and a more valuable and important citizen, and richer himself and the State, while he owns his
three thousand acres worth five dollars per acre, than if he had only five hundred
acres worth thirty dollars per acre. And having so many hundred acres more
than he can cultivate, be comparatively cultivates none; hence it is no evidence
to the world of natural poverty, that Oregon bas permitted California to sell
bay, flour, and other produce in the streets of her chief emporium.
rrhe wealth of these travelling, sprculating, and mercantile farmers who
neglected the improvement of their farms is doubly deceptive, for the money
fast melting from their bands leaves no lasting benefit behind. One travelling
expedition begets the necessity of another, and their departing summers mark
the incidents of an active and exciting flight, that reaches no point of safety, and
which really leaves the enemy-bankruptcy-but little further behind. But
the wail of distress and failure which these have sent abroad when an expedition or speculation miscarried and bankruptcy came upon them, is uo evidence
that the ownership and cultivation of the soH in Oregon is a misfortune. Their
distress should deter none from coming here, for, in fact, it prognosticates a
better time in the future. These things indicate that the numerous SIJurces of
employment and of making money rapidly have a powerful tendency to allure
men from the comparatively slow, but sure, avocation of the steady, sober, rational, and industrious farmer. They also indicate a positive demand for population, for all departments, trading, mining, speculating, but, above all, as the
indispensa..ble basis for the prosperity of a country and the success of all business, a need of farmers. The place for a man to emigrate is where his occupation is in demand.
And, also, true and scientific farming,with modern machinery and appliances,
has, to some extent, been entered upon in Orrgon; and no country, perhaps,
could be better adapted to this method than the plains of the Willamette. •
Those enterprising farmers who have coneeived it to their interest to embark
in this improved plan have realized its success by the enjoyment of permanent
improvements and substantial prosperity. In having adopted a policy by which
the advancement of their wealth and that of the State coincide, they are entitled to the credit and consideration of public benefactors. And in a country
where forty or fifty bushels of wheat may be produced to the acre, when by
properly putting in the seed a crop never fails, and where the usual price is one
dollar per bushel in gold, a homestead or pre-emption of one hundred and sixty
acres of land gives industry and skill a respectable foundation upon which to
grow rich. None of this land north of the 4th standard parallel south, on the
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level plains or among the surrounding hills, has the government been able to
offer for sale; and oistributed, therefore, among the donation claims, fractional
and otherwise, there are many valu'lble tracts of land still vacant, where thousands of farmers yet to come will build up magnificent houses.
THE HILLS.

Stretching parallel to the plains of the Willamette, and on either side of the
same, and around the head of the valley, we have a beautiful rolling, undulating, hill country, like a grand border to the valley. It is a region of mixed
prairie and woodland, hills and valleys, groves and vales, intervening between
the grand prairies and forests, between the regular plains and the irregular
mountains. While we may style the plains as beautiful, the hills must be regarded as picturesque. Their scattered clumps of alder and maple proclaim
their numerous springs; their fir groves in the ravines and on the creeks and
branches furnish the bill country and half the plain beyond with timber for
improvements. While the oak, not too thick to retard the growth of the native
grasses, nor too scattered to shade the grazing flocks and herds, crowns the hilltops and the summits of the ridges with endless profusion, its dark green
foliage, as the leading feature of the landscape, discloses the relative topography
of the country far and near; and as we trace the summits of the hills and rolling ridges by the succession of the~e rounded tree-tops, there is presented to
the eye every line of beauty and of grace, and the glory and grandeur of the
border is complete.
'l1his country may be estimated, in extent, as about the equal of the plains,
and distributed in about equal proportions on the east and the west sides of the
river. There is a greater proportion of this country now vacant and open to
pre-emptions and homesteads, and location and entry as school land~, than of
the plains; and where the lands of this part of the country are offered at public
sale, and can be obtained by private entry, which will be the case as soon as
possible, the opportunities for emigrants to obtain lands will be greatly increased.
A large proportion of the hill country is farming land, but its chief characteristic is grazing; and in horticulture and gardening is the equal if not the
superior of the plains. Indeed, takiug into consideration the increasing price
of wool, and the peculiar adaptation of this country to sheep-raising, together
with its many other advantages, it is probable that for all time to come it will
cope in wealth and prosperity with the great plains themselves.
THE UMPQUA VALLEY.

The de~cription of the hills of the \Villamette valley will apply very well to
the whole Umpqua country. It is a succession of bills and valleys, and is
about forty townships in extent. rrl!e timber of the bills is principally oak, black
and white. It is more a grazing than :m agricultural country, though possessed
of a large amount of agricultural lands of the first quality. The general productions are the same as those of the \Villamette valley. The low and narrow
valleys, however, being better protf'cted from the summer sea-bret-zes than
those of the 1Villamette, many pr· ductions succeed better. Sorghum, for example, has been cultivated in the Umpqua with more success and profit than in
the Willamette.
rrbe progress of its farming has been similar to that of the 1Vil1amette, and
is now, though not so extensive, as well advanced. Wild plums and grapes are
indigenous to this valley, and on this account it is claimed to be a better
country for fruit than the \Villam<-tte. It is as good, at least, for all kinds of
fruit, and for the grape it is no doubt better. The grape, perhaps, will eventually be cultivated with profit herr. But no country, by its configuration, the
quality of its soil, and the temperature of its climate, could be better adapted
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to the growth of sheep, and wool promises to become the great staple of this
country. The natural outlet of this valley is the mouth of the Umpqua river.
Its land is open. to pre-emption, homestead, or private entry.
ROGUE RIVER VALLEY.

There is in this valley a large proportion of comparatively level country, and
also quite extensive sections of oak hills; the oak being the black and white,
the same as in the Umpqua and at the head of the Willamette valley. The
level country on the waters of this river is divided in different directions by
high and sharp ranges of mountains, hundreds, and in some instances thousands
of feet high. The comparatively level portions will amount to about forty townships; the oak hills to about ten. The land is generally of a different character
from that of tbe Willamette or Umpqua valleys; it is a "granite land."
}--.arming in this valley has been carried on quite extensively, and with more
science, skill, and success than in any other portion of Oregon. Every variety
of production succeeds here that can be produced in the Willamette and Umpqua valleys, and as this valley is still better protected from the summer seabreezes than the Umpqua, the nights are still warmer, and many vegetables
grow and mature the better for it. All productions mature earlier here than in
either of the other valleys.
Many varieties of wild grapes and plums are indigenous to this country,
and some very good varieties. All manner of fruit common t o temperate climates succeeds well. The peach succeeds better here than in either the Willamette or Umpqua valleys. Considerable attention has been paid to the cultivation of the grape-enough indeed to demonstrate its success. Many of the most
valuable variet1es of the grape succeed well, producing quantities of wine per
acre comparing favorably with the good wine countries of the world. There is
an immense quantity of land in this valley suitable to the cultivation of the
grape, and large amounts of it yet vacant. The land of this valley is open to
private entry, pre-emption, and homestead.
NORTHERN OREGON.

That part of the State here described as northern Oregon is a sort of triangular-shaped section, the base running from Dalles City eastward along the Columbia river and the boundary line between Oregon and Washington T erritory
to where the same cuts the Blue mountains, a distance of about one hundred
and fifty miles ; and the perpendicular running southward from the same point
along the eastern slope of the Cascade mountains to the head waters of the
Des Chutes, one hundred and twenty-five miles; and the western slope of the
Blue mountains constituting an irregular kind of hypothenuse.
A large proportion of this country, particularly that drained by the Des Chutes
and .John Day rivers, is broken and ttneven, with canons, benches, table lands
and hills, but being clothed, however, with a rich coat of grass, p,ffords excellent grazing. The country constituting the southern limb of this triang e, including the Crooked river and Canyon City districts, is adapted almost exclusively to grazing; but in the vicinity of the Columbia and on the waters of the
Umatilla and Wall a-Walla rivers there is considerable first-rate agricultural
country.
The productions here, natural and otherwise, are similar to those of other
sections of Oregon, except that very little or no oak is found east of the Des
Chutes river. About a hundred townships-a small proportion, really, of this
country-have been surveyed, and numer ms settlements and extensive improvements for agriculture, manufacture, and grazing have been made. 'This country
is favorably located in point of market and business-the mines to the east and
1
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south, and the navigation of the Columbia river to the west-the best evidence
of which is the prosperity of the inhabitants. The land here is either unsurveyed, or open to pre-emption, homestead, or location and purchase as State or
school lands.
KLAMATH LAKE COUNTRY-THE VALLEY.

This valley is about a hundred miles in length, and is located upon the eastern
base of the Cascade mountains. The Little Klamath lake, which is principally
a deep marsh of rushes, tules, and tall flags, extends up the valley from the
boundary line about fifteen miles; then comes the Big Klamath lake, which is
estimated at about fifteen miles wide by thirty long, open and deep water ; the
upper end of the valley being finished out with a marsh as wide as the Big lake,
and about thirty-five miles long. Adjoining these waters there are quite extensive plains of rich lands, and much of them are prairies and suitable for agriculture. On the western side of the lakes and the river the plains, the uplands,
and bencheR are extensively covered with pine forests. 'l'he rolling, grassy
hills, principally on the eastern side of the valley, instead of being dotted over
with the round-tovped oak, have a sprinkle of juniper, though often growing in
groves, yet generally too scattering to produce a good effect upon the landscape. The productiveness of this country, in an agricultural point of view, has
been experimented upon but little. Many excellent varieties of plums flourish
in these parts ; but the oak is very seldom if ever found here. So far as settlers
are concerned, this country is in a manner vacant, though houses have been
built and settlements attempted; and is unsurveyed, except a few townships at
the southern extremity of the valley. 'I'here having been no satisfactory treaty
with the Indians, their title to the soil has not been extinguished ; and. as they
have always been more than ordinarily treacherous and murderous, these and
kindred difficulties have acted as a bar upon the progress of the settlements.
THE MARSH.

The upper or northern portion of this country is principally a marsh, the main
part of which is about fifteen miles wide by about thirty-five in length There
is in all this scope but little open water, except the bed of the river, which winds
the length of the marsh. It produces an immeuse growth of grass, and the
principal portion is suitable for grazing or for hay. In the upper .parts, where
sloughs traverse the flats, wild rice flourishes with the greatest luxuriance.
'rhis rice grows twelve or fifteen feet big·h, and produces a heavy crop of grain,
great quantities of which are gathered by the savages. It also forms the chief
attraction for the innumerable flocks of wild fowl which inhabit this country.
During the proper season of the year the vegetation on this marsh is either filled
with eggs, or alive with young birds.
SOUTHEASTER:'J OREGON.

This embraces an extent of country about one hundred and fifty miles east
and west, by one hundred north and south, and comprises the following valleys
and districts of country: Lost river, Goose lake, Surprise, Warne1·'s pueblo,
Alvord, Harney lake, and Jordan Creek valleys, together with the country of
the Owyhee, and adjoining the numerous lakes of the interior. The soil of these
valleys generally is similar to that of the Klamath lake country, being open
plains, producing grass and clover. The juniper supplies the r>lace of the oak
on the ridges and hills. 'l'he timber, generally confined to the narrow ridges of
mountains which traverse this country in different directions, is principally pine.
A large amount of land in these valleys is suitable for agriculture, and the scope
for grazing i8 immense. 'I'he land is un8urveyed, though in some sections con-
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siclm·able settlements have been made. The Indian title has never been extin
guished, and the savages are now, and always have been, hostile towards the
whites. The plum flourishes here; fish abound in the waters ; clouds of waterfowl inhabit the lakes; the American big-horn, or mountain sheep, explores
the cragged cliffs and peaks of the mountain ranges; and droves of antelope
feed on the plains.
EASTER~

OREGON.

That part of the country here designated as eastern Oregon embraces the
Grande Ronde and Powder river valleys, and the country on Burnt, Malheur,
and Snake rivers. It is about one hundred and twenty miles in extent, north
and south, and runs westward on to the slopes of the Blue mountains. About
twenty townships of this country have been surveyed, and all embraced in the
valleys of Grande Ronde and Powder rivers. Much of this has been taken up
and applied to agriculture. 'l'he principal portion, however, of this eastern section of Oregon is suitable only for grazing, and many settlements beyond the
surveys have already been made for this purpose.
Grande Ronde is an almost circular valley of many miles in extent; the soil is
rich, and agriculture flourishes. The northern and western rim is clothed with
f01:ests of fir, hemlock, and pine, from which perpetual supplies of timber for
valley purposes may be had. In the Powder river valley, also, there are quite
extensive plains of agricultural lands, the principal supply of timber for which
being found about the spurs of the Blue mountains to the west. The productions of the farm in these valleys are similar to those of the Willamette valley,
except that Indian corn, melons, and most varieties of garden vegetables are
claimed to succeed much better.
Besides the plains. described, and the numerous valleys of vadous extrnt distributed throughout this section, it is a rough, broken country of hills, ridges,
benches, table lands, and long mountain spurs running eastward from the Blue
mountain range toward Snake river, as divides between the different strea'hls,
and towards the deep canons through which Snake river flows these ridges
often spread into broad table lands or "sage plains." Upon the dividing ridges,
and westward about the principal raDges of the mountains, there are numerous
bluffs, cliffs, stacks, and peaks of rocks. The timber is principally cottonwood
along the streams, and scattering pine and juniper upon the hills and ridges.
In addition to the ordinary classes of game in Oregon, there is found in this
section the ibex.
FORESTS OF OREGON.

Just above the hill country, which, as a general rule throughout the State,
intervenes between the mountains and the plains, we enter the great forests of
Oregon, which are coextensive with all our mountain ranges, and in some localitiea encroach upon the lower lands of the hills and valleys. 'I1 he soil upon
which this forest grows il:l generally good. 'I'he undergrowth, for example, over
the greater extent being hazle, often three inches in diameter and twenty feet
high, elder, alder, dogwood, myrtle, maple, ash, and willow, together with such
other productions, both of shrubs and grasses, as indicate a rich, moist, and firstrate soil.
In the vicinity of the snow-capped peaks, along the most elevated dividing
ridges and deep, rugged canons of the central portious of the great mountain
ranges, there are extensive regions which must remain forever uninhabitable to
man. But distributed throughout other portions of this mountain forest there
are immense amounts of land lying sufficiently even for cultivation; on some of
the streams are large valleys and plaius of many miles in extent, and upon the
smaller creeks and branches there are numerous wide benches, table lands, val-
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leys, coves, and basins, often level enough for many farms together, and connected and made accessible by canons and passes which time will develop:
The northern and central portions of this forest ara principally composed of
fir, cedar, and hemlock. The southern and eastern sections have a larger proportion of pine. About the Calapooia mountains, at the head of the Willamctte
valley, there sets in a large thick-barked timber commonly called cedar, but
which really is a species of cypress. Still further south, on the waters of Rog·ue
river, we find the sugar pine; and upon the coast, below, or south of the mouth
of the Umpqua river, there are heavy forests of the redwood and myrtle. '_rhe
redwood makes a lumber in great demand in every market where it has been
introduced. Immense quantities are manufactured and shipped from this coast,
and large fortunes are being made in the business.
But for the general purposes of the civilized world, the fir is, perhaps, the
most valuaUc timber. It is a strong and durable wood for all domestic architecture; for ships' spars, for powerful frame-work for heavy machinery, for
railroad timber, for the furnace, and for coal, the fir has no superior. 'l'he
leaves and the long hair-likr moss which grows upon the limbs and the trunk
will support animal life, as forage for sheep and cattle, through severe winter
storms. The wood yields turpentine and rosin, and the bark is rich in tannin.
'l'hese impenetrable forests, though dark and sombre, arc not, as the world
might imagine, utterly silent and desolate; the fir and all its kindred growth of
pine produces abundant and never-failing crop.:; of seed, which supplies an innumerable population of small squirrels, various races of songsters of gay feathers,
and countless thousands of sturdy grouse, whose energetic hootings in the spring
of the year makes the woods vocal, and give a "thorough base" to all the music
of the forest.
The ordinary denizens of the wilderness are found here-as elk, deer, bear,
panthers, wild cats, and wolves. :For many years after settlements spread up
the valleys and among the adjoining hills the wolves were very numerous.
'rhey were of the largest and most ferocious species of this monster, and colts,
calves, and the tempting baits of the sheep-fold and the pig-sty allured bands
of them from their ancient spoil of the forests, and the raids of a single night
often destroyed hundreds of dollars' worth of property. 'ro make war, therefore, upon this common enemy became a matter of mutual consent, and powder
and ball, together with the hundred-fold more deadly strychnine, has told the
terrible story for them. Their dismal howls are but seldom heard, and the forests are fast becoming safe for domestic animals. Since the destruction of the
wolves and the removal of the Indians game has become more numerous.
The first in position is the Coast range of mountains, which extend from the
Columbia river to the California line, and borders on the coast. '_rhe next, lying
along east of the vVillamette, Umpqua, and Rogue river valleys, is the Uascade
mountains, extending also from the Columbia river to the California line. The
next. east, is the Blue mountain range. The Calapooia mountain separates the
waters of the Willamette from those of Umpqua, and runs across from the Coast
to the Cascade range. 'rhe Umpqua mountains run across in the same way,
between the waters of the Umpqua and those of Rogue river. 'l'he Siskiyou
mountains perform the same office, in the same way, between ~he waters of
Rogue river and those of the Klamath, alld constitute at this point a good natural boundary between Oregon and California. The lands of these forests, with
few exceptions, are vacant and unsurveyed.
Upon tlle Coos and Coquille coast this forest land has been cleared, and its
productiveness tested. Its richness is extraordinary, and all kinds of grain and
vegetables are produced in the greatest abundance. In the vicinity of Portland
and Oregon City this forest land has also, to some extent, been reduced to cul
tivation ; it produces everything well, and in the growth of fruit-trees it is said
to surpass any other land.
10 I
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WATER-POWER.

Water-power of endless variety and capacity is everywl1ere to be found
throuJhout the length and breadth of this country. There is scarcely a tributary of the Willamette, Umpqua and Rogue rivers, which may not, at some
point, be applied to machinery, and on many of t11em it may be many times
repeated. In fact, it is possible to the extent of the whole volume of these
rivers, by improvement of the numberle~s available cascades and cataracts upon
their numerous creeks and branches distributed throughout the hills and
mountains from which they flow.
Should the heavy deposits of iron and other ores in the surrounding mountains, or manufacturing interests of the world, demand it, the availability of
these water-powers could be indefinitely increased along these rivers to tidewater. At the fall of the Willamette, at Oregon City, the river might be divided
up and taken out in pipes to the last extent of demand, and carried and used
for miles along either bank, and perform the manufacturing work for a continent.
As a splendid site, however, for water-power, in cheapness of jmprovement
aud application, absolute safety from floods, and regularity of volume, the cascade on the Klamath river, (at tl1is place usually called Sink river,) between the
upper and lower Klamath lakes, surpasses all. Here is a river about 250 feet
wide, pouring over a rock rim, out of a large lake, :fifteen by thirty-five miles in
extent, which acts as a grand regulating reservoir. l!.,rom unmistakable evidence, in the course of a year, the elevation and depression of the water-level
at this outlet amounts to but a few inches, and thus uniformly it appears to
have flowed with one almost unchanging volume for ages. The length of this
connecting link between the two lakes is about a mile, and tlle descent it makes
is variously estimated at from fifty to a hundred feet. 'rhis power could be applied anywhere along the banks or bed of the stream, or taken out in ditches
and flumes, and carried around the prairie hills on either side for miles, and
there used upon machinery, and to irrigate the plains bordering upon the lowe1·
lake.
With only the water-power, which we have already considered, it is not unreasonable to say that the resources of Oregon, in this particular, are ample for
all probable demands; but when we include all the numerous rapid streams
d1aining northern and eastern Oregon, and putting into the Columbia river above
and below the mouth of the Willamettc, and into the Snake river, and the
hundred other rivers and branches flowing from the coast range into the Pacific
ocean, it is uo exaggeration to declare that the water-powe1· of Oregon i~ inexhaustible.
FISHERIES.

JT•ish are among the most important of the resources of Oregon, and at different points along our waters the business of putting them up for commerce is
carried on with success. Salmon are the principal fish, and they abound during
the proper season in all the streams along this coast, and the number of fisheries
may be indefinitely increased to meet almost any imaginable demand. These
fish make a fall and spring run from the ocean, peuetrating most of the Oregon
rivers to the smaller branches from which they flow, and stem tbe powerful cursent of the Columbia for more than a thousand miles.
The only point in Oregon where fresh-water fish of any consequence exist is
in the Big Klamath lake. These are a fine fish, almost as large as the salmon,
and are well flavored. At the south end of this lake is the principal fishery of
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the Indians, and it has furni shed the chief support for the thousands of savages
who have for ages inhabited this section of country.
Oysters, of good quality, have been found upon this coast. ':rwo or three
beds of them, located at 'rillamook and the Yaquinna., have furnished quite a
supply for commerce. It is believed that by proper cultivation and protection
the supply can be not only maintained, but expanded to the proportions of a
large and extensive trade.
MINES AND MlNERALS-JWGUE RIVER MINES.

The oldest gold mines of Oregon are those of the Rogue River valley. They
are distributed in all parts of that extensive country drained by the waters of
this river. As compared with other mines of the Pacific coast, they are rich.
For the last twelve years they have given employment to thousands of miners,
and afforded a market for the farmers of this and the adjoining country. Tbe
gold-bearing dirt is widely distributed over this country, and the mines may be
regarded as inexhaustible. Numerous quartz ledges, of a variety of richQ.ess
and promise, have been found here. The celebrated "gold hill" is in this valley. The improvement of these mines by ditches and flumes to carry water
upon their fields of "pay dirt" have been greatly retarded by new discoveries
being constantly made to the north and east.
Saying nothing about the "big strikes" and" big slugs" which excit'e no one
about old mines, and have been long common here, the claims in these mines
pay from three to fifty dollars per day to the hand.
Silver, copper, h·on, cinnabar, lime, marble-heavy quantities of the finest
marble-and large beds of coal, have been found in this valley; and also numerous mineral springs of valuable medicinal qualities, of attractive flavor and
temperature. Some have been improved.
UMPQUA MINES.

The mines on the Umpqua river are not so extensive as those on Rogue
river, but some of them are very rich. Some mining has been done high up on
the north Umpqua river, but it has mostly bren confined to the south Umpqua
and its tributaries. A number of quartz ledges have been discovered upon this
river, and some of them haYe been worked with profit. Lime, and some very
small veins of copper, have been found here. Considerable salt is made in the
Umpqua valley. Three salt springs have been improved.
COAST MINES.

From six miles north of the Coquille river to ten miles south of Rogue river,
gold dust js found in the ocean sand. Indeed, it is believed to be driven up
from the bed of the ocean by the action of the surf and tide; and working it
out does not appear to diminish the supply for the next season. This is the
celebrated ''gold beach;" it is about eighty miles in rxtent, will pay from three
to thirty dollars per day to the hand, and is capable of giving employment to
hundreds of miners.
'rhere are numerous mines in the Co::tst range of mountains south of the
Umpqua river, and a number of veins of gold-bearing quartz have been found.
Coal beds about Coos bay arc regarded as inexhaust~ble. Some of these coal beds
have been opened, and considerable quantities of the coal have been shipped.
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WILLAMETTE MINES.

These mines are on the tributaries along the east side of the valley, and in
th e Cascade mountains. r:l,hey are on the Molalla, Santiam, McKenzie, Middle
Fork, and Coast Fork. The mining on the Santiam is carried on principally by
the use of heavy machinery, to crush the gold-bearing quartz. Great quantities of this quartz have been found in this section of the mountains; in fact,
numerous lodes are found distributed in various places along the Cascade range.
'rhe mines on the Santiam have not been opened long enough to demonstrate
what they will pay, but many of the specimens are as rich as the quartz taken
from "gold hill." Some ledges showing very rich specimens have been found
on the waters of the McKenzie river. r:l1 he gold on the head branches of the
Coast Fork is found distributed in the "pay dirt." They are of late discovery,
but are belie-ved to be of considerable extent, and that they will pay from three
to twenty dollars per day to the hand.
Iron has been found on the waters of the Willamette, in both the Coast and
the 'Cascade ranges. 'rhe resources of iron in this country are inexhaustible.
One bed of ore, lying in the vicinity of Portland, has been traced for twenty
miles. The quality of the ore and the iron has been tested; the ore is rich,
and the iron is pronounced by all to be equal to the best Swedish and Russian.
A powerful company is now organized in Oregon to manufacture iron.
A number of salt springs are found in the valley of the Willamette, but none
of them have been improved to any degree of profit or success.
MINES OF NORTHERN OREGON.

r:l1 hese mines are situated principally upon the waters of the John Day river,
embracing mainly the southern section of this district, Canon City being its
centre - r:l1 here is here a variety of mining country, both placer and quartz.
Copper and silver are both found here, but the great production of the ''pay
dirt," or of the numerous heavy ledges of quartz, is gold. This country is
capable of giving employment to a great many miners. Its opened claims have
hitherto paid from five to one hundred dollars per .day to the hand.
MINES OF

RASTER~

OREGON.

Embraced in this division are numerous important mines, as the Grande
R onde, Powder river, Burnt river, Malheur, and numerous rivers, at various
points, for a distance of about one hundred and fifty miles along the Snake river.
Such a mining country as this, it is almost impossible to be over-populated with
miners ·; in fact, thousands above the hundreds already here may find profitable
employment in this section. The placer mines themselves may be regarded as .
inexhaustible. In addition to these, the country abounds in numerous heavy
ledges of gold and silver bearing quartz, the richness of which, so far as tested,
may be said to range from five to twenty-five hundred dollars to the ton. Numerous mills for crushing the quartz and collecting the metals are in operation,
and the yield of bullion is already enormous. These mines pay from five to
one hundred dollars per day to the hand.
MINES OF SOUTHEASTERN OREGON.

Embraced in this section we have so much of the mining country of the
Owyhee river and Jordan creek as are not in Idaho Territory, and also the
mines of Surprise and Puebla valleys. These mines are much the same in

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

149

character as those of eastern Oregon, except that in Peubla valley, in addition
to heavy lodes of gold and silver-bearing quartz, there is said to be immense
ledges of copper ore.
GENERAL REMARKS.

The extent of the mines in this State may be estimated as follows : From the
Oregon and California boundary northward along the coast, 100 miles; eastward along the waters of Rogue river, 100 miles by 40 north and south; from
the headwaters of the south Umpqua to the most northern mines of the Cascade range in Oregon, 200 miles ; and east of the Cascade mountains the mining
country may be estimated at 125 miles in width, east and west, by 275 miles
north and south, constituting an area of about 3.5,000 square miles.
The export products of Oregon are, firstly, gold and silver, which now
amount in the aggregate to the sum of $15,000,000 ; 2d, the following as the
chief articles : timber, lumber, shingles, wood, coal, wheat, flour, bacon, wool,
apples, lard, butter, oysters, salmon and potatoes; which, according to the best
statistical information at hand, may be estimated as worth $10,000,000; making
the entire export value of Oregon, for one year, amount to the grand total of
$25,000,000.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. L. APPLEGATE,
Surveyor General of Oregon.

Ron. J. M. EDMUNDS,
_
Com'lJliisioner o/ General Land Office.
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;....

Cl

t>:l
"0

0

l;:d
~

0

]05

106

1864.
July 22

1864.
Aug. 16

W m. H. Odell.. Guide

meridian
between
ranges 39 and 40 east, south
90 miles fi·om south boundary of township 10 south and
3d and 4th standard parallel
south, east from guide meridian to west bank of Snake
river and 5th standard parallel south, east from guide
meridian to west bank of
Owyhee river.
D.P. Thompson. Exterior lines of townships 1,
2, and 3 north, ranges 32
and 33 east, and townships
1 and 2 south, ranges 31 and
32 east; Deschute's guide
meridian to north boundary
of township 40 south, 4th,
5th, and 6th standard parallels south, west from Deschute's meridian to Deschute's river; exterior township lines down Middle Fork
of Willamette river, not to
exceed one hundrep and fifty
miles.

Miles. , Mls. chs. lks. Mls. chs. lks. IDolls. IDolls. l Dolls.
366 202 30 55 . ___ •......... 13 00 8 00 2, 630 961 Contract closed, accounts
transmitted and reported
for payment.

1-:tj

""'t>:l~:I:
00

M

0
l;:d

t>:l

~
~

l;:d
~

492

I • • • •

• • • •

• •

"

"

"

"

138 13 86

13 00 I 8 00 II, l05 38 Exterior lines of townships 1, 2, and 3 north,
rang·es 32 and 33 east,
and townships 1 and 2
south, ranges 31 and 32
east, completed, and
plats and accounts transmitted to the department.
Time extended on balance of contract ; deputy now in the field.

0

1-:tj
~

~:I:

tr:l
~

z~

t>:l

l;:d
~

0

~

B.-Statement qf cont1·acts entered into since August 31, 1864.
a.)

Contract.

<:.)

N arne of deputy.
No.

Description of lines.

~

....

;.a
Subdivisions.

~

107

1864.
Sept. 21

108

1865.
Jan. 16

109

1865.
Jan. 30

110

111

1865.
Feb. 7

1865.
April 12

50

~ca

. . . ....=
~

tnp.,

....t/,

::s

0

~

-<ll

s<:e

,.0

0

·;;:
.s.... ;a
Q,)

1<

~

::s

r:n

-- --

Mls. Mls.chs.lks. Mls. clts. lks.
Daniel Chaplin.. Subdivisions of townships 1, 2, and 3 north, 500 ................... 5l3 40 74
ranges 32 and :~3 east, and townships 1
and 2 south, ranges 31 and 32 east.

Wm. H. Odell.. Subdivisions in townships 17 and 18 south,
range 1 west, and meanders of McKenzie
river, in township 17 south, 1 west.

tLl

~05
"0 .-

Exteriors.

~

00
"'C

tLl

~<ll

Date.

Price per mile.
Amount surveyed.

... . . .. . .. .. ... .

13 10

93

. .........

~
t:;rj
~

~

0

0'"'

1-:l

~

Dolls.
$11 5,648 60 Contract closed,
acc'ts transm'd
and reported for
payment.
Acc'ts
for am't
........ 11 144 50
surveyed trans·
mitted. Bal. of
cont'ct canc'ed.
$12 11 .. ........... Field-notes returned. Plats
and transcripts
not yet completed.

........ ----

D. P. Thompson. Exterior lines of township 1 north, ranges 354 .................. . -............ - .......... -.... -.. 20 and 21 east; of township 1 south, mn·
ges 21, 22, 23, and 24 east; of township 1
&outh, range 14 east; the subdivisional
lines of townships I south, rang-es 21 and
23 east; of south half of townsht 1 north,
ranges 20 and 2l east; of nort half of
township l south, range 24 east; of town·
ship 1 sout.h, rang-e 22 east.
12
Odell & Lewis. First standard parallel north through ranges 535 --- .. - ........... ......................... $15
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, :~6, and 37 east; exterior lines of township 4 north, ranges 31,
32, and 33 east; of townships 5 and 6
north, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 east; subdivisions of township 4 north, 32 and 33
east ; of townships 5 and 6 north, 33, 34,
35, and 36 east.
........ - -.. -- ..... ..........
Forward & Un- Subuivisions of townships 4, 5, and 6 north, 210 ......................... - .. -...
31 east; of townships 5 and 6 north, 32
derwood.
east.

-.--

Remarks.

0

~

~

~
~

Ul
toj

a

~
toj
~

>
~

to<

0
":r.:l
~

~

t?:l

11

...

- ...... -....

Field-notes re·
turned. Plats
and transcripts
not yet completed.

~

~
~

t?:l

~
~

0

~

11 ................... Cancelled, being
in excess of appropriation.

~

Ql
~

C.-Statement qf original plats qf pubhc su'r uys, copies transm·itted to tlw gcnrral and local land o.ffirlcs since August 31, 1864.

~

c..:;1

~

Pl'tsmade.j
Contract.

;..:

~

~

-

Name of deputy.

Townships.

Lines.

Range.

....

. .a3. : 100

0

Date.

~

;...

A

0
I

106 I Aug. 16
107 I Sept. 21

1864.
Dec. 12

Dec. 31
1865.
March 4

1865.

J08

I Jan. 17

Feb.

Remarks.

~

0

+01

~

18

I

I

I

<l)

ilJ

3d stand'd parallelS. Bet, 15 and 1G south, Through 40, 41, 42, 43. 44, 45,
46, 47 east . __ . _...... _.. .
4th stand'd parallelS Bet. 20 and 21 south. Through 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45,
45, 47 east ............... .
5th stand'd parallelS. Bet. 25 and 26 south. Through 40, 41, 42, 43,44 east.
ISExteriors .•••••.... 1,2,and3north ___ _ 32 and 33 east ~
D p Th
· · ompson. ~ Exteriors_.. . • • • . • 1 and 2 south.-- .•.. 31 and 32 east 5· · ••· · .. · •· ·

Daniel Chaplin. ! Subdivisions _...•. - ~
Subdivisions • . • • • ..
Subdivisions . . . . . . .
Wm.H. OdelL. / Subdivisions-------

•

cl-%j

U.H .Q ~

1 - 1 - 1-1-1 -~-------

I W m. H. OdelL .1Guide meridian. _.. . 11 to 25 south ..... . Between 39 and 40 east ...•..

] , 2, and 3 north • --. 1 32 east.············--··-·- - ~
J. and 3 north....... 33 east.....................
1 and 2 south....... 31 and 32 east..............
17and18south ..... lwest. ....................

~

0
t:O
~

:§;~ ~ i]0

.sa3

- -1

1864.
105 I July 22

t".l

ss 00
·~

0
~

No.I

!:d

~

<l)

ll

1, •. , 2, Commissioner's copy

1 1.- 2
1
2
11 ]]I_
---1 2
1 1 -- 2

3~ 31 31 9
2 2 2 6
4 4 412
2/ 2 2 6

~

p::
t".l

of each map accompanied by transcript
of field-notes.

00

t".l

0

!:d
t".l

~

>
~
~

0

l:rj

~

p::

t_.:j
~

!Z
~

t_.:j
~
~

0

~

n.-Ftatcmcnt of ([('COUnt of appTopriation for compensation qf SUTveyor general
ing June 30, 1865.

o/

Oregon and clerks in ltis qffice for tlw year end-

DR.

CR.

To amount paid surveyor general and clerks, 3d quarter 1864 .. .
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks, 4th quarter 1864 .. .
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks, 1st quarter 1865 ..
To amount paid surveyor general and clerks, 2d quarter 1865 ...
To balance .•...••••....•................••........

$1, 8oo

I

oo I

1,703 74
1, 975 00
1,975 00
1,971 51

---9,425

By amount unexpended of last year's appropriation ........ .
By amount of appropriation approved June 25, 1864 .. __ .•...

$625 25
8,800 00

~
trj

'"d

0

~

1-3

9,425 25

I

25 1

By balance .•.••.. ___ ... __________________________ _

0

""j

J, 971 51

.-3

P:l
t?;j

00
t?;j

c
E.-Account
DR.
To
To
To
To

o/ appropriation for

rent qf office,fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental expenses, including pay of messenge'r,for
year ending June 30, 1865.

amount expended, 3d quarter 1864 ....••.. __ •.. __ ......
amount expended, 4th quarter 1864 .. ____ .. _. ____________
amount expended, 1st quarter 1865 . _............ ___ . __ . _
amount expended, 2d quarter 1865 ..........••. _ .. _. _...
To balance .............. __ .. _..••.... _.. _. ____ . __ ._

CR.
50
25
00
50
92

By amount unexpended of last year's appropriation ....... _..
By amount of appropriation approved June 25, 1864 .........

1,633 17

By balance ......••••...•.....•.....................

$250
243
261
313
564

------

$1,133 17
500 00

~
t?;j

1-3

~
~
~

c""j
1-3

P:l
t?;j

1,633 17
564 92

H

z1-3
t?;j

~
.....

0

~

.......

D•

~

I

F.-Account

of appropriatwnfor extension of public surveys

~

for year end2"ng June 30, 1865.
CR.

DR.

~

I By balance of

To amount reported for payment on contract No. 105, W.
H. Odell ........•......... - ............. . ........... $2,630 96
To amount reported for payment on contract No. 106, D.
P. 'l'hompson ....................................... . 1,105 38
To amount reported for payment on contract No. 107, Daniel
Chaplin .........•................................... 5,648 60
To amount reported for payment on contract No. 108, W.
H. Odell ...•........................................
144 50
To amount reported for payment on inspection account, W.
M. Taylor ...••......•..........•...•••••...•.......
242 67
ESTIMATED.

v'"1

appropriation of previous year ............ $2,566 19
By appmpriat;on appmved July 2,1864 ...........•.••. 20,000 00
Estimated excess to balance ............................ 1,210 54

1

t:d

t.".l
'"t1
0
~
~

0

~
~

---$9,772 11

~

t;rj

Unfinished contract No. 106, D.P. Thompson ............ 3,880 62
Unfinished contract No. 109, D.P. Thompson ............ 3,978 00
Unfinished contract No. 110, Odell & Lewis .......... __ .. 6,146 00

r:n
t:rl

a

~

14,004 62

t:t:l

-----

23,776 73

23,776 73

0

G.-Estimatefor surveying and oflice cxpensesfor fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.

~

~

~

OFFICE EXPENSES.

t;rj

$7,500 00
2,400 00
1,800 00

zH
$11' 700 00

SURVEYING SERVICE.

For surveying 90 miles guide meridian, at $15 per mile .................... ---- - · ..................................... .
l!.,or surveying 160 miles standard parallels, at $15 per mile_ ....... _...... -- ... __ ......•........ __ ..... __ ..... __ .... __ .
For surveying 700 mil es exterior township lines, _at $12 per mile . __ . __ ... __ .... __ ... __ ......... __ .... __ ........... __ --.
For surveying 3, 000 subdivisional lines, at $11 ...... __ .. __ .... _.... _.................. __ ............... _..... __ ..... .

~

to<

-----

For compensation of surveyor general and regular clerks .......... - .... -- - ... ---- ........ -- .... --- . ----- ---- ---- . ----.
:For transcripts of field-notes to be sent to the General Land Office ........ - ................ -- ......... -- ....... -- ...... .
:For office rent, fuel, incidental expenses, and messenger ............. ----- ... --- .. -- ....... --.--- ........... ---- ... ---.

~

~

1,350
2,400
8,400
33,000

00
00
00
00

t:d
H

0

~

45,150 00
Total estimate ............................•..•...•....•........•........•.•................ - •.. , ..••..........

~

t:t:l

56,850 00
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I.
SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Olympia, Tl- ashington Territory, July 15, 1865.
S1 R: In compliance with instructions from the General Land Office, under
date of :May 11. 1865, I herewith submit the following report, in duplicate, of
the progress of the public surveys in this district, and other operations of this
office during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, together with a detailed
report on the "varied resources of the country," so as to attract attention and
immigration to the different regions of the Territory "possessing fertile soil, and
afrording other natural advantages to the varied branches of industry." I also
forward the usual statements of the business appertaining to this surveying district, to accompany the report, as follows, viz:
A.-Statement showing the condition of contracts which were not closed at
the date of the last annual report.
B.-Statement of original plats made, and copies transmitted to the General
Land Office and district land offices since the date of the last annual report.
C.-List of township claim maps made, and copies transmitted to the General
Land Office and district land offices during the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1865.
D.-List of lands surveyed in Washington Territory since June 30, 1864,
and up to June 30, 1865.
E.-Estimate of expenses incident to the survey of the public lands in the
Territory of Washington for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
1!..,.-Map of Washington Territory, showing the condition of the field-work
and proposed lines of survey for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.

A.-Statement slwwing the condition qf contracts wltich we1·e not closed at tlw date qf the last annual report.

~

C',Jl

0':>

Contract.
Name of deputy.
No.

Work embraced in contract.

Remarks.

~

t:r:l

Date.

"t:l

0

72

May 5,1863

74

June 25, 1863

77

Aug. 12, 1864

78

July 14, 1864

79

80
81
82

July 14, 1864

Sept. 1, 1864
Nov. 5,1864
May 26,1864

D. G. Majors ..... Subdivision of fractional townships No. 6 north, ranges 31, 32, No ad vices from deputy. Supposed to be aban33, 34, 35, 36, and :37 east.
doned.
George House, jr. -I Subdivision of township No. 11 north, ranges 40, 41, 42, and 43 Closed. Plats, &e., transmitted to General
Land Office.
'
east.
H. J. Stevenson .. Subdivision of township 20 north, range 4 east ...•••.... - ..•... Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to General
Land Office.
George House, jr. -I Subdivision of townships Nos. 9, 10, and 11, range 21 east; town- Township No. 10, ranges 38 and 39 east, and
township 11, range 39 east, closed. Plats,
ships 10, 11, and 12, range 20 east; townships 10 and 11, range
39 east; and township 10, range 38 east.
&c., transmitted to General Land Office.
Deputy in the field at work on balance of
contract.
F. Henry-------- Third standard parallel west from guide meridian, 78 miles exte- Subdivision of township 9, ranges 28 and 29
east; township 10, range 28 east; and third
riors of townships Nos. 9, 10, 11, and 12, ranges 20, 21, and
22 east; township J 3, ranges l 8, 19, 20, and 21 east; and substandard parallel, tl:!rough ranges Nos. 19,
20, 21, 22J 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30
division of township 9, range 29 east; townships 9 and 10,
east, of west meridian, closed. Plats, &c ,
range 28 east; and township 13, ranges 18, 19, 20, and 21 east.
transmitted to General Land Offic<J. Balance of contracts abandoned by mutual consent.
E. Richardson .•.. I Sixth standard parallel east, through range 6 east; south and Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to General
east boundaries of township 24, range 6 east; and subdivision
Land Office.
of township 24, range 6 east.
E. Richardson .... ! Subdivisionoftownships23 and24north, range5east----------l Closed. Plats, &c., transmitted to General
Land Office.
Charles A. White. Third standard parallel, 6 miles west of corner to township 13, Deputy now in the field.
ranges 18 and 19 east; exteriors of townships 9, 10, 11, and
12, ranges 20, 21, and 22 east; township l 3, ranges 18, 19, 20,
and 21 east; and subdivision of township 13, ranges 18, 19, 20,
and 21 east.

~
~

0

"".j

t-3
~

t:r:l
00

t:r:l

0

~

t:r:l
t-3

~
~
~

0

~

t-3
~

tr.:l
H

z~

t:r:l

~
H

0

!0
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B.-Statement qf m·iginal plats made, and copies transmitted to the General
Land Office and district land Wices, since the date qf the last annual report.

w

"'0

s:l

(I)

c:l

Description of plats.

(I)

~

s:l

:~

0
Township No. 11 north, range 40 easL .••......•......
Township No. 11 north, range 41 east ................ .
Township No. 11 north, range 42 east .................
Township No. 12 north, range 43 east. ................
Township No. 20 north, range 4 east . . .. . .............
Sixth standard parallel, through range 6 .....•.........
Township No. ~4 north, range 6 east ..................
Township No. 32 north, range 12 west ................
Exteriors of township No. 31 north, ranges 7 and 8 west.
Meridian to·wnship No. 31 north, ranges 9, 10, and 11
west, and township No. 32 north, range 11 west ......
Township No. 10 north, range 3R east .................
Township No. 10 north, range 39 east .................
Township No.1] north, range 39 easL ................
Township No. 9 north, range 28 east .......•.••......
Township No. 9 north, range 29 east ....••..•.•......
Township No. 10 north, range 28 east ......•..........
Third standard parallel west, through ranges 19 to 30 ...
Township No. 23 north, range 5 east ..................
Township No. 24 north, range 5 east .........•........

0

H· !:S
0
0
ca!:S

~0

s:l

0

]

<f)

(I)

c!:5

-1
1

i=i

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1 ---1
1
1
1
1 ........

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1 ........
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 .........
1
1
1
1

1

When transmit ted.

-+'>

1
1
1
1
1

3
0

Eo;

3
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
2

Aug. 20,
Aug. 20,
Aug. 20,
Aug. 20,
Nov. 15,
Nov. 29,
Nov. 29,
J an. 5,
Jan. 5,

1864.
1864.
1864.
1864.
1864.
Hl64.
1864.
1865.
1865.

2
3

Jan. 5,
Jan. 10,
J an. 10,
Jan. 10,
April 5,
April 5,
April 5,
April20,
May 18,
May 18,

1865.
1865.
1865.
1865.
1865.
1865.
1865.
1865.
1865.
l 865.

3

3
3
3
3

2
3
3

----C.-List of original townsltip claim maps made, and copies t1·ansmitted to the
Gene1·al Land Office and district land ojjiccs, during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1865.

Description of plats.

When transmitted.

Township 38 north, range 2 east ...•.........•........
Township 20 north, range 4 east ....•.................

Sept. 20, 1864.
June 20, 1865.
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D.-List qf lands surveyed in lVaskington Territory since June 30, 1864, and
up to June 30, 1865.

"'

~
+::.-::l
"'
;: ~

00

u.i

.3f
.....
0

z0

Description.

~

~

~

2
:~

4
5
6
'1
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

:1!:1N.,R. 2E ..
20N., R. 4E ..
24 N., R. 6E ..
10 N., R. 38 E ..
10 N., R. 39 E ..
11 N., R. 39 E ..
9 N., R. 28 E ..
10 N., R. 28 E ..
9 N., R. 29 E ..
23 N., R. 5E ..
32 N., R. 12 W.
24 N., R. 5E ..
11 N., R. 40 E ..
11 N., R. 41 E ..
11 N., R. 42 E ..
12 N., H. 43 E ..
TotaL ....

~
0

:;:l

p,

A

::0p

Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.
Tp.

0

.~

Acres.

1

a

·~

10,747.55
12,087.54
20,675.07
22,958.73
23,036.47
22,933.40
21,922.99
20,701.79
20,755.15
21,238.24
1, 681.80
18,842.44
22,970.79
23,010.82
23,044.99
23,111.13

----

.::!
~
0

Acres.

d

d;;.

~

1-<

;;.
QJ

I-<

8
0
0

QJ

u.i
~

...h·~
.....
~
~

Acres.

00

Q)

1-< 00

1=1
0

~·..::

.~

.s.........~d
0.::!
........
1-< p

Total.

ClJp.,

H

"0
~

"'-<tJ"'

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

1' 344.08 ... .. .. -..... .................. 98.92 12,190.55
12.63 20,877.17
3,306.81 ....... -..... 5,470.19
--···----- ........... ...... - ..... -- ..... ................... 20,675.07
....... -............... . .. ---. - ................. -... .................... 22,958.73
........................... ................ ... ..... -........ -- .. .. .................. 23,036.47
........................ .. .. .. -..... .. .. -- ............. - .................. 22,933.40
.................... .. .. .. ... ... .................... .................. 21,922.99
...................... ............. . ................... ................... 20,701.79
20,755.15
---------- ............ .........................
317.68 .............. .... -.. ..... -- .. .. ............... 21,555.92
.....................
. ... -...... - ... - .. ...... -- .
-------- 1' 681. 80
.. - ... -........... -- .. .. .. -...... .......................... ....................... 18,Fl42.44
............... ......... ..... -- ... ....... -............... -------- 22,970.79
................ ---- ................ ................ -- ... ................... 23,010.82
............. ---- --- .. - ... ........................... -------- 23,044.99
............... ---- ------ .......................... -------- 23, 111.] 3

······I309,718.90 I 4,968.57

--

-

............. 5,470.19

----

111.55 320,269.21

E.-Estimate of expenses incident to tlte survey of the public lands in the Ten·itory of Washing·
ton for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867.
:E'or salary of surveyor generaL ........................................... .
For salary of chief clerk .................................................. .
For salary of draughtsman ................................................ .
For salary of assistant draughtsman ....................................... .
For salary of one clerk ................................................... .
For rent of office, wages of messenger, purchase and repairs of instruments, field
books, stationery, and other incidental expenses ........................... .
For 350 miles meridian and parallel lines, at $15 per mile .................... .
For 270 miles township exterior Jines, at $12 per mile ........................ .
For 2,280 miles subdivisional lines, at $11 per mile ...........•...............

$2,500
1,800
1,500
] '500
1,300
2,500
5,340
3,240
25,080

Total ...........•..........................•..................

44,760

The estimate of 356 miles for meridian and standard parallel lines includes
66 miles of the Columbia guide meridian, from the northeast corner of township
number 28 north, range 31 east, north to the boundary line between the British
possessions and Washington Territory and the Puget Sound guide meridian,
south six miles. Also the 9th standard parallel east of the Columbia guide meridian, sixty-six miles, and eighteen miles west of saicl meridian, as a base of
operations for the survey of township in the Colville and Okinakane River districts. It also includes sixty-six miles of the 4th standard parallel, east from said
Columbia guide meridian, to the boundary line between Washington and Idaho
Territories as a base for surveying operations on the Pelouse river and its
numerous tributaries. It also includec from twelve to eighteen miles each of
the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, ancl. 9th standard parallels east of the Willamette meridian, in order to extend the township surveys up the foot-hills of the
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mountain1:1, and also in order to keep pace with the settlements which are fast
extending up all the little valleys, which are very numerous between the 3d and
9th standa1 d parallels.
The estimate of 270 miles township extc:>rior lines includes townships Nos.
34 and 35, ranges 40, 41, 42, and 43 eaE~t, in the Colville district; also townships 31 and 32, ranges 4 and 5 east; townships 24 and 25, ranges 6 and 7 east;
township:"! 28 and 29, range 1 west; townships 13 and 14, ranges 7, 8, and 9
west, and several fractional townships on the Columbia river, between Cascades
and township 2, range 12 east.
'rhe estimate of 2,280 miles subdivisional lines includes 480 miles in the
Colville district, being townships 34 and 35, ranges 40, 41, 42, and 43 east.
Most of the land in these townships is of the very best quality, and a large
portion of it has been settled and cultivated for the last thirty years or more,
and the balance is fast being settled by American citizens. About all the old
settlers were voyageurs, or their decendants, connected with the Hudson Bay
Company. The settlers in this region of our Territory have frequently and
earnestly petitioned this office for the survey of said district. Said estimate of
2,280 miles also includes the subdivision of townships Nos. 21 to 30 inclusive,
range 5 east, and townships 31 and 32, range 4 cast; township 12, range 2
east. A very large portion of these townships contain first quality of soil, and
are being fast settled. We deem it absolutely necessary that they should be
subdivided, not only for the benefit of the present settlers, but for the benefit
of the coming immigration. It also includes townships 13 and 1 4, ranges 7, 8,
9 west, containing many settlers who are exceedingly anxious to have the same
surveyed. Also townships 28 and 29, range 1 west, and townships 13, 14, and
15, range 1 east, and townships 20, range 5 east; townships 14 and 15, range 1
west, and the fractional townships on the Columhia river, between Cascades
and township 2, range 12 east.
The agricultural advantages possessed by Washington Territory are very great.
Although a large portion is mountainou~, it contains within its borders great
prairies and rich grazing lands, which would afford nutriment to countless flocks
of sheep and herds of cattle; and its hundreds of thousands of acres of rich
alluvial and upper fertile soil would richly remunerate the agriculturist to open
the same to the various productions of the earth. West of the Cascade mountains there is nearly as large an amount of arable land as in the State of New
York, including the rich lands of the Chehalis valley, nearly all of which has
been surveyed, and contains now about two hundred settlers, and there yet remains about two hundred and fifty thousand acres of the very best arable land
unoccupied. The Chehalis river falls into Gray's harbor, and is navigable for
small steamers for about sixty miles up from its mouth, giving a most excellent
water communi~ation to Gray's harbor, from whence produce can be shipped to
San Francisco, Victoria, or to any other market on the Pacific.
The valley of the Willopa, from Shoalwater bay up as far as Elk prairie,
thirty-five miles, is well adapted to cultivation and stock-raising, and has abundance of timber and water. Between the mouth of the Willopa river anJ Elk
prairie there are nine prairies, containing, on an average, about two sections
each of the very best soil. 'rhis river, however, for eight or ten miles up, flows
mostly through tide lands, which are covered with most excellent grass, growing
fi·om three to four feet high. Large crops of potatoes and other garden vegetables, and in fact heavy crops of wheat, have been raised on these natural
meadows. r_rhey are overflowed only by the highest winter tides, while branches.
and sloughs make them accessible from the river by boats. Above the tide
lands the river is lined by higher bottom lands and prairies, which are considered the best lands on the river for the cultivation of the cereals. There are
now about fifty settlers in this valley, and the land produces from fifty to sixty
bushels of wheat to the acre, and in fact, wherever the soil has been cultivated,
1
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has produced most excellent crops. The valley extends about fifty miles above
the mouth of the river, and is from eight to ten miles wide. The sub-soil of
the hills back of the prairies consists of clay, generally soft, and is covered with
a rich mould. 1'he timber on the hill consists of yellow fir, white and red
spruce, hemlock and cedar, and along the rivers, maple, cedar, and cottonwood.
rrhe valley will probably be surveyed next summer.
1'he Cowlitz river, running southwardly, and falling into the Columbia near
Monticello, drains at least half a million of acres of fertile lands, and has many
of the oldest settlers in the 1'erritory among its prosperous farmers. All cereal
grains, except Indian corn, grow admirably here, the wheat in particular. The
valley contains about two hundred and fifty settlers, and a very large portion
has been surveyed.
1'he rich bottom lands of the Nesqually, Puyallup, Dwamish, White, Green,
Cedar, Snoqualmoo, Stalukahamish, Skagit, and Nooksahk rivers, the waters of
which disembogue in Admiralty inlet and Puget sound, are broad, rich, and of
the most fertile quality, and, with the exception of a large portion of said lands
being densely timbered with fir and cedar, will bear about the same description
as given of the Willopa valley. It has been proved by actual cultivation that all
the cereal grains, except Indian corn, flourish admirably upon these river bottoms
and adjacent lands.
All kinds of fruit that would flourish in the State of New York, except the
peach, do exceedingly well in this Territory, particularly apples, plums, and
pears, from the cultivation of which fortunes have already been made here. A
very large variety of berries, large and of excellent quality, both wild and cultivated, grow here in great profusion.
Washington Territory, east of the Cascade mountains, contains a vast amount
of unsettled fertile land, capable of producing all the varieties of cereal grains,
fruits, &c., in quantity and quality about the same as west of the mountains.
The Walla-Walla valley contains now a population of about two thousand,
and surpasses in extent, advantages, climate and soil, that of the Great Salt
Lake, and can subsist a larger population.
The Colville valley contains, as far as ascertained to a certainty, about twelve
townships of excellent fertile soil, and hundreds of thousands of acres of the
very best grazing lands.
The Yakama valley contains a large amount of arable land unsettled, and
a very great amount of grazing land. Thia valley is admirably adapted to
stock-raising.
As a general thing our winters west of the mountains are rainy, with but
very little snow or freezing weather, and when the grass is not grazed too close
in the summer, stock will thrive without fe~ding at all; but it would be considered risky not to provide thirty or forty days' feed for stock every fall. rrhe
climate here is far milder than in the same latitudes east of the Rocky mountains. One great cause of this, undoubtedly, is, that the winds blow almost constantly from the ocean; during the summer from the north and northwest, and
in winter from the south. 1'he winter winds coming from the tropics are consequently warm, and much rain falls. The ground is rarely covered with snow,
and often remains unfrozen throughout the entire winter; the mean temperature
at Olympia being fifty-two degrees, and at Cape Disappointment fifty-two degrees.
The climate is peculiarly salubrious ; no epidemic prevails, and as a general
thing the white population are remarkably healthy and energetic. The great
forests of cedar, fir, and spruce undoubtedly exert a salutary influence on the
surrounding atmosphere.
It is already known that Washington Territory produces timber in abundance,
and of the finest quality. For plank, boards, scantling, and building materials
generally, no part of the world is so bountifully supplied with the raw material;
and for ships' spars of the very best quality, the world might find here au
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ample supply. With such an extent of inland navigable water, with harbors
for ships and water-power, and coal in great abundance to produce steam, with
an inland coast of nearly three thousand miles upon the waters of the sound,
linecl with the most valuable forests of the world, Washington '.rerritory has
already become the great lumber factory for the Pacific, and soon will be the
great lumber and spar depot for the world.
Our foreign exports of lumber and spars amount now to over one and a half
million of dollars per annllm.
Vvashington Territory is rich in its mineral productions. Great mines of
superior coal have been opened and worked on Bellingham bay, on the Sammamish lake, near Seattle, and on the Straits of Fuca. Coal in vast fields has
lately heen discovered near the waters of the sound in various localities, and all
that is needed to successfully work these newly discovered mines are men and
capital. The government will some day become aware of the importance of
Puget Sound as a coal depot for the supply of the naval vessels which must
ever be kept permanently upon the waters of the Pacific. Coal could be furnished on board its men-of-war for about one-half of the cost of transportation
from the Atlantic side to the present depot on this coast. Quarries of marble,
granite, lime, and sandstone are inexhaustible, and in gold, copper, and lead
the Territory is exceedingly rich. Ledges of gold-bearing quartz and lead
mines have lately been discovered on the headwaters of \Vhite and Niequally
rivers. It is believed that these mines are extensive, and several companies
are now making preparations to work them.
There are several varieties of fish taken at tbe mouth of the Straits of Fuca,
and on the fishing banks, which commence about fifteen miles northwest fi·om
Cape Flattery, called cod, and of these the variety called by the Indians " cardarlte" is the true Newfoundland cod. Halibut are also abundant in these
waters. Further north along the coast, between Cape Flattery and Sitka, in
the Russian possessions, both cod and halibut are very plenty and of a much
larger size than those taken at the cape, or further up the straits and sound.
No one who knows these facts for a moment doubts but that if vessels, similar
to those used by the Bank fishermen that sail from Massachusetts aud .Maine,
were fitted out here, and were to fish on the various banks along this coast, it
would even now be a most lucrative business. Cod and salmon are also taken
in large quantities far up the sound, especially in Eliott's bay, near Seattle, and
in· the narrows, but the cod are much smaller than those taken on the banks,
and arc undoubtedly the young fish, as they resemble the large cod in every
particular. '!'hey weigh from three to eight pounds.
The cod and halibut on this coast up near Sitka are fully equal to the largest
taken in the eastern waters.
Salmon, sturgeon, rock cod, tom cod, and various other kinds of eatable fislt,
especially the salmon, are to be found in great abundance at Shoalwater bay,
Gray's harbor, Columbia river, and in well-nigh all the waters of the sound.
'l'he best salmon arc taken in the Qui-nai-elt river in the spring and htll.
'rhey are short, thick, and very fat, and rarely attain ten pounds weight, and
are an entirely distinct variety from any that run up either the Columbia or the
Straits of Fuca. Shell-fish, such as clams, mussels, and crabs, arc abundant in
all the waters of the sound and upon the coast. Oysters, though small, are
found in abundance at Oyster bay, on Budd's inlet, near Olympia, and many
other localities on the sound. At Shoalwater bay oysters have been greatly
improved by transplanting, and already the oyster trade at that one point
amounts to over one hundred a;::td fifty-thousand dollars per annum.
'fhere is no State or Territory in the Union that surpasses this Territory for
the extent of its water-power. By reference to the accompanying map it will
be seen that the whole country west of the Cascades is traversed by streams
lli

162

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

of various ~izes, which, like veins, extend themselves in every directiou. On
almost all these streams may be found water-powers of various capacities.
Some of the most important of these streams are found near Olympia, Seattle,
Whatcom, Gray's harbor, and at the Snoqualmoo falls, where sufficient 1w·wer
for the largest description of mills and factories can be obtained.
One great disadvantage, the want of a good road across the CaEcade mountains, to immigration in getting· to the waters of Puget sound, i~ now about to
be remedied. The people residing on the sound and vicinity have determined
to have a passable road over the Na-chess pass of the mountains, and large
amounts of money sufficient for the work have been subscribed and paid in for
this object. A party of twenty-five men are now about ready to commence
work, with a determination to open the road in time for the fall immigration.
It will be remembered that Congress once made an appropriation of twenty
thousand dollars to open this route as a military road. The funds were expended
and road made in 1854, and quite a large immigration came by that road in
1854 and 1855, but since that time the road has been used only to drive stock
over, and has consequently become impassable for wagons on account of the
fallen timber and underbrush accumulated during the Indian war.
E. GIDDINGS,
Acting Surveym· General TVasltington Territory .
Hon. J. M. EDMuNns,
Comnu'ssioner General Land Q!Jice.
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No. 13.-Agricultural selections within certain States, a'/Ul also scrip locations
under agricultural and mechanics' act rif July 2, 1862.

Land di strict:".

Acres.

:\II NNESOT1\ .

~'~y ~{~~l~1_1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~:: ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~::: ~:::: o: o62: 4s·

:
1-- i
Winnebago City ................................. 1 34, 464. 89
Minneapolis .. .. . .. ... .... .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... 32,817.74
~t. Peter.... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. ..
42, 507. 06
Dnleith .................................................... .
Total ....................................

Acres.

1,280.00
22,051.25
20,019.86
22,617.11
19,089.65
2,080.00

1,440.00
160.00
480.00
960.00

·1119,852.17 =8=7=,1==3=7=.8=7= ==:={,=0=4=0.=0=0

WI~CONSIN.

Stevens's Point.... . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . llO, 981. 22 ..................... .
Menasha.. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. 39, 818. 16
1, 760. 00 ........ ..
Falls of St. Croix................................ 57,636.03
1, 120.00 ......... .
.B~au Claire......................................
31,572.32
2, 556.42
1, 440.00
TotaL ................................. --

-- 1240,007.73 -5~~

KANS.<'.

!

I

Topeka....... .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .
Humboldt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Junct~on City ................................... , 90,000.40
TotaL . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. ..

1, 440. 00

90, 000. 40

1, 600. 00
:~20. 00
2, 236.72 ......... .
~~~~

4,316.72

:320.00

IOWA.

Des Moines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J 0, 9tm. 61
:~:w. 00 ......... .
Council Bluffs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... __ . . . . . . . ...... _..
Fort Dodge ..................................... 1 ] 55, 4~3. 54
320. 00 ........ ..
Sioux City .................................... -- / 73, 593. 81 .................... ..

j240,000.'96

640. 00 ........ ..

Detroit . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. 20, 516. 54
East Saginaw .............. _......... _..................... .
Ionia ..................................................... _.

1,120.00

Tot a I. ....................................
."HI CHili AN.

4,284.93
70,536.00
8,488.69
Marquette ................................................. . 258,396.66
Traverse City ................................... 97,980.31
5,719.20
Total..................................... 118,496.85

347,425.48

7,040.24
8, 160.24

164

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

No. 13.-Agricultuml selections within ceTtain States, o/c.-Continued.

Land districts.

==
A'"'·

MISSOURI.

iloonv~::,~;:: ::::::::: :::· ::::::::::::::::::::::
NEBRASKA TERRITORY.

Ams.

I

~~~==

I

Omaha City_ .. _________________________________ _
Browns·dllo. ________________________ . __ ........ .
Nebraslm City ____________ ·----------------- ___ _

5,114.42
2,065.92
5,113.24

1,280.00
1,280.00

Total. ________________________________ .... ~-:-~·=f12,293.58T2.56o.Oo
W' ASHTNGTON TERRITORY.

1,760.10 ...... ----

Olyn1pia ...... ---- .... ·----- ·----- ---- ·----- ---- ------------

Total.-----------·-------------------- ____ r-___-_-_-__-_-_-___·'~ ---1,-7--6-0.-1-0 ~~~
RECAPITULATION.
Minnesota ...... ____ . _____ .. __ . _...... _.... _.. __ 119,852. 17
Wisconsin . ____ . _.. ___ . __ ... __ ... _.......... _.. _ 240, 007. 73
Kansas . __ .......... _................. - ....... __ 90, 000. 40
Io'tva ______ .. ___ .. _____ . ______ ... _... __ .... _... _ 240. 000. 96

87,137.87
~~. 040.00
5,4:l6. 42
1,440.00
3,20. 00
4,:316.72
640.00 ....................
347,425.48
8,160.24
:~~~~~~~ _- ~: ~ .- ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~: ~ ~ ~:: ~: ~: ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: . ~~~~ ~~~~ ~~. 1,120.00 ------ ........
2,560.00
Nebraska Territory . _........ _..... -- ...................... .. 12,293.58
1,760.00 ....................
Washi~gton Territory .. ------ ...... -------------- ~ ---- ....... .

::::

TotaL ........................ -... .. .. . . .. 808, 358. 11

460,130.07

15,520.24

Total located ............................................ .
1'otal selected . . . . . . _......... - ........... -- ............ .

475,650.31
808,358.1]

Total. ... _...... _... __ . _. _ .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .

1, 284,008.42

The whole number of pieces of scrip issued __ ................................
30, 339
The whole number of pieces located to June 30, 1865 ..................... --.2, 851
The whole number of pieces located in July and August, 1865- .......... -.- ....... ------

No. lt1.

Statemcttt cxltibiting land concessions by acts

---,

if

Congress to Stcttes anll corporations for railroa1l and military 'tl!agon 1·oad purposes
from tl~e year 1850 to June 30, 1865.

--

•o

"'"'

... ..<:1
~ ....

~..<:1

~::
f'l"'
c:l""'
:::1,::

~:..c
... Q)

StateH.

Date of laws.

Statute~.

Page.

"'""'

<.: ::<
'-::I

Mile limits.

Name of road.

0

C';::l

.,;

~~§
-OI'l,.,
8:;;

--------

m~~~~::::::::::: .~~~-t: -~~/~~~:::: I
J\IiHRissippi. . . . . . . Sept. 20, 1850 ....
Do.... . . . . . . . . August 11, 1856 ..
Do .................... do ......•.
Alabama......... Sept. 20, 1850 ... .
Do............. l\Iay 17, 1856 .... .
Do ..................... do ....... .

9
J1
1l

1\fobile and Ohio River ........................................ .
Southern railroad ............................... ........ .... .
Gulf and Ship lMlaud railroad .............................. .

11
11
ll

11

11

ll•:··:::::::: -T"'·;E':::-- 1

466
30
30

1l

J

I

-

I ~i~~?1i! ~:~t~~i~~g~:: ~ :::::::::::::::::::::::: ............... .

466
15
15
17
17
17
17
16

!)

ll

·--

466
466

Mobile and Ohio River........................................
Alabama and Florid:1.........................................
Alabama and Tennessee......................................
Xortheastern and Southwestern...............................
Coosa and Tennessee .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. ..
Will's Vn,lley .................................................
Mobile anrl Girard............................................

6 and 15
6 and 15

*7:17, 130. 29

~ ~ ~·-~~~--~~.

1, 004, 640. 00
404, 800. 00
652,800.00

~

0

"".:j

1-3

p:;

*419, 528.44
394, 5:22. 99
440,700.16
289, 535. 58
67, 784. 96
171,920.51
404,145.86

230,400.00
419 520. 00
481:920.00
691, 840. 00
132, 480. 00
206,080.00
840,880.00

00
t_1j

6 and 15
6 and 15 :::::: : :: : 1.....
6 and 15
6 and 15
6 and 15
6 and 15
6 and 15
6 and15
6 and 15

I ~~o;~a~nf~\~11~:~~~~~-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: . -~·a-~~-~~-

. .. . .... ..
.. .. .. .. ..
.... ... .. .
. .. . .. .. ..
.. . .. .. . ..
..........
..... . . .. .

:::::::::: :::::::::::::::: ......

8
8
155

Hannibal and St. Joseph............ .. .. .. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. .
Pacific nnd Southwestern Branch.............................
Cairo and Fulton.............................................

6 and 15 . .. .. .. .. .

Art~~~~~:: :::::: 1 -~-e-~~~~z.~·-~~~~:

i310

155
155
155

93

~

t_1j

6 and 15 .......... I

3~

95
9

~

2, 595, 053. 00

11

May 15, 1856.....
11
June 2, 1864 ..... Pam. Laws.
May 15, 1856.....
11
June 2, 1864 ..... Pam. Laws.

I~~

2. 595. 053. 00

10
10
10

Iowa .............
Do ............
Do ............
Do...... .. .. ..

O>:;l~

1

Do ............. August ll, 1856 .. J

I
I

M

t_1j

1-0

0

>OM,;

:::::::: J

Missouri.......... June 10, 1852 .... 1
Do .................... do ....... .
Do ............ February 9, 1853.

Do .................... do........

z

~

~~~·-~~~~ ~~

6 and 15 . .. .. . . .. .
6 and 15 .. .. .. . .. .

593, 821. 35
J, 1;JS, 073.54
63, 540. 11

781, 944. 83
1, 161.235.07
219, 262. 31

Memphis and Little Rock.....................................
Cairo and Fulton.............................................
Little Rock and Fort Smith...................................

6 and 15 1..... ... ..
6 and 15 ... .. .. .. .
6 and 15 . .. .. . . . ..

il27, 238.51
1, 115,408.41
550, 520. 18

438,646.89
1, 160,067.40
550, 52.3. 34.

Burlington and Missouri River................................

6 and 15 1.......... 1

287, 046. 34

948, 643. 6G

:~~~8~~~!~~~ :~~~:~~ii~~~~~-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-_:_:_:_· .:.-_-:-·_.-_.-_.:-:~--:_:_:_:_:_:_:_::::::::: ::~ ~:~~ ~~: .... ~~ .....::::: ~~~.:~~~: ~~:
1

* In the adjustment of this grant the roac1 was treah:d as au entit·ety, and without reference to the State line; hen co Alabama has approved to her more and
they would appear to be entitled in proportion to the length of road line in the respective l)tates.
t To the area heretofore reported must be added 327,871.10 acres, making the whole quantity certified to the State equal to 1, 793,167.10.
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No. 14.-Statement c;J;hibiting land concessions by acts

if

Congress to States and corporations,

.......

~c.-Continued.

0:,

CJ

.:.

§:

'-'

OOQ;)

~:5

CJ;...

:::1""
:::l :::1

""

~'0

...
CJ';j

States.

Date of lawH.

Statute~.

Name of road.

Page.

:Mile

cc

limit~.

:::1

0

.

~'"d~

'E:E ~
;:i ....

_,

Iowa........... . . May 15 1856. . . . .

____ , -

11

Do ............ June 2, 1864 ..... Pam. Laws.,
Do...... . . . . . . l\Iay 15, 1856.....
ll
Do.... . . . . . . . . May 12, 1864 ..... Pam. Laws.
Do .................... do ................... .

Flo_;]~-~--·_·~:::::: :I.~:~:. ~:d~~~~::: ::
Do .................... do ....... .
Do .................... do ....... .

n
11

Mirhigan ........ June 3, 1856.....
ll
Do .................... do........
ll
Do .................... do........
11
Do ................. ... ilo.... .. ..
11
Do .................... do........
11
Do .................... do........
11
Do ............ March 3, 1865 .... Pam. La VI'S.
Do ............ Juno 3, 1856.. ...
11
Do ............ March 3, 1865 .... Pam. Laws.
Do.... .. .. .. .. June 3, 1856.....
H
Do .................... do........
11
Do .. (jointres.). July 5, 1862 .....
12
March 3, 1865 .... Pam. Laws.
Louisiana . .. .. . .. June 3, 1856 .. .. .
Do .................... do........
Do.... .. . .. . .. August 11, 18;16..

Wi~consin . . . . . . . June 3, 1856 . . . . .

95
9
72

~~~~;;~r~~~l ~~~~~~:~~ ~:: :_::::: ~ ~:::::;::::: :_::::::::::::::: . -~_a_~~~~- ·io ~~r120· · ... ~·-~~~·. ~~~ ~~
1

~\~~~!~a~~~a~i~rid~--

11
11

11
Do .................... do........
11
I
Do .................... do........
11
Do ............ May 5, 1864 ...... Pmn. Laws .
J

.

~ ~~ ~ ig I:::: ::::::

-_-_ ·_ ·_ ·_ ·. ·_ ·.·.·. ·. ·. ::: : : : : : : :: : : :: : : :: : : : :: :: ::
Pensacola and Georgia........................................
Florida, Atlantic, and Gulf Central .............. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . .

6 and 15
6 ancll5

Flint and Pere :Marquette.....................................
Grand Rapids and Indiana....................................
Amboy, Lansing, and Traverse Bay...........................
Detroit aud Milwaukie, (from Owasso to Grand Haven)........
Port Huron and lliilwaukie, (from Owasso to Port Huron)......

6
6
6
6
6

::~~:::::t~~:~i~=~~t:e: ~ ~:
-: -:

:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-::::::::::::::: .

and 15
and 15
anc115
ancl15
anc115

:-::

0

S....,;-

:;3

.s

b.O

Chicago, St. Paul, an<ll<'ond du Lac, (branch to Marquette) . . . . 6 and 15 . . . . . . . . . .
162, 04·1. 46
Penin~ula, from l\farquette to the mouth of the l\fenomoniu riYer ....................... . ............ .
Peninsula railroad............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20
. . ............. .

·I

18
18
32

Vicksburg- and Shreveport.................................... 6 an<ll5 .........
~ew OrleanR, Opelousas, and Great 'Vestern.................. 6 and 15 1..........
:1\o map filed........................................ . ....... .......... .........

21
21
21
66

~f:a~~~~~ it~1~f~~~~:e~~~~·::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ~~~ H:::::::::

~

123, :no. oo
1, 226, 163. 05
1, 536, 000. 00
256,000. 00

353, :m. 70
719, 193.75
. .......... ..

~~~: ~!~: ~g

. . .......... . .

::::0
t:rj

U1

t:"'.i
0

586,828.73
629, 1~2. 62
1, 052, 469. 19
355,420. 19
312,384.32
218,880.87
128, 000. 00
309,315.24
243,200.00
208,062. 59
188, 507.24
375, 680. 00
188,800.00

:l::- ~~~: :~-

~

0

io-j

5ll, 425.90
629, 18;.!. 32
719, :386. 23
30, !198. 75
6, 468.68

[. ___ .

~

~

1, 298, 739. 00

442, 54:?. 14.
165, 688.00
1, 568. 729. 87
183, 153. 99

.Chi~-a~~: ·st.' P~t~i, ·~~~-:F~~;cl.flt~ -L~~; ·(l;;.~~~h- t~ ·o;;t~-;~g~;~): :: : ·'6 ·;~ci 15· -~~ ~~1 ~ 1_e_s:. •.... · i 7-i: 62o: 4j ·

20

t::J

d·s@

Q..~ .....

281, 984.17
165,688.00
1, 275, 212. 93
37,583.29

......... - ~
.. .. .. . . . .
. .. . . . . . . .
. . . ..... . .
.... . .. _..

-~ ~~- :~~~ ~~~~~·:

Provides that any deflciency for aboYr roads may be macle up . . . . . . . . . .
within.

'0 OlJ...;

z
~
- - - - - - - - - - --

- - - - : - - - - --

Land granted to State for rmlroad from Swux C1ty to the south .......... 10 and 20 ............... .
line of the State of Minnesota, "at some point between the
Big Sioux and '\Vest Fork of the Des .Moines river.''
I

21
21
21
21
21
:.!1
521
21
521
21
21
620
521

ll

~

Cedar Rapids and Missouri River, (formerly Iowa Central Air
6 and 15 ......... .
775,717.67
Line.)
Cedar Rapids and Missouri River............. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . ..
20
.............. ..

15
15
15
15

11
ll

- - -- - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - -- -

~

c<;:::;

<+-<::I

~

M

~

~

~
~

0

~

~

::0

t::J

~

~
~

t::J
~
~

(il0, 880.00
907, 840. 00
"·~fl<!,

907. 8l
524,714. !-l:O
318, 7:37. 74

0

~

,
l>o ......... ·... Juuc :1, lo5o.....
II
Do .. (r('~olntion) April25, 186~----1 _
12
l\1ay 5, 1861 ...... Pam. Lm\-H.
l\liuue~ota

....... March~· ll:l;~~- .•. ,
Do ............ March :3, 186;) .... Pam.
Do ............ l\farch 3, 1857....
Do .......... -~March 3, 1865 .... Pam.
Do ............ July 12, 1862 .. ..
Do.... .. .. .. .. l\Iarch :3, 1857.. ..
Do ............ 1>\Iarch 3, 186;) .... Pam.
Do ............ l\larch 3, 1857....
Do .... _....... l\Iarch 3, 1865 .... Pam.
Do...... .. .. .. l\farch 3, 1857....
Do ..... ....... May 12, 18(i1 ..... Pam.
Do...... . . . . . . l\1ay 5, J86.f. ..... Pam.

11

LawH.
ll
J"aw~.

u:~"z:~eo~ t::~l~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--.

:.!I

ti aml 151 .......... I
;.!!1, U:J. 0::.!
From Portage City, llcrliu, Doty'~ hlau<l. or I-'ou!l rlu Lac, in a . . . . . ... l 0 nun :20 .•. • .•.•.•....

61H
(i(i

l!l:J
52(i
195
5::!(i

12
11
Law.s.
11
Laws.
11
LawH.

()24
][1;)

Law~.

til

52G

l9.J
52(i
l!l;)

74

northwe~tern direction to Bayilf'1r1 anrl thenrr to ~up<'rior.

:•i l l~ ~ \~ti!j L;: jif!If~:; i• ;l;l~::;;;[i:• •·~!~li~.
;i[[········· ••••

1

1·~

ii~~

~ ProYirk~ for

Corporations .... _ July 1, 1862.....

1:.!

Jt!U

1

;!5ti

I

:Jt).)

tiOU, 000. UO

l, ROO, 000. 00

1

I

KamM .......... 1\Iarch :3, lbiJ:l...

~::.::: .·.. :::::: 1- ~~~~~--~·-~:~~:::::: ~'::1~1--.].J~l-':·~:

.

·.·..·. ·. ·.·.·. ·. ·. ·. ·.·.:::::.::::. ·.::.:::: J,

bram·h<'~, (no map filed) ................ ,10and 10 I·.............. .
branch from Omaha, Kebraska, l
10
....... f

two roa!l,.; nnrl tn·o

l'nion Pacific railroad, with
from l\li>sonri river to Pacific ocean.
I1
Central Pacific, to eastern boundary of Califomia, thence to meet ( . . . . .
1
Union Pacific; act 1864, page 363.
Xorthrrn Pacific railroad, (from Superior to Pugrt R01mr1) ...•. 20 and 40

J

<itiO, 000. 00
500,000.00
i750, 000. 00
7::!5, 000.00

·-·-···-···-----

35:l, 403. OH
290,000.00
720,000.00
690,000.00
rlGO, 000.00
t:iO, 000.00
t!OO, 000.00

':!, 500, 000. 00

35, 000, 000. 00

......... I ...........•••..

47, 3fi0, 000. ()()

Michigan ...... .
Do ..........

·I

··I

March 3, 1863....

12

797
140

Law~.

140

I

··I
_____L

Jnly 2, 18fi4 ..... 'Pam.

Law~.

I
355

From Fort 'Vilkirw, Copper Harbor, l\liclligan, to Fort Howard,
Green Bay, WisconHin.
Frow Saginaw City, l\1ichigan, by the shortest and most feasible
route to the Straits of Mackinaw.
FJ'om Grand Rapids, through Newaygo, Travcr~c City. and
Little Traverse, to the Straits of Mackinaw.
From Eugene City, by way of l\Iiddlo Fork of Willarnetto 1iver,
and the most fea>ible pass in the Cascade range of mountain~,
near Diamond Peak, to the eastern boundary of the State.

1-lj

~

""'"
~

rr.
~

::c:

M
~

;:t>-

From .l<'ort 'Vi! kin~. Copper Harbor, Michigan, to Fort Howard,
3 and]!) , .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1
1
Green Bay, 'Viscon~in.
,

i97

Jnn(' 20, 1864 .... Pam. Laws.

Do .......... ··'· ....... do ........ Pam.
Orrgon ........

12

~

0

0

\\'.-\GO:\ llO \D;-;.

Vi'iKcon~in ...... -I :March 3, 186:3 ... .

0
p::

~

ll........ ·.... ·..

20

~

.,trd

3 and 15 ..........

I.............. ..

-----·---------~221'

013. 27

1

jl

~,

1,,197, CiOO.

J

r.n

~

0

~

~

.....

M

1
1

t::;:

/ ......................... .

72, !lfiO. 00

.......

z
~

~

.......

·The quantity heretofore reportrd is redured to 842,128.85 acres, which amount was crrtified up to 30th Septcmbr>r, le6:l.
tlJpon revi~ion, it i~ found that 1.43!1.020.99 acr<'s iR the true quantity r·Prtifie<1np to 30th SeptembPr, 1863.
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REPORT OF TilE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
RECAPITULATION.

I

States.

Estimated
Number of acres
Egtimated
number of acres certified under the number of aen:..;
granted for wagon
grants.
granted.

road~.
Illinois...... .... ................. ....... ...... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l\1i~sissippi ..........•............................................... .
Alabama ........................................................... .
1\li~souri ....... .. ..... _....................•......... _............. .
Arkansas .......................................................... .
Iowa .............................................................. .
Florida ............................................................ .
1\Iichigan ..................... _....... _............................ .
Louisiana .. _....... _.............................. 1 • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • •

-1'2, 595, 053. 00
908, 680. 29 1
2, 288, 138. 50
1, 815, 435. 00

2, .>95, O.iJ. 00
2, 06:2, 240. co
3, 153, 120. ou
2, 162, 442. 2l

2, 149, 239. u:l
6, 751, 207. 9S
2, 360, 114. 00
4, 796, 730. 9£1
1, 578, 720. 00
4, 138, 360. !'iO
6, 498, 403. 0!1
2, 300, 000. ()()

J' 793, 167. 10
2, 770, 702. 26
] ' 760, 468. 39
2, 669, 327. 04
1, 072, 405: 4;)

;:::::::··· •. . .• . •. • :.·.•• t::: :. · •· ·•. ::~::~~.

1- - - - - - - - - - - - 20, 633, 531. 20

40, 743, 631. 40
82, 360, 000. 00

Corporation~-Pacitic

railroads ............................ __ ....... .
'Vagon road~- Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
450, 000. 00
Michigan ................... _.... ..
Oregon ........................... .

1, 7~~: ~~~: ~~ ::::::::::::::::::I ..... ;.·;~~.·;;;_·;;

'l'otal ................ : . ................ .

2, 241, 573. 27

20, 633, 531. 20

1

------fh:.\'ERAJ. LAND OFFICE, September 30, 186.5.

125. 3·17, 204. 6';"

